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his house and found him and his wife
4% breakfast. His wife told me after-
Vards that she felt greatly embarrassed,
r“ﬁn 1 entered, beeause (supposing 1
1ad had no breakfast) they had neither

3 nor coffee on the table, having

u .
v:,lol'ted the simple beverage of cold
"ater.  She was, however, entirely re-

ved when I informed her that for

Tany years | had drunk nothing clse.
.Mention this incident to show their

t;lmlﬂe manner and fm_)du _of liw'illg. al-
Ough owning and living in one of the
Nest residences on the banks of the
Wdson,  Charles Downing

GAYE SPECIAL ATTENTION TO FRUITS, |
i:;li )ﬁ? securing zlcqul‘altcly the many
is l‘;tles 11 cultlvatl.on, more 50 than
" rother, and to lu}n }q:llllly was to
thil?:trlbuted_ the reliability of every-
on 5 they ra}scd. I procured of him
‘*l‘t.iz]ne occasion a 1_1um.bcr of valnable
haye es and asked hm} for his bill. * I
; no bill,” he replied, “and if that
'rHOt. satisfactory, you may do as much
Oﬁ‘m\:?fnebm]y else when opportunity '
Oug o The same pleasant and gener-
He cfourse was often pursued by him.
a-ri.;mde it a point to procure every .
wo Oty of fruit he could hear of that .
is deemned worthy of cultivation ; and
part?r‘:ﬂspondcr.lce was extensive to a]_l
ey, of the _Umou for grapes and speel-
'-lr(:] of fruits, Although he had pro-
ingge these he secmed glad to dissen-
o At any time to all who desired. |
Tetired from the nursery business
h‘m:t tl‘il'jsy years ago, aud then gave
ol tention more exclusively to pom-

)

Chayleg Downing, giving up his
ang 0% In the winter of 1357 and 8,
Place Or the next ten years used his
he 1. *3 81 experimental garden, where

Sted and fruited
in t:A‘NY THOUSANDS OF VARIETIES
eir
being

greatest possible range. He

THE CANADIAN HORTICULTURIST,

Vgry quiet and reticent in his

e
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daily habits, his life was an unobstryc-
tive and uneventful ome, he scarcely
cver making himself public througl
the papers, and not very frequently
attending the horticultural or other
meetings, and when he did so had sel-
dom much to say.
WORK | IIARD, PESISTENT WORK !

seemed to be his motto, and in that he
was eminently successful.  After his ac-
tive outside activity he spent very much
of lis luter years of life in rewriting,
revising and adding to the popular
national work of his younger, brilliant
but deceased brother. The

FRUITS AND FRUIT TREES OF AMERICA

is now the only monument of the bril-
liant A. J. L., but it also owes much
to the careful work and deeper experi-
ence of the elder Charles. 1t is a pil-
lar of renown, and will stand a monu-
mental remembrance of the Downings.
(‘harles several times added to it much
valuable new matter, being all the re-
sult of his own deep observation and
extensive experiments, and finally had
the great satisfaction of living to see
his great work carried successfully
through the press,
ocToBER 228D, 1R82.

Mr. Downing suffered severely from
the injuries caused -by an accident in
the city of New York, which laid him
up for many weeks in helplessness.
During .his time many very valuable
notices of worth and respect were
issued from the various scetions of the
press, all of which were very pleasing
to the many friends of the injured gon-
tleman. To quote again from a lady
friend, * Not a garden in the land or a
home worthy of the name that is not
the better for his steadfast watehful
devotion to the progress of our horticul-
ture.” Mr. Downing kept at his work
of testing fruits and making notes up to
within a few weeks of his death. He
died January 18th, 1885, in his 83rd



