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descendents of Irish inmigrantîs. Flax cultle,
as we have said, is carriel oi there by several of
the tarmers, but the deiieniecHy u'of imeains to pro-
pare the straw f'or mnark-t, and the stîli greater
drawhack arisinilg froin the vant of lotal con.
sumîiption, liale hitherto kept the growth down
to the niere requirveets (il the seed traide.

In yesterday's W/dg we noticed the arrival
in town of some speci fs of Canadian grown
flax, br'ouglt over by Mr. Biaikie. Theste sin-
ples were yesterday exhibited to several of our
local nierchatîs and spmîners, and a favorable
opinion has ben prononnei on their quality.
On making particular enqmiry into the malter,
we has ' learied that Messrs. Blaikie & Alexan.
der, of Toronto, had grown this season about two
hundred acres of fliax, on a farm at Norval, about
thirty miles from Toronto. In the saine district,
those gentlemen have erected a scuteli mill, on
the best principle, for the purpose of giving fu-
ture growers all possible facilities as to the pre-
paration of flax for market. The oanples exhi-
bited in Belfast yesterday, were thus prepared.
Oving to the great drouglt by which the upper
section of Western Canada wias visited in the
early part of the season, the tibre of the flax is
shorter and less silky than it wouîi have been
under more favorable circunistances ; but, on
the whole, the sampies shown have been valued
at 8s. to 1 Os. the 14 lh. stone. The vield of the
Canadian soil is fully equal to that of the aver-
age of the North of Ireland, some of the finer
lands producing six cwt., or about forty-two
stones to the statute acre.

Hitherto the chief* object of the Cantadian
fariner lias been the growth of wheat. To that
species of prodnction lie clings with something
like superstitious feeling, and the resuit is that,
when a backward season comes on hn, he seems
prostrated, as was the Celt of former days wlien
the potato erop proved defective. It lias, there-
fore, been considered by thinkimg men that the
introduction of flax culture on a scale in some
degree equal to the resources of the colony
would be most advantageous, and, while it would
diversify the enterprise of the colonial farmer,
it would add to the productive power of the
Province.

The organization of the Indian Flax Society
leads to the hope of vast good being accomplished
for the linen trade. This, however, will chiefly
arise from the increased supplies of coarse fibre,
an article now so much required in the produc-
tion of the heavier description of goods. Cana-
dian lands differing materially from those of the
Ptunjaub, promise to dosome thing towards meet-
ing the deficiencies felt in supplies of medium.
and finer ranges of flax; and if forty or fifty
thoisand ueres very annually raised in British
North Anerica, and the great proportion shipped
to this country, it would supply a growing want,
witiot in the slightest degree interfering with
the Asiatie product.

The reglnirments of the linen trade are, in
fact, ait lresetnt so largo, and the prospective
wants semn so extended, that, to) meet the de-
mainds of spindies and power-looms, twice the

atng vrage- would not hetsuillicienit. There
al noiw great faeilities for thei transport of farm
prodniee from Canada to Liverpool. Flax, pur-
chased at the markets of Toronto or Mointreal.
would he shippd-il and coniveyed front the St,
Lawrence to the Mersey in thxe space of twelve
days.

,As the matter staiid itois one of mrere indi-
viduail eniterprise. If the- farniers of Canaila pre-
pare a portion of land for flax-growmn, and be
able to produee a giood article of fibre, tlere
will be no lack of customirs for it. Coninental
spiinners will iow he comupcting wit. those of
Lee-ds, P.ust, and Dundee, for the purchase of
certaiin qualities of flax, and the more extended
the growth of ail varieties of raw material, the
mure successful wiill be the enterprise of manu-
facturers.

Farmn Implements and Machinery.

We copy the following excellent advice on
this subject from the Country Gentleman:-

Durinr tlie more leisure season of winter,
farmers will find it advantageous to examine, re-
pair and impron e ail their implements and ma-
chines. It is in tht-se tlat agricultural progress
lias been mnost strikingly marked vithin the past
twenty years; and the cultivator who does not
keep pace with the improvements made is wast-
ing a vahiable clement of success. Tliere is less
danger of imposition in this direction than in
some others, for a year's use will establish the
character of anîy machine. A knowledge of the
priciples of mechanîism, added to the e.xperience
which every observing fariner should posses,
wiill enable him, in most cases, to judge witi a
good deal of certainty beforeland on the value
of a new invention.

There are two points that should always be
kept before the firmer's eye when making any
provision of this kind. The first is, simplicity
of structure. A simple machine is cheaply
bouglit, easily managed, not esily deranged,
and quickly restored to repair. Other things
being nearly equal, always buy the simplest ma-
chine. The crowbar is a fine illustration-sim
ple, efficient, used by every one, valuable for
many purposes, and never ont of joint. The
great diffieulty in replacing the plow with any
other cultivating machine is its great simplicity.
Complex huskng emachines have all given place
to the old-fashîioned appliance of thumb and
finger, armed, sometimes, with husking thimble
or peg, but oftener without.

The c«reatest advantage de-ived from ma-
chinery is where the powerful muscles of horses
are made to accomplish what before was done


