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1f wo cumparo the nutatiun of vur English tungus with the nuta
tion of the German language, wo shall find that - as in its words, sv
1n 1ts lettors —Gornan 18 an almust humogenevus language. One
sound is pormanently—and not provisivnally represented by one
symbol ; one symbol s permanently translated by one suund , and
tho consoquence is that the experience of the German child inlearn-
g to rend 13 always self-consistent, and every effort ho makes tolls

"towards the desired result. Thoattitude of hisniind 1s asingle and

easy one; overy act of attontion ho makes tells towards the required
tutal ,-ho cannut go wrong if ho pays any attention at all; his oye
and his ear are always in accord and help each other. Far difforont
is the condition of the poor English child. His attontion to the
letters will yuitoas often mislead him asnot, in the purest English,
the less attontion he pays to the lettors the better; and ho is like
a man in trade—he may often be working as}bard to make bad debts
as to make good ones. The contrast between tho work of the
Germsn Teacher and of the English Teacher is justas great. The
Gorman Teacher's work is simple and straightforward ; while the
work of the English Teacher i8 at least five times as difticult, and
the conquest of these difficulties requires keen skill, perpotual in-
ventiveness, and_untiring perseverance.

Now all this has come to pass from the independent and highly
wndividaalised charactor of .the Englishman. A lual usage—a tra-
ditional custom would always override general convenience or a
morely abstract consideration like logical consistency. Indeed, the
confusion in our notation has parallels in almost every side of
English lifs, It has an extraordinary parallel in vur Weights and

_Measures, which have been regulated —duwn to the dato of the 1878

Sessivn of Pacliswent -untirely by lueal custum.  An uaperial
bushel of curn -8 estunated in Mark Lane at 63 1b., but ic was —
down to 1878—72 Ib, at Wolverhamton and Stafford, 70 1b. at
Liverpool, and 756 1b, at Chester. In short, there were, prior to
tho passing of the Weights and Measures Act, twelve different kinds
of bushels in use n the rain trade. This state of things gave
nise to endless confusion. A man might buy his wheat by one
measuro, aell it by another, and, last of all, demund to be paid for
it by weight. These comphcations involved endless reckonings,
and, by consequence, numerous mstakes, They were a great hind-
rance to trade, and, no doubt, were now and then the causo of
sorious losses. Another parallel is to be found in the. coinago of
Austria. There is gold money; there is silver money—some of it
debased and deteriorated ; and there is copper money ; but,.in ad-
dition to these, there are four different kinds of paper money in
four different languages, and some of it is debased to the extent of
sixty-per cont. It is plain-that, if one received payment of an ac-
count 1 six of these different kinds of money, there would be—
over and above the calculation of the value of the things bought in

-a self-consistent arithmetic—anpther reckoming based upon the re-

lative and temporary values of the.difforent kinds of money. In
such reckonings, a forcigner and a child would be at a very great
disadvantage. Now, just as an English bushel or an Austrian coin
is continually changing in meaning and value, so the symbols by
which we attempt to _carry words to the oye of a child are con-
stantly changing m.meamng and value; and tho chulds mind is
proportionally confused and weakened. If we had in ourarithmetic
a traditional system of notation made up of the fragments of the
Greek, the Roruan, and the Arabic systoms; if. 470 were written
down as AVII{); and: if, moreover, our cvinags were so irregular
that sixpence 1n Midalesex counted fur ¢ightpence in Surrey, but it
was only fourpeuco mn Herifordshire, then it would be & very
dufficult, tedious, and cxpensive process to teach arithmetio in our
public sckools.

Tho difticulty that would bo folt, and the expenso that would be
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incurred, in tuaching such an arithmetic as that I have indicated
aru roally folt ahd incurred in the teaching of reading—in puttiné
intv the minds of the children an acyuaintance with the bad habits of
vur notativn. | Fur the problowm is nuttv make the child acquainted
with 20 lettors, it is really fo wake him acyusinted with and
thoroughly practised in 1568 ecccentric and self-consistent habits
which the English have acquired tn the course of time, of writing
down the sounds of thoir mother-tongue. To master 158 combina-
tions would require 158 separate acts of attention—each of which
must be repeated until the whole are thoroughly mastored. Well ;
thig can be done. But the difticulty is evon greater than this, Of
these 168 habits, some are inconsistent with and destructive of each
other ; and tho experience of the child is nut a regular process of
addition and cumulation, but sometimes of subtraction and loss.
Let me take an example. There arein the language 59 words in
which the symbol o sounds as in house, noun, &.; and, of course,
if the child meets with a large number of such words, he natorally
and quite unconsciously draws the conclusion that ou will always have
this sound. But by and’ by, he lights upon words like your, four,
would, and mowld ; and now, not only is his previous experienoes vp-
sot, but he forms a vague idea that to ou may be attached almost
any sound whatever. Now, if we attempted to give an arithmetical
value to his experience, we might say . He has mot the first case
of ou 1fine-times ; ho has met the sccond case six times ; and his
experience is therefore equal to three. Thjs is, however, rather a
favourable way of putting it. The fact is, that, in our overy-day
procedure With’children, the exceptivns make themselves quito as
important as the rule, and buth Teacher and child, in a kind of
silent intellectual despair, give up theguidance of the rule altogether,
and teach and learn each word separately, as an individual, ans not
as one of a'class. ‘
The child at fivst expects to find a certain truth in these marks ;
but he quickly comes to feel that it is no matter what sound you
give to a sign—that the sign itself has only a chance value: and,
so far as training is concoerned, the Teacher soon discovers that his
eye is never rightly or thoroughly educated until after tho expendi-
ture of a disproportionate amount of time and money. He has
constantly to read off letters that are not there, and to ignore letters
that are there; he is constantly coming upon new forms for the
same sound, and new sounds for the same forms, so that habit is
out of the question. So for as the mind of the child is concerned,
unless the Teacher adopts -4 scientific method, no wish for classifi-
cation ever arises in the child ; or it sets in late, if it ever sots in at .
all. His past experienos is constantly putting him out—constaitly
tripping him up ; uatil at last he comes to feel that he need not reiy
on his own exortions, but must be constantly helped over the stones
by thoteacher. Thus all. feaching of reading becomes telling ; and

these are just contraries.and exclusive-of each other. A
is another loss . our evil notation tends to destroy gl:)od‘ t::lgc!{lxgl;
(To be Continyed.)

-ENGIJSH"HE_[‘ERATURE IN SCHOOLS.*

This is pre-eminlenty an age of books and periodicals, bad as well
as good . and if we estimate the demand by the supply, wé .mist
concludo that theinfluence exerted - through their mediumship ranks
in power sécond tonone. This influence like tho literature natu-
rally divides itsclf. into two classes, tho first an oducating, broaden-
ing, civilizing, and rofining force, leaving its impress tipon huuin’ixity
for all time ; tho seeond a stultifying, degrading and demoralizing
factor, as effective for evil as the first is for good. To arrive at'the
conclugion that this later class of literature is being spread . broad-
cast over tho land,. wo nead but exsmine the heavily laden shelves

*Rcad at tho ting of tho Wi : g
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