“p, §t. P.” writing in the Winn
¥res Press, says: .- § S

Last spring ntimerpus bodies of pros--
pectors left’ Edmonton mysterioualy.
for the mountain: passes leading into’
northern British Columbia. Some of
them gre ’StHE da¥, “whilst” othérs wio’

PO &

have returned maintain a discreet sil- }

ence after the manner of prospectors
who have mot yet matured their plans.
This was only the Sequdl to the sen-
sdtional discoveries: made by the first
surveyors who went out in 1895 and the
excitement ever sinte Has "bBeen eon-
tinuvus though suppressed. Thede re-
ports of rich finds of gold and also of
coal, along with the agricultural possi-
bilities in the British Celumbia pdrtion
of the-Peace river valley induced the
government of that provimce to send
the prowvincial mineralogist with a party
of explorers to that district during the
summer of 1906. The route chosen was
up Skéena river from Essington on the
coast ts Hazelton, the_ae;%_A by ,%
train to Babine lake, St lake, Fort
St. James, Fort McLe from which
Peace river and its tributariés were ex-
plored to Peace/River Crossing. Thence
the explorers made their way fo Bd-
monton by routes which are already
fantiliar. The authentie repoft of this
exploration which followed at no great
distance the route of the €. T. P. across
British Columbis is.now first laid be-
fore the public. Side trips were made
to Moberly lake and Pine river dis-
‘tricts and the Pouce Coupe
prairie.
On the Babine Range

Speaking of mineral possibilities Mr.
Robertson leader of the expedition says
that the  Babine ‘range of mountains
which rung from . the .sguther ore
of che lake have only begun to.be o
pected, but. gl fhe same: time there
were a number of claims s i, which
produced at least: samples. .of copper,
silver and gold.ore that indicated pos-:
sibilities and lead to. the hope of greater
things in the future. The Peace river
formed by the confluence of the Parsnip
and Finlay rivers derives from the lat-
ter tributary wash from a district in
which -placer -gold. has:.ajready. been-
found in considerable guancities. Con-
sequently as might be expected, the.
bed of che Peace river shows black
sand and indications of placer golu
throughout its explered. length, . some
of the bars giving f‘colors” quite-suf-
figient to prospect for dredging * or
steam-shovél ground. The bars of the

"boulders of any considerable size, 4
fact whigh should greatly favor dredg-
ing . opergtions. ‘Thése remarks apply
i not only-to the bed of the présent
 river, but also to the banks: of the

 river, which were at one time the bars
| in. the greater valley of the ancient

Ew%v,"z/ I Aty B T TR e B0y SO S PR
PP nd Timber
* In the foot Bills as far as the'canyon,
some 75 niles to the-east, ﬂfn.g;}obért-'
son_ believe$' coal may be developed, at
matly points.” Up ‘to“the present time
the whole - distfict ta the .eadt. of ‘the
 mountains has been a government re-
| serve, S0 that mno coal or other. land
| might be staked ‘or ‘recordedl 'there,
which fact has prevented the district
| from being :pré-enipted or settled.” A
| few prospectdrs located ‘and staked
coal "lands in the vicinity of the can~
yon, but as ‘a:réecond of, thése. claims.|
| was réfused by the provineial govern-
ment, the prospectors and those inter-
ested are exﬁ'éxrge‘}g“}egiqergt as to their
finds "hoping to” itak'f;has‘" éopzfx a.:
- the i3, opened. " coal foun

is bmouz:g; very, fair uagty.
Somé distanck east of-the canyon and
south of the Peace river, coal hag heen
reported; of good-quality. . As soon as
railway * tradsportation “13° established
it. is thoyght that workable  deposits
‘will be¢ developed.. The’timber in the
district traversed does not ' compafe
with the giant trees of the coast. It is
spruce,. Hémlock, bajsam and jack pine,
from 12 to 24 inches in diameéter."For-
est fires have done great damage, but
there i§ a new growth, Theré are‘also
large cottonwood trees on the Parsnip
river. ok

© ~ Agricultural -Lands

- To. the west of the Rockies agricyl-
tural ma?&ég"'mstgto%km’ &5 Targe
.blocks -as ja rule,- ajthough valuable
‘strips<af considerd area werekseén.

Phe fiopth shore;ofBabine lake ‘offérs
B tity of weRy ggod land, which
Fextends forty .miles along . lalke and

‘supported a. magnificent:crop 'df - wild
hay, while the stock.of the Indians
found good grazing further-back: The
30il-is a clayey loam; the slope from
the lake is gradual, with a southérn
‘éxposure,-and would suppert-grain: of
all sortg as well.ag-vegetables..Babine
lake is on about the same latitude as
Lesser Slave lake, but much nearer to
the proposed railway, as also. Stuartf
lake, which offers a considerable area

of fime land:ts thé southeast ¢
', When onge the mountaing are passed |
the Peage xjver valley toithé eastern
boundaries of the province: are des- |

Peace river are:found: to, be free .from.

seribed as fine mrairie bench land, easy |

Fjust to hand, :that ome must tarn for|
iinformatien’dn the present productive

to ‘clear; with a sufficient supply* -of
-moisture and water for stock. .

“Of -this large area of land, which
will.some day be utilized for farming,”
Bsays' the not over ‘optimistic Mr. Ro-
bertson, “the choicest parts were seen
around the ends of Mobgrly lake, the
former.about 40 eg.long by 25 miles

dg, a. solid bmé?%i ‘fine rolling prair-
ie, clear of trees and covered with
grass suitable for hay, well watered
and with splendid spil. This is ‘pro-
bably the largest s0lid block of farm-:
ing land in British ‘Columbia.” Yet
there are no settlements except .the
isolated posts of the.. Hudson’s . Bay
company, which * are. primarily . fur-:
trading posts; agriculture being only a
matter- of inclination with the factor.
Mr.- Robertson .estimates that the cli-
mate -compares yvery favorably ‘with
that eof. the .province of Quebec and
that fruit could he easily grownas well

as cerears.’ b
_; “Vastngss of Country
tButlwe have in this report a glimpse
of only &8 very: all portion . 6f the
practical uu"expﬁ'cd, parts &f British
Columbia, which'are known mainly to
the world by the names of the mining
divisions. _ %:l*bounﬂa.rles of mining
divisions' in tish Columbia generally
follow the height of land separating
watersheds, " A glancé at the map will
show' ‘that' while in:ascending from
Donald the G.P.R. approaches the 52nd
degree 0f north latitude, it immediate-
ly turns southward until it runs along
the Fraser river within a few miles of
the American boundary. The southern
districts are small, showing at once the
comparative dénsity of population and
the industrial .activity about which so
much has been written. A ready idea
of the conditionrof the country may be
fathgrg.d from the fact that the far-
egt Horth “Yedohed! by . .a )

b Tedol

Barkeryille, on’ the ‘Southern
the Canibeo digtrict, 1éayirg m
half ofi'thé province, ‘a territor,
300,000 square miles  in: area, without
better means of internal . communica-
tion than:the trail and the cance, It
is needless to say that the search in
this region has been so fdar mainly for
the. precious metals, and it is tothe
report of the minister of mines for Bri-
tish Columbia, the latest of ‘which is

capacity of this wvast territory.

¢ ¢ ~Gold Productioh -

‘Taking Cariboo as the southern limit
of the ‘territory to be described, the
production in detail of the gold placers
for the last four years for which sta-

tistics have been compiled was as fol-

lows: .
; Cariboo
Cariboo Division—
A0 iihoas ciion v vnis « 3814400

) e R i SRS S Y T
P e AR e
FOORE L TR EL kel e i BEGD0
Quesnel District—
BHOE S oV ee e en e 182,000
BOOR L0 e et e i e v F60;000
SN ki cen e Te e ey DEOND
L L e e e R 3000
Omineca Division— :
SROB L0 e el oe ) 28,000
R i e e 11,600

1805 wo oo oo veien Jolu vy
F9065 50 anipei Cuiar wv.ne ios
: Cassiar '
Atlin Division— v ;
1908, .. L. o3 a0 s o, .. 440,000
1904 .. L.colcenwl Lu 700 L. 530,000
1905 .. o oy seien il Ll L. 475,000
1906 .. 455,000
Liard, Stikine and Skeena Divisions—
1903 (. .. s 35,000

10,000
10,000

1904 ;. .. 11,576
) e R 25,000
o 1A - 44,000

In these diyisions which may. be
said to be still. untouched, lode gold,
silyer, lead and copper have been ex-
tracted, although .the . transportation
difficulties are for the. moment insu-
perable.. . The new transcontinental will
run through. Cariboo, -Omineca  and
Skeena divisions and wiH, roughly
3peaking, . bring the country to the
north from 350 to 400 miles nearer to
railway eommunication.. The districts
to the south will even. derive greater
benefits from the branch line to Van-
couver. . This in itself will be sufficient
to operate a revolutior in the country.
But already a great change has set in
in the manner of working the placers.

Impending Changes

Throughoéut British Columbia'the in-
dividual placer miners are ~ passing
away., Every year these picturesque
chragters are finding less and less
ground suited to their .independent
mode of operation. The Atlin district
that large triangular.territory which
wedges in between the Yukon and the
coastal extension of Alaska, is keep-
ing up its production. of placer. gold
fairly well, but this. is through the
work of small conipanies, soon to be
replaced by larger ones.” A large steam
8hovel plant has beén installed on shal-
low ground and promises to be a
large producer. In the Dease lake sec-
tion' of ‘Cassiar, despite the difficulties
of' transportation, one hydraulic com-

pany recovered between' $20,000 and
$25,000 in gold. In Cariboo, the lung-
preached axiom that the quantity of
. water available for hydraulicing is the
meaaure ‘'of the: output, has had: the
effect of starting extensive plans and
works for rendering available consid-
erably more water, the effect of which
will not be materially noticeable for a
couple of years.

The Guggenheim’s Advent

The most potent influence in has-
tening these changes has been that of
Guggenheim & Sons, of New York, who
are seizing upon every promising min-
ing proposition from Mexica to the
Yukon, whenever opportunity offers.
On Pine creek after acquiring a num-
ber of properties, they installed a 70-
ton Bucyrus steam shovel, capable of
handling 3,000 cubic yards a day of 24
hours, They operfite it night and day
in the summgr season, but decline to
furnish details of their operations. The
Guggenheims are also very busy in se-
curing options in other parts of the
Atlin. French ecapital has also been
introduced on Boulder creek by the
Societe  Miniere de la Colombie. Bri-
tannigue, but. unfortunately the .ap-
pbearance of this company immediately
lead to litigation.

Lode Mining

Aside from ' placer mining in the
Atlin; promising quartz deposits have

been found around Tutshi lake, and
in fact-all' through' the district.. The
quartz deposits in-and abéut “Rainy

Hollow” on the Klehini river, in the
northwest corner of the district are at-
tracting considerable attention and in-
dications/ are that a copper camp will
be established there in the near fu-
ture. Over .a hupdred claims have
been located in apparently very ex-
tensive deposits or ledges of what is
said to be self-fluxing  ‘copper  ore,
which also’carries good values in gold.
There have also been discovered .in
the same vicinity ledges of galena,
molydenum and other metals, all with-
in from 45 to 60 miles from tide-water
and Hames, Alaska.

On the watershed of the Turnagain
or Black river, in the Liard division
prospectors have, stakeéd claims; the
rock from ‘which, it i8/sdid, assayed
from $31. t6¢$111° to the 'ton in. go
silver and copper, by the most crude
methods.. Fair looking ore 'wés also
found on' the Iskiut river in this di-
visian. . Platinum has ,been found on
the Quesnel river, in Cariboo and on
Thibert creek in Cassiar. On Glacier
creek, at the head of Portland canal,

A

locations have been made on well de-
fined veins in a.schist country rock,
carrying values in silver, gold and
lead, with a little copper, and the sur-
rounding camps of placer miners have
Justified the erection of a handsome
‘hotel at the head of Portland canal,
with a regular steamer service to Van-
couver,

On the Urmk river, a profitable
placer field in the eighties, quartz con-
taining native gold, fine galena, silver
and . gray copper; has been found in
veins that have induced capitalists to
build a wagon road. The existence of
gold-bearing black sands, copper and
coal on the Charlotte islands has also
long been known, Three huindred miles
northwest of Quesnel by pack trail a
new town is springing up, Aldermere,
upon the prospect of valuable coal and
quartz mines in the Bulkley valley,
which will be within a few miles of the
new trans-continental. And yet.there
remains immense stretches of unex-
plored country and many mountainous
tracts that have never been seen by
the ever inquisitive prcspector.

C. P. R. Enters Field

More significant of abiding faith in
the future of northern British Colum-
bia is the recent announcement that
the Canadian Pacific has decided to
immediately extend its system north-
ward fromeKamloops along the valley
of ‘the Thompson river to the Yellow
Head pass, where it would cross the
transcontinental lines from Edmonton.
The greéat company has been in pos-
session of information about this coun-
try ‘ever since it sent out surveyors
more than 20 years ago and it can not
be doubted that it is only acting after
mature deliberation, especially - when
the development of the prairie pro-
vinces offers so great a field for its ac-
tivities. The Kaniloops board of trade
‘has recently prepared: an interesting
paper on the potentialities of the rich-
1y endowed valley of the Narth Thomp-
son and its tributaries. There are, ac-
cording to this document, broad
stretchea of fertile agricultural lands,
mile after mile of valuable timber
areas, and mineral lands of certain
value.. For fifty miles from the city
of Kamloeps the vailey is well sett'~d
and although this ’s by no means ke
best. part, the results. obtained are in-
dicative of what will occur when rail-
way construction provides an outlet f,r
the produce: of the farm. For Lhe next
fifty 'miles the valley is sparsely set-
tled and beyond that there is little set-
tiement, although there are thousands
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rich in the extreme, only awa:
advent of the railway to prov,
and livelihood to thousa.ads
The railway will 1lso open
of the deposits of silver, g«
galena, and iron known {5

upper valley, and the
pg of the extensive field as
even touched. The coal arc
been partially developed, i:
enough to provide a very
nage. This coal is bitumin
dense, and cokes well. Som
tons were tested in the C. 1
motives with good results,
extends from a point two :
and is seven miles long.
Thompson River Forests
The timber areas of the -
provide imme?iate tonnage f
road and employment for a .,
number of men.. Already th-
business of the valley has
large proportions, although t
are as yet in an almost virg
The principal logging operati
been carried on in the country
Kamloops and the Clearwate:
In this section fir and red j
dominate, although considerzi
may be found in some places. 7.
the Peavine flat is reached ti» o
pine-disappears, and from that poin:
the Albreeda river, the limits are chir:.
ly spruce and cedar. Between
Clearwater and Albreeda i
3tretch of 150 miles of ti:
as. ‘yet untouched.
Permanency Assured
Beyond the strategical impor
of the link hetween the m:
Kamloops and any
roads using the Yellow Hq¢
is evident that a profitable joc,
fic would be developed by th
ing of the road. The source
which the’ tonnage would he 1
are all permanent in their nature, viz
stock raising, farming, dai
ing and lumbering, with the
industries which naturally follow.
The people of Kamloops are
ally elated. They already see their city
a great distribution centre hetweey
north and south. The new line wi
bring the coal of the North Thon
down to meet the iron of Cherry
and the smelting ores of Coal hil.
Kamloops will become the natural as-
sembling point for raw material pro-
duced in all parts of the newly opened
country, etc.
The fact is that no province stands
to profit more from railway construc-
tion within the next few years than

of acres of bottom and meadow land,

British Columbia as a whole.

“Why did you come back?” I asked
'a Westerner who returned to a prairie
town after two years in New York. It
seémed = incomprehensible that e
should leave the excitemeént. of lie_y
Broadway for- the monoto, f ?t 3 ei
bfoad plains. I oot S

“Neighbors!’ was  his, response,
“Would you want to spend your life
where the people. twenty feet away
do. not know your name or care whe-
ther. you live. o die? We- wera-brought:
up with neighbors—and when the
baby died and not a person in the
blessed town came near us, when we
went alone to the cemetery, it was too
much. We packed up and started for
home—-what’s the use of llvln‘l that
WRYy P N ey !

Does neighborliness exist, like our

" old geometry problems, in inverse ra-

tio to the square of the distance? Per-
haps. ¥

One day last summer, away ouf in
the western Kansas ‘wheat Iands,

husband’s illpess. It was time for’
ploughing the eorn ground. How

could she get another horse? Where

codld’ she 5
Fq

ried
rly

aughter awpke.her with, “Look, mo-
ther, see who's coming!”

‘Prom: the window of 'the eabin-like
farm-house she discerned in the mnorth
l-a~snumber of.men who. were eoming
across  the prairies with teams,
ploughs and harrows. To the east
were others, so to the south and west.
‘What did ft mean? She could _not
think for & minudte. All centred at the
‘farm, and, withéut stopping to ask:her
permission, went to work, turning
over the chocolate furrows. The har-
rows followed, then the corn-plant-
ers. Thirty teams made short work
of ~the sixty acres, and by noon half
the land was ready fo the - spring
‘rains. 2

where distances are magnificent and
‘the percapita of populationi to the
square mile is expressed in decimal
fractions, a settler became 1ll. He had
fifty acres of fine wheat already turn-
ing yellow in the sun. He had no
hired man, nor had ne the means to
engage harvesters. He had counted
on ‘‘changing work”. with Ssome one
and thus getting his grain to market.
Day after day he tossed in pain and
worried over the prospect. Neigh-
bors? The nearest was thres miles
away, and the whole township had but
seven families. ;

One morning three self-binders with
full complement of helpers game rat-
tling over the prairie. The drivers did
not ask for permission, but went bod-
ily into the fleld. Round and round
the machines hurried, reaping the ripe
grain and leaving shocks of gold dap-
pling the level lands. The sick man
heard the:buzZ of | the réapers and

wife told him what was happening,
and he fell into a deep, sweet ‘sleep.

1t is no slight thing to give up a day

in the ayidst of ‘Presping. harvest, thati 2
“his

a farmer. miles. away:. miy "save,

crop, bat it is 8. pretty good sort: ofi

“Bentiment that prompts the action. It
may be that it will count for some-
thing sometime.

“Would the average city streetshow
an act such as marked a far frontier
community in which I spent a night
recently?” asked' the former New
Yorker, thed went on: “We had stop-
ped at a little town of less: than a
dozen houses, and spent the evening
listening to pioneer stories in the
dingy office of the only hotel. As we
were preparing to go to bed, in came
three men.carrying a vielin, a banjo,
and a guitar. They were
from the Pawneé valley, and had been
out twenty miles on the plains. to-.en-
liven the evening for an old friend
who was sick and nearly blind, with

no one to read to him and no music

except that of the oceaseless
They did not realize that
done much-—they
they could without = thinking.
leader of the trio started in the west
a poor boy. Now he owns 2,500 acres
stocked with horses and with regis-
tered cattle
prizes at every royal stock show in

wind.
they had

Kansas City. Yet he found time to go
twenty miles to cheer up an old friend
.shouldn’t he

in misfortune. . Why
prosper?’ = Why mot, indeed?

Some instances have even more of
as newspaper men
Ome day a woman out on
the plains followed to the wind-swept
cemetery the husband with whom she
long, weary
She returned to her little home
chil-
{ disheartened.
' e had but one horse; the other had’

“human interest,”
express it.

had pioneered
years.
and gathered around her five
dren, heartsick and

through

tried to get to the window—but his’

a cent. . Pretty -good kind: of every-
|day Christianity, that! . .

1 Curious, toe, ;hdw news travels
among ‘these : communitfes on the

‘I'tion’ between the parts-6f ‘more thick-

ranchers.

simply did what’
The

S0 good that they take

“Now, Mis’ Mason,” said the leader,
big, sturdy Farmer .Hanson of the
Four Winds ranch, “if youwll give us

can get dinner.”

+ She did not .need to do more than
open her kitchen. The men were used
to “baching it” on occasion, and they
prepared their food Ilike veterans.
They had brpught eatables .for: the
medl, and the '‘spread looked very good
to the children, who hungrily watch-

ed them.
“Comé on, youngsters,” called the
leader, cheerily;. “have something

with -us—you're ‘welcome.”

They were welcome indeed. The
bounties of a dozen homes had been
brought for the occasion and the sup-
ply was ample for the children, half-
famished for a good smeal as they
were. . The afternodn-was as busy as
ithe morning, and long before sun-
dow,n‘t?‘: field was .ready for the
'spring Yains. Nor' was. this all.. So
plentiful was the provision. from the
farmers’ kitchers ‘that the little home
was provided with feod dor a week to

§ IEE N e T s oo g SR

All, thaf suimer the neighborseame
imgatter Hime and  cnltivatad . the
‘corn, and: wheén autymn’s harvest ar-
rived there was a ‘cledn four hundred
bushels that had not cestthe widow

plains. In these modern days the ru-'
ral mail-carrier makes ‘a :close rela-

; k| .
been sold to secure money during the -homa the cotton-planters have a per-

irg: menéto d;j%}gfk?— L
&rself t@ sleep $iHa t.
?n‘ext-"' Horning ost §

some water to drink, we'll see if we |;

petual struggle with the labor prob-
lem.  In cotton-picking ‘season, ow-
ing - to the lack of mnegroes .in the
county, hundreds of acres of, cotton
jare wasted. = But one good Baptist
(deacon, in the very thick of the coh-
test for the available workers, had an
idea. He went to town and saw the
‘superintendent of his Sunday  school.
In half an hour he had arranged for
the entire . membership of the school
to give a “cotton-picking benefit” on
his farm for the next two days:: Be-
fore he left town he had given a two
days’ benefit to the Methodists, who
wanted money for a mew church; two
days to the Presbyterians, who want-
ed money for a new church: two days
to the Presbyterians, who wanted new
furniture; two days to the Catholics,
to replenish a mission fund; and clos-
‘ed a deal with the Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union and the Loyal Le-
gion for three days each, the proceeds
to be used to aid the temperance cam-
paign in that country.

The next morning fifty-six mem-
bers of the Baptist Sunday school, big

sacks, and were early ih the field at
the farm. They were paid the .pre-
vailing price (seventy-five cents per
hundred pounds), and by night had
gathered 3,644 pounds. The proceeds,
went a long way toward buying the
needed library for the Sunday ‘school.
Several additions to the school joined
the pickers the next day, and close to
six thousand pounds were picked.
All denominations kept their dates
with the cotton-planter, who provid-
ed liberal meals and slesping acecom-
modation for the entire parties. Ha
said that, taking into consideration
the feeding and housing of the various
denominations, it cost him less than
the usual expert negro pickers’ “work.
By the time his contract .with the
temperanée people expired, his cotton
was safely housed, while his neigh-
bors. were yet scouring the  country
for: help.

A -similar experience was that of a
central Kansas farmer, who said to
the’ president of the City Library as-

and little, old and young, donned pick- .

Sociation, “Why ' don’t you women
come “out and husK ‘eorn, if you want
to earn ‘Some monéy 'to” by ‘books?”
“What will you '‘give ‘us?’ ‘was the
quick reply. PR
' “Five cents a bushel™
“We'll doit,” answeréd the plucky
woman, and-the assdciation was called’
into speécial s#ssion t§"¢onsider the of-
fer. The corn’field Whs élosé to town;
thé-autumn_weath8r was' perfect, as

women were ehgotiifor & chance to
show' their huSban@s® their’’ courage
and enthusiasm. =150/ )

' On the appointed 'morning ' thay
gathered, a hundrédd of them, and,
with the wagons provided by the far-
mer, went up and down the long
field, snapping off the spikes of maize,
throwing them with ‘all'the regularity
‘of the . every-day:farm hand into the
boxes. It wag severe on weak wrists,
and the thin gloves that some of ‘the
womien. wore Wwere soon in ‘shreds.
‘What did the ladies care? They were
out for a day of work against a dare,
and they  would win. Dinner was
eaten with a relish that few of them
had® known for months, and then the
long afternoon's struggle commenced.
But only two or three: of them gave

up, and when the sunset came the
party went laughing back to the
town more than content. They had

enjoyed - a novel outing, had absorb-
ed a sufficiency of’ the open-air ozone,
and when the proeeeds were invested
in new books they felt that they had
been amply repaid’ for the difficulties
of carrying out their contract.

Nor are the women of the west less
friendly toward their: neighbors than
are their husbands.and brothers. In
every batch of . country correspond-
ence. that comes to.the country paper.
is a report of a “guilting bee” or a
“donation . party,” by which a_group
of farmers’ wives sesks to bring hap-
piness into some '~household where
trouble has entered.

It mattérs not that telephones and
rural routes are many, it is mot ma-
terial that the roads are good and the
farmers have good horses; the will-
ingness of the néighbors to help . in
making the home  brighter. depends
got on these—it was the same when
the telephone was unknown, when ru-
ral delivery had not been heard of,

(Continued on- Page Thirteen.)
(A o

antumn ‘uswally 487on tHe prairies; fhe'

‘I in

Canadia

A correspondent of the London
Times writes as follows in the En-
gineering supplement: B

fSince May last three new iron and
3steel plants have been got to work in
Wastrn: Canada—in Ontario and Mapir
toba. . The most western; of. the three,.
and the-most recent to come into ser-
vige, is the rolling mill at Winnipeg.
Hitherto' there have been no:iron.roll-
ing mills west of Hamilton, Ontario.
The new mill at Winnipeg. has. a
somewhat «dnteresting history. The mill
and.ithe puddling furnace there were
not erected by an jron manufacturing
company as is usually the casze in en-
tetrprises of this sort, but by a To-
ronto capitalist not previously asso-
ciated with the iron trade,  who had
been impressed with the enormous
amount of scrap iron that was eon-
stantly accumulating west of the
Lakes, for which there was no Can-
adian market nearer than Sault Stet
Marie, Hamilton, or ' Montreal. He
realized that most of this serap iron-
was practically worthless owing to the
rail and water tramsport charges in-
cident to shipping it to the blast, fur-
naces or puddling plants east of the
Lakes. He accordingly secured a site
adjacent to the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way ecompany’s
Winnipeg, and installed. a  puddling
plant and a merchant mill. ¥or some
months the new plant stood idle; but
the autumn of 1906 a group  of
practical men in .the iron trade -at
Erfe, Pennsylvania, organized them-
selves as the Manitoba Iron -Rolling
Mills - company, secured incorporation-
under Canadian law, and in June last
the puddling furnace and the mill were
got to work. N

Coal is high .in price in all the.
Manitoba cities; wages also are highs
er than at the Canadian iron and
steel plants east of the Great Lakes.
But raw material in the form of scra
iron is plentiful, and likely to be till
more plentiful as the West fills up;
and as long as there-is only one iron
manufacturing plant between Port
Arthur and 'the Pacific coast scrap-
must « remain - comparatively cheap.
Scrap collected in the West must: pay:
a duty of $4 a ton 'if it-is exported
to the United States; and even in the

Toronto Mail' and Empire:—Despite
the poépular song to the contrary, the
bank at Monte Carlo has never been

ly settled countries. But take it out
on the farther reaches of the prairies,
where you are never olitside a pas-
ture and where some ‘of the ranches
aré thirty mileg’from the railway, and
you ‘have almeost wirelegs telegraphy
1in" the ‘dissemination of mews.
““Tom Benton 1is very 'sick,” is the
word that goes out over the ‘short-
grass country. It is_passed from her-
der' to heérder, from sgoddy to ‘soddy
(no. one ever. says ‘sod house” in the
short-grass country), until it is soon
‘commdn” property. for.. twenty miles
around. And then the “boys” make it
.| their business to see that Tom is look-
ed after. One by one they ride over
to inquire how he is; two by two
they come to “sit up” with him—no
need of the lodge delegating nurses
out here. Nothing too good for Tom
when he is sick, And if Tomr does not

derness of the plains then shows it-
self. No one ‘ever leaves the west
with the: feeling that “nobody cared.”

The financiers have what they call
“community’ of ‘interests.” The west
has just that in . its everyday life.
Sometimes it’ shows in peculiar and
uneéxpected ways, combined perhaps
with ' an odd mixture of old-fashioned
Yankee thrift. 4 # y

Dowa,op the southérp edge of Okla~

get well—no need to tell how the ten- .

lbrdken. but at present there is strong
yevidence of a movement not to. break
the bank, but to break up the whole
sar’nblinf institution of Monaco, and in-
cidentally to wipe out the tiny princi-
| pality itself. Several times before have
agitations against the Casino been start-
;ed, chiefly in England, but the present
movement is - inaugurated with unusual
.chances of success, on account of the
prominence of its  champions and the
. tragedies due’to the gaming tables that
,are fresh in the public mind.
The Goold Murder

The recent murder charged to the
| Goolds, if not directly traceable to -the
Monte Carlo gambling, is attributed to
it by inference; and it is shown that
on the very day the Goolds are supposed
to have been cutting up the body and
placing it in a trunk, a young HEnglish
and American'couple on their honeymoon
committed suicide because of losses at
the tables. Speaking of the Godlds, a
correspondent of ‘the London Times,
lwrmng under the name “Indicus,” says:

‘“The Goolds, I may observe, for I
knew - them -though they  were ‘not
friends of mine, were the last people
one would have thought capable of such
a heinous c¢rime—the man- easy-going
and amiable, his .wife.clever, proud, but
evidently . bourgeoise. But they = were
rendered desperate by their Iosses, for
the woman I used to see play daily, al-
80 her niece, and the people who run or
‘profit by the tables morally respon-
|'sible for these crimes, and the Govern-
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May Abolish MOrité Carlo Nuisance

ments of Europe should stamp out this
blot on our civilization.”
ture’s Paradise

It was the letter in which this para-
graph occurs that began ' the * present
crusade and attracted such powerful
pens as those . of ‘Max Pemberton and
Hall Caine. ' The fermer writes: “Monte
Carlo is the haunt:of every adventurer
and adventuress in the world. It is
astounding ‘how many big swindles and
thefts have been planned at Monte Car-
lo. - The obvious cursé of the _place is
that fools go there to make money out
of the tables, and rogues go there to
make money out of the fools. ‘The at-
mosphere ig most demoralizing to young
people who lose their heads and also all
sense of the value of money. The au-
thorities at Monte Carlo do their best
to preserve order in the rooms, but it is
perfectly impossiblé to keep out rogues
of both sexes. Wherever you have unre-
stricted gambling you will have atten-
dant crime. The suicides at Monte Car-
3o I regard as only a minor part of the
evil. There must be thousands of trag-
edies in all parts of Europe which could
be traced back to the gambling rooms
-at Monte Carlo. I am convinced that the
suppression of Monte Carlo would prove
a nobler and more practieal work for
humanity than the advancément of im-

ossiblé propositions at the Hague Peace

onference.” ‘ i

Hall Caine’s Scheme

Hall Caine declares that the place is
a moral plague spot. He suggests that
the powers should abolish it by com-
bining to buy out the Prince of Monaco
and 516n reselling the bit of territory
to either France or Italy, on whose bor-

ders it ‘lies, The . principality contains

eight square miles, and practically the
entire population makes a living by ca=
tering to the foreign ° visitors. The
whole expense of governing Monte Car-
1o, the. chief city, and $300,000 a year
besides, is paid by the. syndicate that
has the gambling privileges. Prince Al-
bert himself is a noted scientist, and a
popular ruler, but without gambling
tables he would find it impossible to run
his little state; and it is hardly likely
that to prevent the.folly of foreigners
he will deprive’ himself=of wealth and
station. His peaple.are naturally well
satisfied with the arrangement that pays
their taxes, and they wduld hastily pro-
test against any plan to destroy it.

A Profit of 85,000,000 a Year

No6t only ' is the syndicate liberal with
Monaco, but with these of its victims
who might otherwise kill themselves to
escape the consequences of their.folly.
If a ma? is “broke” he};can 'usual!y{s get
money to carry . ! ttle
“grub stake” runn&mﬁoWﬁﬂgszjoo.
But the tabies pay for this generosity,
as they clear for their owners $5,000,000
a year. As a matter of fact, the chances
of the tables winning Is as 9 to 1, in=
stead of 61 to 60, as is usually repre-
sented. The policy of the syndicate is
to exaggerate every stroke of luck fall-
ing to a player, and to minimize its own
profits. Hence the stories of Lord Ros-
lyn and the late Sam Lewis breaking
the bank. Hundreds of systems to beat
| the game have been tried. Hardly one
| of them failed to win a few rounds, and
inot one but played out sooner.or later.
{Crime and disgrace are the only certain
{results of a long alllance with the lures
of the Casino; and at last Europe seems

locomotive shops at ||

case ‘of the railway companies which
can haul their scrap at cost, it is ap-

‘|parently regarded as more advantag-

eous to turn it over to the new iron
company at Winnipeg than to send it
East to the furnaces in Ontario.
! #Re "gécond “of " tHese hew Weskern'
pfants o' go into service is that of ‘the
Atikokan Iron company at Port Ar-
thur, which with a furnace of a hun-
dred tons capacity is using Manitoba
ore almost exclusively, and, conse-
quently, drawing a larger amount per
ton in Dominion bounties—$2.10 a ton
—than the furnaces in Ontario, which
use mostly American ores, and.are now
drawing bounties at the rate of $1.10
a ton. The third of the new plants is
at ‘Welland, Ontario. There are three
open hearth furnaces at Welland, two
of 25 tons capacity and one of 20 tons,
which up to the present have been
using pig iron imported from Great
Britain. This plant is owned by the
Ontario Steel company, which is man-
ufacturing the 'smaller sizes of steel
rails such as are used in machine
shops and in warehouses in which
heavy goods are handled, and smaller
sizes of structural steel. ° * - s
Production of the Several Plants. '
Although the Canadian 6 iron and
steel industry has developed sa largely
gince 1897, when the Liberal govern-
ment' renewed the bounty  legislation
which the Conservative government
had first enacted in 1883, there is, as
yet, in Canada no iron and steel asso-
ciation such as that which for so long
has had its headquarters in Philadel-
phia, and has collected statistics and
data concerning the industry in the
United States. At the present time
the Dominion government is paying
out bounties at the rate of two-and-a-
half to three million dollars a year on
the production of iron and steel; but
at Ottawa there is;, as yet, no depart=
‘ment charged with :the duty of col-
lecting statistics as to furnace capa-
city, or as to the output of the iron
and steel plants, except as regards the
products ‘that are on the bounty list.
The statistics of furnace capacity given
beiow may, however, I think, be taken
as accurate, as I have been at much
trouble in 'collecting and verifying
them. They show the productive capa-~
city of all the Canadian plants at work
on July 1. Note is also taken of the
additions which are being made to
furnace capacity. No account, how-
ever, is” taken in these figures of the
néw puddling plant and the new roll-
ing mill' at. Winnjpeg, or of the two
similar, larger planis in Montreal—one
of 150 tons capacity and the other of |
about 130 tons capacity—because at |
these plants iron or steel in the shape |
of pig and scrap and billets is only be-
ing carried a stage further in. the;
process of manufacture. None of these |
three plants adds in the ordinary |
meaning of the term to the primary
‘furnace capacity of the Dominion.
Dominion Iron and Steel Company,
Sydney, Cape Breton.—Four blast fur-
naces, with a combined capacity of
1,100 tons a day; ten open-hearth fur-
naceés, with combined capacity of 800
tons; and two Bessemer converters,
recently added, for the treatment: of
iron for open-hearth practice. All the
steel produced here is used at the
company’s rail and wire-rod mills.

Nova. Scotia Steel and Coal Com-
pany, Sydney Mines.—One blast fur-
nace of 250 tons capacity and  four
open-hearth furnaces, with a eombined
capacity of 150 tons. The products of
these furnaces at Sydney Mines are
sent on to New Glasgow for later pro-
cesses, where the Nova Scotia Com-
pany has rolling mills, and also open-
hearth furnaces of smaller capacity
than those at Sydney Mines. At Fer-
rona, which i3 practically a suburb of
New Glasgow, the Nova Scotia Com-
pany has a blast furnace of 125 tons
capacity; but it has been out of blast
since the early summer of 1905, when

to be alive to its dangers.

s

.the new and much largér furnace was

n Iron and Steel

put inta service at Sydney i
With Newfoundland ores in use
Ferrona furnace is no longer an :
vantageous one to work; and lo
there is a conviction that this, t
modern, furnace of the Nova S
Company,. will ot be. pug intes
again.

Londonderry Iron and Mining Com-
pany, Londonderry, Nova i
There is only one furnace here. It is
the oldest furnace of the modern type
,in’ Canada, and it was chiefly to aid
;the company that then owned it that
the iron bounties were established in
1883 by the Dominien government. It
has been longer on the bounty list than
any ‘other plant. ‘Its daily capacity is
125 tons.

Algoma Steel Company (Limited),
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.—There are
now in service two blast furnaces of a
combined capacity of 500 tons a dav,
and two Bessemer converters with a
combined capacity of 650 tons. Ever
since the rail mill began work in June,
1905, the Algoma Company has been
buying pig-iron to supplement ths
output of these. two.furnaces. A new

‘I blast furnace of 400 tons capacity is,

however, ‘now ' 'in construction, and
four new open hearth furnaces of a
combined capacity of 150 tons are al-
most ready for work. This is the se-
cond largest iron and steel plant in the
| Dominion, and when the third bla<t
! furnace is in operation the furnace ca-
pacity of this western plant will be
within 100 tons a day of that of the
Dominion TIron and Steel Company.
Hamilton Steel and Iron Com :
Hamilton, Ontario.—One blast furnac
of 150 tons capacity at work: one
! blast furnace of 250 tons under con-
Istruction: and four 15-ton open hearth
' furnaces. All the furnace product is
used at the company’s rolling mi
Canada Iron Company (Lim
Midland, Georgian Bay, Ontario
blast furnace of a capacity of 125 1
per day. A second furnace of 200 t
1 250 tons capacity is shortly to be a
ied. Most of the pig-iron made
1is sold to the Sault Ste. Marie Com-
‘pany for use in the cupolas at
| Bessemer plant. There are no opn
{ hearth furnaces or any equipment ad-
| ditional to the blast furnaces.
! Ontario .Iron and Steel Company,
' 'Welland, Ontario.—Two 25-ton open
hearth furnaces and one 20-ton open
hearth furnace. A furnace for smelt-
ing ore by electricity from Niagara
to be built at Welland, but by a con
pany with no close association with
the Ontario Iron and Steel Compar
Deseronto Iron Company, Deseront
Ontario.—One blast furnace with
capacity of 40 tons a day. TUntil re-

| cently this furnace made charcoal ir

but the supply of wood having ¢
dently been depleted, the furnace
now being run with coke as fuel.
Canada . Irop = Furnace Comj
(Limited), Radnor Forges, Quel:
One blast furnace using charcoa
fuel; capacity 25 to 30 tons a day.

The total capacity of Canadian !
furnaces in the active list at the
of writing is 2,335 tons a day.
capacity of furnaces now planme
under construction is 1,100 tons a
and the only idle furnace anywh
the Dominion is that at Fery
Nova Scotia, which is of 125 ton
pacity. There iz an idle open h:
plant and rolling mill at Colling
Ontario; but it was a second
equipment, imported from Ind
up at Collingwood apparentl
cure a municipal bonus, and i
never for long been on the ¢
list of Canadian plants. ILixceptine
Londonderry and Drummondsy
naces, all the plants named v
foregoing list have been installt
the Liberal government in 1897
ed the national policy of th:
tives, and continued and exte
range of bounties payabhle 7
Dominion Treasury on iron and
products.
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