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rendiered s0 accessible, and s0 enjoy-
able, so long you will not only con-
tbnue to appreciate the Masonry the.t
you already know, but you may ad
to your kaowledge, year by year, ana
thus-be treasuring Lip à constantly in-
ocreasing store of information, which
wil be a perpetual source of delight
-and instruction, until time shall be
no more. Practicahly there is thus
no limit to advancement, in Masonry.
-&6,ystone.

SUCOESS-HOW IT MAY BE
CHECKED.

It is one of the peculiarities of bu-
man nature that while one maxi, or
-one section of the eoommunity, is
.struggling for an existence, others,
with apparently only similar facilities,
are overwhelmed with succesa, and
are obligeil to adopt measures to
check, in some form or other, the
.prosperity which is showered upon
them. In every sphere of life there
are men who can flnd no ontlet for
their abilities, while others are ob -
i iged %o refuse much of the patronage
offered them. So it is with Masonic
lodges, sonie of them struggle on
-froni year to year, barely reoeiving
sufficient new members to fill the
vacancies caused by death or resigna-
tion among the older ones, while
others are so overwhelmed with ap-
plications for admission that at last
the niembers feel compelled to adopt
measures to relieve theniselves of
some of the success-ïumerically
speaking-which presses so heaviiy
npon them. It je difficult to decide
upon the steps to be adopted when
such a course is deemed necessary,
ea sill more difficuit to eee the
iiltimate result of whatever action
znay be, decided upon; yet it is one of
those points ini the Management of our
ilodges te which a very small ainount
-of attention is usually devoted, for
the reason that those interestea in
the alterat *ion are of necessity flushed
vith the success they are bent on

.ohieoking, and, either forget, or do nlot

care to coi'er, the possibility of a
àk.-uge coming in the future. Many
'a lodge has become so strong in mern-
bership as to induce th1e brethren to
adopt some restrictive measures for
their future government in regard ta
the admission of candidates, W'ith the
resuit that a stop bas virtually been
put te ail propositions for either join-
ing or initiation; and, as a resuit, the
Iodge bas not only lost its high posi-
tion, but bas dwindled down until it
bas either collapsed altogether, or has
badl to be remodelle' or resuscitatedl
under the direction of some energetie
Master, who- may possess more fire
or good fortune than some of bis pre-
decessors.

One of the Most popular courses
adopted by mernbers of lodges wbeu
they corne to the conclusion they are
becoming too strong, je te raise the
fees of admission, placing theni ai
sucli a figure as to render the ]odge
"restrictive." This je one of the
greateet inistakes possible in any or-
ganization, and more particularly sa
in Freemasonry-where mercenary
considerations should be unknown..
This course bas the effect of keepi*
out good nmen, but really opens the
way for lees desirable acquisitions.
Gxood nen will hesitate before they
spend an exorbitant sum on the
gratification of any fancy; while
others, to whom money je of lese con-
sideration., will select the most expen-
sive Company, i the hope of xnixing
with a better clas of companions;
and, lt may be, of baving a wealthier
clase on whom, to prey shou]d they
determine to inake use cf their Ma-
sonio membership for unworthy mo-
tives. Then, the increase in fees bas
caused, the lodge to be withont au
initiate for nionthe, so that when a,
candidate, dosa offer hiniseif, who is
ready to pay the increased dLes, he
is received with open arme, and, in ail
probability mucli of the-caution which
abould be exercis2d iu reghrd. to ad-
mission is relased for fear of frighten-
ing away a valuable acquisition-in
the form, of a new niember.. As a
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