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Animal Curiosities.
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Curious Features in the Brute Creation. !
Crow Ducks Who Drown an Eagle.
How Gorillas Are Caught.

Ingenuit,{

of Thievish Rats.

Pl - h D> BN

Oddities of Animais.

Observe for yourselves. Every
Red dog has the ennd of his taul
while every spotted cat has the end
of her tail black.

Live bees are sometimes shipped on
Jce so as to keep them d rmant during
the journey. This Is ;\;x:‘{if"lz.tr;y t
case with bumble bees, which :
been taken to New Ze aland,where they
are useful in fertilizing t‘:;e re
that has been !IA'.l"J‘ZLL ed into
ony. :

The amount of light )

ained from fire-files not generally

nown. These Insects have t
spots on theil thorax and
fiant wings and the abdome
&lve light s Ticle nal
read a little d
placed in the cente
shed a soft light all
wvery common in Hav ) :
ena, Venezuecla and Mexico. In ;
countries at night the natives affix the
fittle creatures to their shoes, and
thus obtain light to sc€ the road 'and
frighten away the snakes. Mexican
women use them 2as jewels. They tie
them in little gauze bags and put them
§n their hair or on their clothing. They
keep them in wire cages
on scraps of sugar cane. .

Reynard is a knowing animal. The
foxes are much tormented by fleas,
but when the infiiction becomes too se-
were they know how to get rid of tnl-'
gnsects. They gather from the bark
of trees moss, which they carry to a
stream that deepens by degrees. Utrre
they enter the water, gtill carrying
the moss in their mouths, and going
backward, beginning from the end of
thelr tails, they advance by slow de-
grees ti11 the whole body with the ex-
ception of the mouth is el}:h'el_\' fm-
mersed. The fleas, during this proceed-
ing, have rushed in rapid haste to the
dry parts, and finally to the moss, and
the fox, when he according to
his calculation, all
for all the fleas to take their departure,
quietly opens his mouth. ’l‘he. moss
floats off down th stream with
burden of fleas, a d when #t is out

£ the way of jumping reach, the fox
finds its way to the bank much re-
lieved.
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" Ducks Drown an Fagla

1¢ a writer is to be believed, a crow
the Potomac River, cutting up such
capers as to make even a naturalist
gAasD.

“Four years ago,” he writes, “while
shooting ducks with Mr. Waller (Pr
jdent Cleveland’s duck blind builder),
I noticed a flock of 3,000 or 4,000 crow
ducks. After half an hour, 1 noticed
an eagle going toward the flock. When
he arrived at the proper distance,
made a dart, but the ducks, as if by
magic, went under water like a flash
and sent up a volume of water as
a big mine had bheen exploded. This
was done time and time again, and
finally the volume of water thrown up
was =0 great that the eagle was near-
ly drowned. This is a sight seldom
geen, which may occur but ONcCe.al &
ducking life of 50 years.”

The crow duck is also known as the
iAmerican coot, mud hen, blue peter
and Fulica '‘Americana by
hunters and alongshore people. Up
north here these ducks may be =een
in creeks and marshy, reed-grown riv-
ers, but south, in Florida, they resort
in enormous numbers to the lakes,
where bonnets or yellow lilies abound.
They are sly birds, being much
secuted, but in localiti
ing is prohibited, near
¥Fla., railroad pier,
are as tame as Sparrow
ing that they are safe.

The nearest anybody ever cfgne
the drowning eagle story was
M. Chapman, in his “I
North America when 1
«When alarmed they patter o
water,using their feet as much
wings. T sound produced is a
characteristic one.” He does not say
avheiher the water flies or not, but one
could imagine t crow duck just
as it turned up to dive could glve itg
scalloped, webbed feet a kick up be-
hind, like a
urating the
drowned.
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fish out the water, and,
get more or less wet in doing so, but
perhaps the Potomac River eagles are
of a different species than those known
to bird books.—American Field.
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A Good Fish Story.
“]1 was

living

f of course,
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very much interested In &
ecase that shows fish can reason,” said
A. P. Buchannon, of Nashville. “I have
a fish pond stocked with trout. No one
has ever h of the fish,
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The Work of Bees

A writer in the Revue des Sciences !

Naturelles makes the following calcu-
fations in regard to the w ork done by
the bee: When the weather
Mne, a worker can visit from 40 to 80
tdowers in six or ten trips and collect
e grain of I£ it visits 200 or 400
flowers, it will g
ravorable circumstances,
forinight to obtain 15 grains.
+ ould, therefore, take it several yea
%+ » manufacture a pound of honey,
t *hich will fill about 3,000 cells.

A hive contains fr
pees, half of wi

honey
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593}
ch prepare the 1
¢ 1e other half attend nts
of the hive and family. On a fine
day, 16,060 or 20,000 individuals will, in
gix or ten trips, be able to explore
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How CGorillas are Caught.
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| hive inhabited by $0,000 may, therefore,
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The latestup-to-date gorilla that has |

come into civilization is a young lady

fgnrilla that has just been placed on

exhibition in the Zoological Gardens,
in Regent’s Park, London, having
traveled direct from her home in
which is on the French Congo.
particular young female is of
family of gorilla savagel, a fact
of which the most illiterate and unsci-
entific of her captors is fully aware.
When she was captured she was a
bit coy and objected to eloping with a
whole party of men simultaneously.
f£he was a bit backward when she
heard dogs in the neighborhood of her
home. There were several of the dogs
and they were all looking for her, a
fact of which she was not aware when
first she heard their baying. y
The dogs had been set on her track

he
ne

{ by the men, who were anxious to cap-
ried to get away from |

ture her. She
them and failed. When she was busy
trying to keep the dogs off, the men
dashed up and captured her.
Jenny—for so she is known now—

made such vigorous objection to being |
removed from her homne that the men !

had to bind her. Then they slung her
on a pole, and In that undignified
manner was the young lady of the
tribe of G. Savagei canted abocad @

| steamship.
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Tiny Birds as Passengers
Numerous incidents have been recited

1 sufficlent time | showing how the larger and stronger
ywed sufficient time

| animals have assisted and protected

the smaller and weaker ones,

Among the birds, however, there 1s
a practice which is just as interesting
as any of the acts of consideration

| performed by animals. A striking in-

stance of that is shown on the con-
tinent of Europe.

For small birds to attempt to fly
the broad Mediterranean W ould,
wings and powexs of endurance, be
ible. To reach a warmer climato
and Pales-
tine would be quite as certain to result
in their death.

Through the kindness of the crane.
the small birds are enabled
to reach the warmer climate with little
effort.

When the crane is about to migrate
it fiies in wide circles close to the
ground, uttering a loud and pe-
cry, as of alarm, that _can
The small

and they immediately fly to the crane

| and take up a position on the crane’s

back. When he has all the passengers
can carry comfortably, the crane
starts on his long journey. Arrived in
the small birds
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Ingenuity of Thievish Rats.

‘A marvelous exhibition of cunning
and acrobatic ability by rats
a meat markzt
in Brussels, in which the butcher had
decided that not only mo rats should
get into the market, but adopted the
best means at the command of the
an to accomplish

was

that result.
As a step in that direction, the mar-

| ket was surrounded by water.

Fearful that the rats would mot be
barred by the water, the butchers
ided upon the happy plan of cov-
ering the posts of their stalls with
metal having a highly polished sur-
face, on which the rats might not be
able to climb up and get the meat.
he rodents did not climb the Pposts,
but they got the meat. And the way

| they did it was this:
viclous mule, and 8o eat- |~ ©- s i

e} ..
| sight,

a piece of meat that was in
of rats, in response 10O
undoubtedly a summons by
the market. One rat,
an old gray fellow, was in command.
They swarmed about the metal cov-
ered posts and then the smaller ones
ibed on the larger until a pyramid
flat top had been formed. Then
1 his hind legs on top of
forepaws reating
Another rat stood
1t one, in the same
-y above him and so on,
one got up where the
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wter into a ‘seething
s the foam-covered
all directions from tne
errible combat. It was
y & combat, as the whale had no
o with its destroyer. Tighter
iehter grew the relentless colls,
hotrible Dbellowings were emitted
by the ¥ but ite efforts were of
against the supernatural
srronoth of 1ts terrible foe. The offi-
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manifested |
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| The

| munication W

{ and fanaticism.

! played in abatin

| dargerous position he was, practically

!

! by religion and ready o die to the last!
atate positively that the ribs ot !

tinctly heard to crack one after an-

other, the noise resembling the dis-

charge of & cannon. The whale was

finally dragged beneath the waves,

and only the blood-stained waters re-

mained to tell of the fearful ocean
geaQay.

An old sea captain is the authority
for a statement regarding a sea-ser-
pent that made its home in the Soutn
Pacific Ocean. On an occasion in
1868 he visited a small island and no-
ticed that the tops of some cocoanut
trees growing near the sea were bro-
ken. The natives stated that an im-
.nse snake of terrifying aspect had
ypeared from the sea and had eaten
all the cocoanuts on several trees.
While the greater portion of the ser-
pent was in the water, the animal
raised its head to a level with the

al

tree-tops and fiercely devoured a
number of green nuts. The treesl

were 40 to 50 feet high, and according
to a calculation by the captain, the
serpent was over 200 feet long. The
natives were too much terrified to
give any description of the' serpent.
Tts body was in the sea, and it eas-
ily reached the tree-tops. From the
distance of the trees from the sea,
and from the height of the cocoanut
trees the captain was enabled
malke a calculation as to the approxi-
mate length of the monster.
The discovery of the sea
seems to belong to the Nor
Their literature abounds
accounts of monsters of
A favorite diversion of
men’s sea-serpent was §
ships and dining off the crews, and in
those ancient days the Norse sallors
were instructed as to the best meth-

de

the
he Norse-

t

ods of destroying the voracious mon- |

sters.

Thrilling Narrative of the Long Captivity of

Slatin Pasha in the Fanatic Mahdist Camp—
« Chinese” Gordons Death and Slatin’s Rescue.

D eIV D>VN

Only the other day Slatin Pasha was
in Vienna, idling in the sunshine of {
honor and admiration, listening to the
echoes of his fame as they rebounded
from the furthest corners of the civ-
{lized world, Today he is at Wady
Halfa with the southernmost garrison
of Anglo-Egyptian troops walting im-
patiently for the word to move south-
ward the Mahdists, whose
scouts, in flowing white uniforms, are
wheeling against the dazziing equa-
torial sky where it meets the desert
towards Dongola.

A year ago Slatin Pasha was flying
northward across the desert as fast a3
a swift camel could carry him. He
was flying from the Mahdists, whio had
held him prisoner for twelve years,
had loaded him with chains, had sub-
jected him to insults and humiliations,
had threatened each day to torture
him to death., Today he is back in

rainst

this desert with his face turned the
other way. No one in that garrison
loves the Mahdists. But no one hates
them with such a consuming fury as
does this young man whom they aged
vears before his time.

SLATIN’S EARLY CAREER.

TUntil Slatin Pasha published his
book, “Fire and Sword in the Soudan,”
very few people knew anything defi-
nite about the oruel fanatics who swept
England out of the Egyptian equator-
jal provinces, killed and beheaded
Chinese Gordon, and established an
empire of robbers and slave traders
over the most beautiful and most fer-
tila part of Africa. In ‘his book Slatin
Pasha has told the whole story, and
soon every one will know ail about
Mahdism and the Soudan.

Rudolph Slatin comes of an exx« »llent
Austrian family. He was born in 1
and is now 39 years old, When he |
was in his teens he marked out a ca-
reer of military adventure for him-
self. As early as 1870 he had the fever
for African exploration, and in 1874 he
persuaded his family to let him visit
tne Soudan. He traveled over the
scenes of his future hardships and suf- |
ferings and returned to Vienna after
@ year's absence® He became a lieu-
tenant in a reglment of Austrian re-
serves. While he was serviug in the
Bosnian campaign Gordon, newly ap-
pointed Governor-General of the Egyp-
tian Soudanese Provinces, otfered him
a position in his Government.

A BEY AT TWENTY-THREEL.

At the same time Gordon gave &
place to Dr. Emin, then Emin Bey,
afterwards raised to the rank of Pasha
As soon as the Bosnian campaign was
over, Slatin hastened to Gordon at hig
capital, Khartoum, and received a mil- |
itary commission. He was then 22|
years oid. A Yyear later he received
the rank of Bey and was made goV-
ernor of the Province of Darfur, the
most western province of the equator-
ial possessions of Bgypt in the Soudan. |
je was soon installed at El Fash
which has been the capital of Daz fur
and of its Arabian tribes of shepherds
and slave-hunters for more than a
hundred years. There are no braver, |
i r, people on the earth today tran |
these tribes of Darfur. They now form |
the flower of the Mahdist army. Thoy |
fight until-they fall and give and take |
no quarter. They will charge straiznt
up to a battery, and the guns may
shoot them to pieces, but will never

r
Ly

{ cause them to retreat.

THE MAHDI'S MEN.

You must read in the book wof the
many strange men he met; of their
cunning and their wiles; of the curious |
customs and manner of the savas
wars and the exhibitions of brave
1 pass on to his defensive campailin
gainst the Mahdl. It was early in
882 thait Bey heard a 1ru r
a 1s fanatic was call
the people to resist the Gove

the next prov e to the e

later he received a

from the ne yovernor-Gen-

had succeeded Gordon, It

it
named

c

Q
1 + 0
1882 tha
P o
tha ing

cip

hmed was h ing a revolt
very s Bleiin |
y was advised to do all in
prevent the revolt from spreadi
Darfur.
News of the dervish began to pour
in. he Government trcops had been |
ted. Everywhere in Kard
a |the mpeople we? i
slave-hunting tribes were s
northward. The dervish had proclail
himself the long-expected, long- |
»d-for Mahdi who was to free the |
restore the ancient purity of |
e Mahometan religion and drive back |
the infidel. And presently Slatin Bey
found that the Mahdi was in com- |
ith the sheiks he most re-
lied upon in Darfur and that he was
over a smouldering voicano of hatred

and Ge

aar Bl
eopie,

He does not tell you the part he
z this fury, in holding

troops firm to the Government
But you realize in what a

the

standard.

alcne, among these barbaric tribes,
1ooked upon with suspicion because 1
was an@lien both In faith and in race.
And he carried himself with frankness
and firmness and undaunted courage.
If there hdd been such a man as this
vouth at Khartoum, instead of the
ignorant Turk who succeeded Cordon,
» Mahdi would have been captured
sent to Cairo before he had more
hundred open followers.
But the Government delayed, and
day by day the Mahdi grew in power.
Gordon hurried back to KXhartoum.
But it was too late.
Between Slatin and Gordon, the two
Buropeans of conspicuous ability in
that region lay a ‘huge army freazied

man for the Mahdi, the prophet and |
miracle-worker of the new creed. Ev-

{ put his hand in the

{ He heard the uproar and
{ of 'his

| head of Gordon.
{ half opened,
| natural;
| It
{ that

| heroism anc

Mo- |

TS i

| put

ery day that army was increasing, and

the religious fury was rising with the |
Slatin Bey realized

swelling numbers.
that unless England came to the re

cue the Mahdists would overwhelm the

Soudan.

SIEGE OF EL OBEID

Mhey laid siege to El Obeid, the capi-
tal of Kordofan, the next province to
Darfur on the east. El1 Obeid fell,
its inhabitants were stripped, tortured,
put to death, its houses were sacked,
the males were slain, the women were
swept into slavery and after several
days of hideous license. Slatin was
able to assemble a force of 2,000 men,
500 of whom were regulars, that is,
Arabs regularly in the Government
pay, the rest nomad Arabs called in
for special service. Every day there

was a battle, and, in spite of his suc- |
cesses, every day his situation becamse |

more desperate.
His soldiers seemed

to be
heart.

losing

der an 'infidel. So he proclaimed him-
self a Mohametan, appearing before
his army and shouting, “God is God
and Mahomgt is his prophet!”’ “he
men fought®better after that. But
still the Mahdi's power grew. Slatin
was completely surrounded. He

longing to yileld to the Mahdi, a}n'l

they were deserting every night. He |

yielded to the inevitable. He sent
word that he would surrender, that he
realized that the Mahdi was from God,
and that it behooved his humble ser-
vant, Slatin, to vield and become a de-
vout and faithful follower.

In a few weeks he found himself

in the camp 'of the Mahdi, an avowed |

Mahdist, a companifon and supposed

friend of the chiefs he had been fight- |

ing. They received him
and seemed to bear him
for his stout blows. For instance, when
Slatin greatly bemoaned his changed
fortunes to Madibbo, that brave chic@
said: ¢“I am only an Arab, but listen
to me. DBe obedient and patlent, for,

chearfully

it is writtén, ‘God is with the patient.’ |
Who knows? He who lives long sees |

much.”
HICKS PASHA'S DEATH.
Hicks Pasha was defeated and slain
in the north, Gordon was COC ed up
in Khartoum, and the whole Soudan
was at the Mahdi’s feet. Slatin was
summoned before the Khalifa Abdul-
lahi, the Mahdi’s general-in-chie
“God be praised,” said the
pressing Slatin to his heart, “we are
at last united.” ‘“Yes, indeed,” replied
Siatin, the Mahometan Meahdist, not
Slatin the Austrian, ‘“God be praised
for having granted me to live to see
this day. Waen I beheld your coun-
tenance my fatigue at once left me.”’
The Khalifa presented him to
Mahdi. Siatin assured the Mahdi
coming near you I am most happy.”’
The Mahdi urged Slatin to serve him
faithfully, and Slatin eagerly begged
him to administer the oath of allegi-
ance. The Mahdi consented, and Slatin
Mahdi’s hamnd
gwore ‘‘to renounce this
only to the world to

the

and

to look coune,

and that I shall rot flee from the re- |

ligious war.” $Slatin kissed his hand
and was enrolled in the inner circle of
devioted adherents.
SAW GORDON'S HEAD,
1t was while Slatin was in temporary
distavor and chained in tent that
Khartoum was surprised and carvied.

a

tent. Presently
soldier slaves came towards
of them carrying a bloody
vhich something was wrap! Be-
hind them was a crowd of people,
weeping, The blacks unrolled the cloth
almost in his face. It contained the
“His blue eyes wera
mouth was perfectly
of his head and 'his
almost snow-white.”
is a wonderful tribute to Gordon
the people dared 'to weep over

1, even in the Mahdi’s camp. Slaun
the splendid story of Gordon's
aerifice from the liy

ven., Gordon might

He pre-

se black

one

ral

cloth

The
the hair
short beard were

heard

tro 5.
nes that follow-
hoever was

mc

of the city.
of havi

unfortunate peopie Wwe
ficgged until their flesh hung in shreds
from their b 3 Another torture
was to tie two small slips of bamboo
temples, the two ends, before
ind, being joined together anl
as tightly was mpossible. The
then struck with vibrating
which produced inexpressible
Even old women were tor-
in this way.
women and girls only we
1 They we

e

made his selestions, and turned oV

rejected women to his ge:’wra}s.'

is picking end choosing continued
- weeks, until the ‘households of
libidinous and inhuman scoun-
rels were stocked to overflowing with
11 the vouth and beauty of the city.”
THE MAHDI'S DEATH.
A few months aftewards the Mahdi
died, and the Khalifa Abdullabi reign-
ed in his stead. Slatin was now
favorite slave of the absolute monarch
of the Mahdist empire. He says that
this man was as hypocritical as he was
cruel. Like the Mahdi, he
to be a strict observer of the
of the religious law, and tyr:
enforced it upon the people. Als
the Mahdi, he was within doors a
arunkard and debaucher of such utter
degradation that the Occidental won-
ders without comprehending.

Slatin shows by appalling instances
the positive love of ignorance and the
bitter hatred of civilization not only
in Abdullahi but also in Osman Digra

letter

and all the other generals and leaders

of the Mahdists. Abdullahi had rot
the gratorical ability of the Mahdi. He

| was compelled to enforce his rule more

to |

serpent |

in graphic | aw

troyving |

L They believed that they w ere |
lesing because they were fighting un- |

had |
not an officer who was not sec]{‘etly1

no malice |

Khalifa, |

Ton |

world, |

awled out!

in |

ide for the harem of the Mahdi, |
! who, on the actual day of the conquest |

the |

pretended '

]a.nd more by the sword as religious
fanaticism waned and misery increas-
ed. Of the pestilences and famines
that swept the Soudan of about 75
per cent of its population Slatin was
an eye-witness.

After six years Slatin succeaded in
| getting word to his family in Vienna,
i and letters and money and presents
for the Khalifa came in amswer. He
| di@ mot dare let his people negotiate
' his Telease. He knew that the
Khalifa, would have him tortured to

{ for

f he even suggested leaving. He i
nothing

ed to pretend that

n so much as 1o remain in
man, near the representative of
God, Mahomet and the Propaet. And
he asked his family to write flattering
letrers to the Khalifa. These flatteries
| carne in due time and so pleased him
that he ordered Slatin to sand for his
brother. When Slatin told him that
his brother thanked him, hut could
not come, the Khalifa was S0 angry
that he forbade any further writing
or receiving of letters.

LIBERTY AT LAST.

In the last three years of the captiv-
ity Slatin’s family arranged several
plans for his escape. But each time
i the Arabs who were sent )throug‘n the
Mahdist lines failed at the last moment
thnough fear of the horrible death
that would overtake them if the plans
miscarried. Also Slatin’s few friends
among those Arab chiefs who had
vielded to the Mahdi to save their
lives planned for him. But the Khal-
ifa kept him too near his own person

i Omadur
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and had him in %is presence almost
every day all day long.

At last Slatin’s Jfriends in Cairo
found an Arab who was faithful and
brave and resolute. He came ithreugh
the lines, arranged camel stages, and
appeared before Slatin. flatin con-
trived an ingenlous lie which would
deceive his servants, who were spies,
and would lead them to think an all-
night absence perfectly natural. The
night of Jan 20, 1895, Slatin left the
hut in which he had spent so many
yvears of miserable nights, sprang up
behind & waiting horseman and sped
away. An hour’s ride and they came
to the camels, hidden in a clump of
palms. All that night and all the next
day they rode at the swiftest pace of
the camels.

They were seen only oncs, and the
shrewdness of the guide in answering
questions made that incident harmless.
The camels could not stand the pace
and at sunset gave owt. Slatin hid in
the mountains until fresh camels were
brought. He spent neanly a week
there, fed daily by some Arabs who
were of the same tribe as his guaide.
Then the fresh camels came and again
they started. After several narrow es-
capes they got to the edge of the des-
ert.

By a strange series of accidents the
swond he surrendered to the Khalifa
in the Soudan thirteen years ago was
returned to him in London recentiy.
He is wearing that sword today. It
may yet cross the sword of the Xhal-
ifa. DAVID GRAHAM PHILLITS,

i

Busy Readers.

FICKIFE Paris is recovering from
the Russian craze, and things Rus-
sian are no longer fashionable. Even
at the school of Oriental languages,
the oclasses in Russian, which a few
years ago had twenty students on
!an average, now have only two.
TWO-THIRDS of the stray unmuz-
| gled doge impounded in London so far
have been fox terriers. ‘Between
seven and eight thousand of these
have been removed from our midst,”
says the Daily Telegraph, “without
causing any appreciable diminution.”

GEN. BARKER, the new Governor
of the Bermudas, is a Lucknow hero.
He has been over 40 years in the

army, and was long associated with |

| the direction of military education.
| He has al=o held a command in China,
| and an acting Governorship in Hong-
Kong.

AN EASTER gift of unusual muni-
| ficence was part of the offertory at the
church of St. Mary Magdalene, Pad-
dington, London. Notes of the Bank
of England for £2,000 were put into
| the plate by @an anonymous donor for
| wiping away the lange debt on the
i church and parish.

GAYENNE convicts are escaping In
| bands of ten, fifteen and twenty.
though many 4are recaptured or per-
ish, some get back to France. Seven
| men have recently ¢ aped, two from

New Caledonia, one of whom has got-
ten away six times before and an-
| other eight times.

IN advertising candidates
| scholarships in a technical college, the
| Kent County Council recently an-
{ nounced that “in the event of suffi
cient qualified candidates of either
sex not coming forward, qualified can-
didates of the other sex may be select=
ed in their place.”

AFFECTED phrases, new bphrases,
{like gowns made by tailors of fashion,
last one season. At Rome, when art
| declined, statues of empresses had
| hairdress of the latest style. They
| became ridiculous soon; they has to
i be altered, and heads of statues were
| renovated with marble wigs.

BELGIUM’S Catholic Ministry has
| now twelve years in power,
| though only one member of the orig-
inal Cabinet of 1894, M. Vanden-
peereborn, remains in office. The
Prime Minister has been changed three
| times. During the same inte rval
France has had sixteen Ministries.

PRESIDENT KRUGER,
Transvaal Republic
realize what world-wide
in all its manifestations. He has been
| offered a large sum to come to Am-
| erica. to lecture on South African af-
! fairs. As “Oom Paul” is totally de-
| void of a sense of hu he will not
obtain the enjoyment from the offer
| that he might.

It is recalled in London that the
! first of American girls to carry off the
rich and gloried matrimonial
of the British nobility were the Mis
Carroll, of Carrollton, Md. who ap-
peared in L.ondon soclety in 1824, and
took the town by storm. Their fresh
beauty was s h that they speedily
were known as the “three graces” and
i each of them married high up ia the
aristocratic scale, one becoming the
| Duchess of Le another the Mar-

1 of Wellesley and the third
| Baroness Stafford.
| QUEEN VICTORIA 1s the heroine
of an exciting drama now being en-
acted in the leading Siamese theaters.
In this she is about to be married in
Ceylon, her capital, to the King of
Siam, when that outspoken monarch
breaks off the match, and in revel
the Queen invades his country. ¢
ig repulsed with great loss, in spite
of a hand-to-hand combat Dbetw
the Duke of 'Cambridge, armed wi
5‘2” battle axe, and three }'iél‘d)vﬁu falri'_ 3
| and after an explanation of the mis-
| understanding, marries the King of
+ Slam.
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TWO Mormon migsionaries, who are
| musicians and play as well as preach,
returned San Francis
from Samoa, where they have been
laboring during the last eightee
sonths and, they say, with remarka
success. They have established
church at Apia and alleg that
Samoans are easy <converts. One
the missionaries plays a guitar and
harmonica at the same time, and the
other alternates with a flute and
fiddle, Their manner of work was
attract and interest the 'y
their pleying, and then endeavor 10
convert them by their preaching.

A MATRIMONIAL bunco game
| being worked wwith great
among Chinamen in various parts of
Idaho. The bunco team <con ts of
| two women and a man. Both the wo-
| men are said to be of attractive ep-
pearance, one being a blonde and the
other a brunette. The man is about
60 years old, six feet tall, and passes
himeelf as an old soldier. By some
one of half a dozen clever schemes
a Chinaman is induced to marry one
of the women. The wedding takes
! place all right, but the bride promptly
i
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to
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Gossip From Every Land Summarized for

deserts her husband, taking 7

valuables in the way of Eri\gﬁfﬁrg
she 1}as received and such of her hus-
‘bam?s portable property as is ea,sii\*
carried off. lAccording to rcpo’;'?’;
;Ille?t }{ilxvebdo‘ne &n extensive an&
profitable busines Gos he s
few months, T e

HAVING been very successful in
ridding the orchards and vinevards of
the State of several insect pests by
pitting one destructive insect against
another, California is now trying the
same principle in her rivers. Some
of the rivers are almost allve with
carp, which are a serious nuisancé
because of their destructiveness to
other fish. The State Fish Commis-
sfoners have procured a large number
of black hass, of both the small-
mouthed and large-mouthed varieties
guzd turned them loose in the czu'v;-'
infested rivers. [Bass are voracious
feeders and game fighters, and it is
expected they will destroy great num-
bers of the carp fry and eventually
clean out the carp. The bass are, of
course, very desirable game fish to

ga]\;’e in the rivers, while the carp are
Ol

POPE LEO has given

the Irish

1 members of Parliament some good ad-

vice. A letter from Mgr. Kelly, rector
of the Irish College in Rome, to Mr.
Dillon, printed in the Freeman’s Jour-
nal, reads as follows: “I am t0/1‘4~>-
port t}]at today, after the discourse of
the Holy Father in reply to the Vad—
(.1!'05,“ of the Sacred College, I had ti

honor of laying at his feet your per-
sonal felicitations, ete. I said, ‘Holy
Father, our members of Parliament
'ha\'g recently elected a new chairman
in the person of .’ Here His Holi-
pes_s interrupted me, saying, ‘Dillon
is it not? Has he accepted? 1 an-
S\\'(.‘X'}d, ‘Yex, Holy Father,” and today
he charges me to lay at your feet his
huma.gg and felicitations, and at the
same time to implore for benediction.’
He manifested by his look and atti-
tude a particular and paternal accept-
ance of your message. Then he said,
‘Yes, I bless him, and let them be
that he laid his hands impressively on
mine, evidently wishing to incu‘rcats
unity as the desired fruit of his bless-
ing.”

McCULLOCH, one of the Irish poli-
tical prisoners whom Sir M. White
Ridley has just released, has been in-

!thlrt(w:n years of life
| a broken

the |

{ since

prizes |

| not take

| gave me
{ clared that he

terviewcu in Glasgow. He has done

service, and is
man, hawving been in the
inﬁmuary twice a year with fever and
agué. He told his interviewer that
he most touching sight he had seen
since he got out was ‘“a child, an in-«
nocent little mite of a child, toddling
by her mother’s side. I had seen
plenty of men in pnison, but never
I was first locked up had I
looked on a «¢hild.”” Daly, he says, is
quite grey, and very broken down,
and he thinks several of the others
are becoming weak-minded. McCul-
loch has been in Portland since 1801,
but he was first in Pentonville. t ia
to be hoped he exaggerates the story
tells of a [Pestonville officer \\‘nlo,
“gasked what my sentence was. 1 said
, gir.” He gave me a sort of ,».ar:
donic smile, and replied, ‘That will
you long,” and as I 'was
away to avoid his jJeers he
tick in the back, and de-
‘would chamber me.””
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THIL, BENEFICENT CRCW,
What He Does for ths Farmer and theo
Farm Creps, Dospite His Reputation.
If farmers would make a study of

co last week |

i the larger things, like mice.

| mer.

natural history

and 1its bearings on
their property—the relation of hawks
to their hen coops, for instance—there
would be better paying crops.

The “Year Book” of the Department
of Agriculture tells about cow black-
birds and what they eat. About
300 of their stomachs have been ex-
amined, and of these 2,258 contained
food. The birds were Kkilled in twenty-
six States. TForty-eight per cent of
the food was animal, forty-eight per
cent vegetable, and four per ceng

mineral. The bYlackbird has a
ety of things it eats. :

‘““The animal food,” says the report,

nsisted of insects, spiders, myria-
| pods (thousand legs), crawfish, earth
{ worms, sowbugs, halr snakes, snails,
| fishes, tree toads, salamanders (newts),
| lizards, snakes, binds’ eggs, and mice,
| To these might have been added young
birds, fish east up by the tide, min-
| nows caught while swimming in shal-
low <water, and mprobably meat and
carrion of various kinds. Most of the
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! animal food is, of course, insects.These

constitute forty-six per cent of the
| total, the other two per ceant being
The ani-
| mal food is taken mostly in the sum-
In winter the food is mostly
| vegetable matter. The insects_ the
bird kills more than make up the dams=
age he does, especially as his nest-
robbing appears to be only an inci-
dental habit mnot often indulged in.
A large flock of the birds would, of
course, destroy a lot of grain, Some
50,000 would eat about 3,000 pounds a
| day, but they would consume as man
insects, swhich avould more thama,

stroy the amount the bixd does ¥,




