
FORT NELSON AND RUDSON'S BA Y.

Des Grozeliers and De Radisson
were given the command of two ves-
sels to trade with the natives of the
Hudson's Bay region.

These two vessels succeeded in
reaching the Saint Thérèse river, now
called the Hayes river, -which the map
will show flows into Hudson's Bay at
or near the debouchure of the Nelson
river. Here they built a fort after
the fashion of forts of that day, about
seven leagues from Fort Nelson.

Three days after the arrival of the
two vessels which Des Grozeliers and
De Radisson commanded, there arrived
from Boston another colonial barque,
but this time it was from the British
colony of Massachusetts. Still four
days afterwards, another English ves-
sel arrived from London, and anchor-
ed in the Nelson river near the Boston
vessel. The French and English col-
onists fraternized. The colonists were
jealous of the English, and the French
historian alleges that becoming appre-
hensive that they would be seized by
the English and made prizes of, they
put themselves under their protection.

The English on the London vessel
endeavored to make a ianding near
Fort Nelson, but were opposed by the
holders of the fort. The ice beat so
furiously against their vessels that
they were conpelled to cut their
cables and sail out into the bay, where
they were shipwrecked with the loss
of forty men.

Des Grozeliers and De Radisson of
the French vessels entered into a
treaty with the Indians, left eight men
to guard the fort and departed for
Quebec.

A misunderstanding soon sprang up
between Des Grozeliers and De Radis-
son and the French o1 Frèneh-Cana-
dian Company, and the adventurers
threw up all connection with the com-
pany, set out for Paris, and put them-
selves in the hands of Lord Preston,
the British Ambassador at Paris.

The French story is that Lord Pres-
ton employed all the means at bis dis-
posai to induce the adventurers to go
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to London to unfold their designs, and
succeeded.

Des Grozeliers and De Radisson
offered the English traders in London
to restore to them Fort Nelson, whieh
they would have no difficulty in doing,
inasmuch as they had left one Chouard,
nephew of De Radisson and son f
Des Grozeliers, in charge of the
fort.

What is called the treachery of Des.
Grozeliers and De Radisson obliged
the French company to take other
measures, if they wished to build up
a trade with the Indians of Hudson's
Bay: accordingly, in the following
year, the company sent two small ves-
sels into the bay. These vessels were
under the command of M. de la Mar-
tinière, who on reaching Fort Nelson,
was surprised to find it in possession
of the English. Martinière wintered
six months in the river Mateispi, op-
posite Fort Nelson, made a treaty
with the Indians and on the 16th
July set sail for Quebee: he would
have remained longer in the Hudson's
Bay country to await assistance from
France, but bis people apprehended,
danger from want of provisions, and
being in danger of being blocked in by
ice for the winter, set fire to the fort
and left. In the course of his return
voyage to Quebec, he fel in on the
coast of Labrador with an English
ketch, which was making its way to
bay, but was obliged to succumb to the
Martinière and his companions. The
English ketch became the prize of the
French voyager.

In the year 1685, the French com-
pany having laid before the King of
France a statement of the action, or,
as termed by them, the usurpation of
the English, in having rendered them-
selves possessors of Fort Nelson,
obtained from His Majesty and his
council a concession of the full and
exclusive enjoyment of the river Saint
Thérèse (Hayes river).

In 1686, the Chevalier-de-Troyes
captain of infantry at Quebec, accom-
panied by three; Canadian brothers
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