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HON. ADAM CROOKS.

Although Mr. Craoks hes been Minister of Education for ouly 2
few months, his name has already become familiar as a household
word to all who have anything to do with the work of practiesd
education in Ontario. When tbe resignation of the late Chief
Superintendent of Public Instruction was nccepted by the Govern-
ment, it was fortunate that there happened to be in the Cabinet a
Minister so capable as Mr. Crooks has shown himself to be of
becoming a worthy successor of the founder and organizer of our
school system. During his still brief term of office as Ministerof
Education, he has made himself so thoroughly acqueainted with
the working of the school sys- o
tem, and infroduced so many
improvements, that any fears
which the ~hange in the rela-
tion of the Department to the
Government mayhave aroused
must by this time be com-
pletely allayed. That change
was sn important juncture in
the educational history of the
Province, and the conntry is
to be cougratulated om the
manner in which it has been
effected. Now that the edu-
cational machinery is running
smoothly in the new way, the
personal character and ability
of the "Minister become mat
ters of less importance; but
while making this admission,
weo trust that however much
incompetence may, as the re-
snlt of political exigencies,
abourd in other Departments
of State, the Education Office
will never have inflicted upon
it an incompetent head.

" Mt. Crooks is a native of

the Province of whose Legis-

lature-sud Executive Council

he bas for several years been

a member. He was -born in .
1827, in the Couniy of Wentworth, near Hamilton. Previons to
the union of the two Canadas in 1841, his father, the Hon. James
Crooks, was a member of the Legislative Council of Upper Can-
ada, and from the union {ill his death, in 1860, he was » ‘member
of the Legislative Council of Canada. Thoe sabject of this sketch
received an excellent educational iraining at Upper Canada Col-
lege, from which school he passed to‘the University of Toronto,
He took his degree in Arlg in 1850, carrying off at his final exam-
ination the University gold medsl in the department of classics,
and the highest meds: given in the department of metaphysics and
ethics. Having turned his attention to Jaw as a profession, he
was called to-the bar of Upper Canada st the early sgo of fwenty-
four, and soon afterwards took the degree of LIL.B,.in Toronto

.
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University. His professsional career, which has been 2 singtlarly
successful one, can only bo noticed very briefly here. Having
ndopted Equity in preference to Comfhon Law as a field of opera-
tions, he socon ncquired an oxtensive and Incrative practice at the
Chancery bar, where his services were in great demand, until his
viringl retiremont from active professional work to devote his

ergieg to the public sorvice. In the Law Society, of which he
i8 now an ex officio Bencher, he has held more than one important
and responsible appointment as lecturer and examiner; and ho
has always taken an active interest in the work of the Society, and
the promotion of the interest of his profession. He was created a
Q.C. in 1863. .

Although frequently urged to euter political life, Mr. Crooks
never gave his consent till
1867, when he contested un-
suceossfully the Western divi-
sion of the city of Toronto.
At the noxt general election,
held in 1871, he was fortunate
enough to oe elected for the
same constituency, and when
a change of administration
took place during the first ses-
gion thereafter, he was in-
duced to acceps the position
of Attorney-General, which
he shorily afterwards relin-
guished for that of Treasurer.
During his tenure of the lat
ter office he hagbeen a promi-
nent member of both tre
Minirtry and the Legialature,
and a great many of the most
useful measures which have
been engrafied on the 3tatuis
books have passed throngh the
Asscmbly vnder his guidance.
A mere list—and that only a
partial one—of these Acts
must soffice. The Railway
Aid Measnre of 1875, the
License Acts of 1876 and 1877,
the <Consolidated Municipal
and Assessment Acts, the Act

. regalating the issue of Insar-
ance Policies, the Mechanics’ Lien Law, and Married Women's
Property Act, are & few of the measures which the country owes
to his industry and intelligence as a legislator.

But it is with his services in the causo of education that we
have most to do at present. These services have been unremit-
ting for very many years. As a Bencher, lecturer, and examiner
of the Law Society, he was constantly siding in the great work;
as Vico-Chancellor of the Provincial University, and a member of
its Senste, he has rendered the causs of higher education most
zealous snd efficient sorvice; and a8 Minister of Education it hss
been his fortune to assnme offico just at & time when important
changes were demanded, and to prove himself fully-equal o the
emergency. One of the greatest benefits he has conferred on the



