4 ' PICTURESQUE CANADA.
who conquered a new country from a savage climate and a savage race, had impressed
the features of their nationality on this rock fortress forever. May Quebec alWayS
retain its French idiosyhcrasy! The shades of its brave founders claim this as their
- right.  From Champlain and Laval down to De Lévis and Montcalm, they deserve this
monument to their efforts to build up and preserve a “ New France” in this western
world; and Wolfe for one wduld not have grudged that the memory of his gallant foe
should here be closely entwined with his own. All who know the value of the
mingling of diverse elements in enriching national life, will rejoice -in the preservation
"~ among us of a distinctly French element, blending harmoniously in our - Canadian
nationality. ' ‘

«“Saxon and Celt and Norman are we;”

and we may well be proud of having within our borders a “ New France” as well as a
“ Greater Britain.” . » o

‘Imagination could hardly have devised a nobler Apo’rtal to. the Dominion than -the
mile-wide strait, on one side of which rise the green heights of Lévis, and on the other
_.the bold, abrupt‘ outlines of Cape Diamond. To -the traveller from the Old World who
first drops anchor under those dark rocks and ,frownihg'”femparts, the ‘coup d’@il must pre-
sent an impressive frontispiece to the unread volume. The outlinés of the rocky rampart
and its crowning fortress, as seen from a distance, recall both Stirling and Ehrenbreitstein, |
while its aspect as viewed from the foot of the time-worn, steep-roofed old houses that -
skirt the height, carries at least a suggestion of Edinburgh Castle from the Grassmarket.
To the- home-bred Canédiah, coming from the flat regions of Central Canada by the :
. train that skirts the southern shore- and suddenly finds its way along the abrupt, wooded
heights th‘atq' end in Point Lévis, with quaint steep-gabled and balconied French houses™

" climbing the rocky ledges to the right, and affording to curious passengers, throhgh open |
doors and windows, many a naive crhmpse of the mmple domestic life’ of the- /zaézz‘mzs
the first sight of -Quebec from the terminus or the ferry station is a revelation.. It is
the realization of dim, hovering visions conjured up by the literature of other lands more
rich in the picturesque element born of antiquity and historical association. On our
Republican neighbours, the effect produced is the same. Ouebec Ahas‘ no more enthusiastic
admirers than its hosts of American visitors ;- -and no writers have more vividly and
appreciatively described its peculiar charm than Parkman and Howells.

Lool\mcr at Quebec first from the opposite helcrhts of Lévis, and then _passing.
s]owly across from shore to shore the striking features of tlfe -city and its - sur-
roundings ‘come gradually into- view, in a manner doubly - enchanting if it happens
to be al soft? misty summer mormng. CAt ﬁrst the d;m, huge mass of the rock
and Citadel, —seemingly one grand fortlﬁca_tlon,——absorbs the attention. Then the

details come . out, one after another. The firm lines of i'ampart, and bastion, the



