Merf®

‘Made and Merit Maintains the confidence
of the people in Hood’s Sarsaparilla. Ifa
medicine cures you when sick; if it makes
wonderfal cures everywhere, then beyond
sll question that medicine possesses merit.

Trat is just {he truth about Hood’s Sar-
saparilla. We kuow it possesses merit
because it cures, not once or twice or 8
bundred times, but in thousands and
thousands ¢f cases. We know it cures,
absolutely, permanently, whea all others
fail to do any good whatever. We repeat

Sarsaparilla

Tsthe best —in fact tlie One True Blood Purifier.

= i ﬁkm-x‘ﬂ nausr:a, inriigeqtion,
l'lOOd’S Pills vitousness. 25 cents.

© CISCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENGE

An Instance ‘n Which It Sentthe Wrong
Maxn to the Gallows.

Star.

evi-

“I am

it

From the Washington Evening

“Speaking of circumstantial
dence,” said old attorney,
free to confes that I consider
hardly the th to hang = man on,
though it has en done in many
cases, 1 can recall an instance when
I was a er of 12 or 14, in
which who was a leading
criminal lawyer, defended a man who
'was hanged or ierely circumstantial
evidence. The facts were as follows:
diving just edge of our town
was a man wealth, who had a
grand old occupied only by
himself and servants. There were
various stories about how rich he was,
and what large amounts of money
he always kept near him, but he was
never disturbed until ¢ night, short-
ly after midnight, there a ter-
rific disturbance in the old house, ac-
companied by pistol shots, and when
the people who came to see what the
maiter was got in they found the
owner dead with a bullet through his
eye, and butler with his hands
full of jewelry and watches lying in
the doorway of the old gentleman’s
roocim, with a bullet somewhere in his
hiead, but he wasn’t dead.

““His revolver lay by his side, and as
far as could be seen the whole story
was told right there. The butler,
L:ad been in the house only about six
months, had attempted to rob his
master, had been caught in the act
1 shot, but had killed the old man
in the fight. That was the only trans-
Jation of it, and there was no other
for several days, because the butler
had a very serious wound, and was
delirious for a week. However, it was
not fatal, and as soon as he was at
himself he made a statement to the
effect that he had been

Of

house,

was

the

il

his pistol, which had only two loads
in it out of the five, and gone down
into the hall below
noise was.
“He noticed
was partly

that his master's door
open at the far end of
the hall, and hurried toward it.
he approached it he heard his mas-
ter speak to some one asking
was there, and with that there
@ pistol shot, and he jumped into the
room, grabbing a burglar as he did
g0, and at the same time getting a
shot in the head from his master’s
pigkel. Beyond that he
noWing more. His story
ally disbelieved, for
dence of any other person in the house
with evil designs, and all the plunder
that he had not caught
lying on the floor about him, so
that there was no apparent reason
why a burglar should be there. All
the doors we
whe came in

was

response to the alarm,

and there were absolutely no signs of |

any burglarizing from the outside.

“Another strong point was that the |
bullet which was found in the butler’s |

head ez
master, showing
was the master
who shot }

of the affair

tly fitted the pistol of his
conclusively. that it

and not the

when my father
charge of it, and. though he really be-
lieved the butler’s story and tried to
prove it, he eouldn’t do it, and the
man was finally hanged.

“A y later a burglar was
by a policeman in the city
to us, and he
bed that he was the murderer of our
rich man. He had hidden in the house
early in the ever had collected all
he could of jewelry and other
able valuables. and was about getting
out w he was caught both by the
old gentleman and the butler,
that the butier had got the bullet in-
tended for . as he had run

& the old man A

ryihing in tis sudden

had rushed down stairs

in the ‘hallway, from

whence 1 slipped out as soon as

the front door was opened. In the ex-

citement = not observed, and

he got thout any trouble at

all, as the nearness to the « made
stra 'rs S0 common, that their p

ence excited no suspicion. T’ll never

forget that incident, and I'll never be

eath penalty on cir-

in faver of the
cumstantial evi . I don’t ecare how
lvnch is less

shot

Tt
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strong it is. Even
unjust,” and the writer felt that the
attorney was more han half right.

law

NO REST.
“Young man, you should mever go
to bed owing any man a cent.”

“Where would I sleep, father?”—De- |

troit News.

Mrs. Seleste Coon, Syracuse, N. Y.,
writes: “For years 1 could not eat
many kinds of food without produc-
ing a burning, excruciating pain
my stomach.
according to directions under the head
of ‘Dyspepsia or Indigestion.’ One
box entirely cured me. I can now eat
anything I choose without distress-
ing me in least.”
rot caure
be used when a cathartic is required.

the

As 2
jt has been shown
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that the founda-

of Lords dates back to 1400, tho. ear-
liest being 1264, The oldest family in
the British is'es is the Mar family, of
Scotiand, 1052

TiiERE is mot a mcre dangerous
&asg of disoriers than those which
siest the breathing orgars. Nullify
~his danger with Dr. Themas
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who |

awakened in |
the night by footsteps, and had taken |

to see what the !

As |

who |
was |

remembered |
was gener- |
there was no evi- |

in his hands |

‘e found locked by- those |

burglar |
This was the condition |
took |

nearest |
confessed on his death- |

port- |

and |
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I took Parmelee’s Pills |

These pills do |
pain or griping, and should |
result of recent investigations, ;

families of about a dczen |
of the 400 barens in the British House
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His First Ieal in America Was a
Yearling Calf.

Before He Ate It He Broke Away From
Kleven Men Who Were Trying to
Box Him Up —His Owner Says
He's Forty Feet Long and
Weighs 593 Pounds.

New York Suu.

An excited man with a patch of plas-
ter on one cheek rushed into the Sun
office yesterday and asked to see the
snake editor. -

“They are having the greatest kind
of a time down at Donald Burns’ ani-
mal place in South street,” the man
declared, ‘“trying to get a big snake
into a box. 1t is the biggest snake
ever brought to this country, and when
they tried to handle him he got away
from Burns and his men and came
near killing a lot of them.”

A reporter was sent at once to see
how much of this story was true.
Down at Burng’ place, in South street,
just north of where the Brooklyn
bridge crosses that street, there was
a large gathering of people. The small
oOffice part of the animal stere, which
i= sevarated from the rest by a high
and strong iron network partition, was
full of men whose interest seemed to
be concentrated unon a long and
l strong new box which was in the ianer

room, close tg the partition.

“He’s in there!” exclaimed one of the
men as the reporter entered. The
| enake that had caused the excitement
| was evidently safely caged by that

time, but he was still a matter a local
interest. Donald Burns was inside the
rartition with a number of his lusty
assistants, and he was giving direc-
tions for making a hole in one end of
the box and connecting a stove with it
to keen the hig snake warm.

“T hear you have been having
{ trouble with a snake,” said the re-
porter.

“Hush!” whispered Burns. “I have
been keeping the thing quiet. How did
You hear of it? You know I didn’t
want it to get out that any animal,
wild or tame, ever got the better of
me. T have heen handling #nimals
and snakes ever since I was a boy—
elephants, lions, tigers, wildcats, boas,
rattlesnakes, copperheads—and nothing
ever got the the best of me before. It
was awful, T tell you. Look at this!”’
Mr.Burns threw back the hasp which
held shut the 1id of a smaller box
which stood beside the bilg new one,
and opened the cover. Then he loosen-
ed and raised the inside lid of glass
which covered the contents of the
box, and, making a quick move, caught

a bigz snake by the neck, just back of
the head.

“Catch hold of him. boys,” he cried
| to his assistants, three of them
grasped different portions of the snake
as Burns drew it farth. They stretch-
ed it out muntil its head and tail were
probably ten feet apart; but the snake
did not seem to like the operation, and
kept a good part of #s length con-
cealed by pulling itself up in ringletted
kinks. “Put him back!”’ velled Burns.
..The snake was perhaps six inches in
giameter at the thickest part of its
body.

“He's a pretty good-sized chap, isn’t
he?” asked Burns, He's nearly twenty
feet long, but he’s not a marker to the
.;{'hpr’ one, You see I could handle

1im.’
Then Burns 'went over to the big
' box and opened it cautiously. This

box also had an inside set of lids filled
in with heavy plate glass.

“There.” exclaimed Burns, “ls a
| snake that is a snake. He is between
30 and 40 feet in lenzth, weicths 503
{ pounds, and measures two feet around

the biggest part of his body. Talk
about handllng him! He’s the only
{ brute that ever got away from Donald
Burns. TLook at him now!’

Burns had opened the glass cover.
The great python lay coiled at one end
| of the box, with his head resting com-

fortably upon the upper coil of his
body. He made altogether a pile about
as big around and as high as one of
the coils of hawser that are to he seen
| on the decks of a square-rigged ship.
The snake’s little yvellow bead-like eyes
| Were alert, but he seemed not at all
anxious to move. Burns advanced a
hand carefully toward the snake's
1 head, and suddenly darted it forward
and closed his powerful fingers about
the snake’s neck.

The neck is slender compared to the
| Test of the body, but still it makes a
big handful. The moment the fingers
t closed the snake began to stretch out
its head, and it became apparent that
| even a powerful man like Rurns could

not hold it. Burns suddenly released

his hand. The snake poked out its
| forked tongue once or twice and then
i returned to its former position.

“He has been fed since we had the

tussle with him,” said Burns, ‘“or I

an
al

j couldn’t even do that mmech with him. |

{ T fed him a yearling calf and he swal-
| lowed it whole after crushing every

bone in its body. He is a rock pyvthon
{ from Southern Java. He was caught
in a trap on May 14, and came here 4in
the trap. I am sorry that I let the
| Ttalians carry off that trap and break
| it up. Tt was a curiosity in itself. Tt
| was made of teak-wood and bamboo.

At one side was a hole, and this had
| pieces of pointed bamboo running in
| from it like the wires in our rat traps.
The natives in Java put a goat linto
the trap for bait. and the snake went
in through the hole cfter the goat.
{ When he got in he couldn’t get out.
He was never taken out of the trap
{ until T tock him out. He was sent to
| Singapore, where my agent bought
{ him, and he was sent to me on the
| ship Ben—Ben—something or other.
| She got in on Thursday at the foot of
Market street. They brought the trap
down here on a truck, and T got ten
‘longshoremen to help get it into the
shop and take the snake out. We took
the trap Into the front opart of the
store, behind the partition, and
it beside the new box, where the snake
is now.

“TI opened the trap and caught the
big fellow by the neck. ‘Everyhody
i catch hold.’ T ealled. Every one of the
ten ’longshoremen got a hold and we
puiled the big fellow out of the box.
We'd just got him straightened out
| when he began to rear. T weigh more
| than 200 pounds, but do you know
he
| Hie lifted me
thrashed the

up
floor with me. Al the
the room as if they were infants every
time the snake twisted. Then the
brute drew himself up, and I saw he
{ was getting ready
i about some of us.
‘Save yourselyes, boys!” I cried, and
i just then the snake gave
i swish and broke loose.
the snake made straight for the back
room. I tried to get hold of him again.
| but he faced us and twisted his tail
into the bars of the little elephant’s
cage, and T didr’t care to go near
him., The way we got him into the
box wes to targle him up in a mnet
ard then work flm in. I tell you he’s
a corker.”

their children to <top eolic and loose-
inrf-:, 5f the bowels. Dr. J. G. B. Sie-
“rt & fors, sole manufacturers,

put- |

lifted me up as if I were a child, |
about two feet and !

to wind thimself |

a great i
I let go, and '

‘ihe toon.”
Mothers zive Angostura DRitters tof
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New Zealand's Legislators Seem te Bank
People Above Praperty.

*TLabor Legiskation in New Zealand”
was the subject of a lecture recently
delivered in London by the Hon. W. P.
Reeves, the Agent-General of - that
colony. /The London (Chronicle re-
ports him as saying that, although the
New Zealanders had not yet attained
all at which they aimed, yet they
had done a good deal. Very few work-
ers worked more than eight hours a
day, and factory owners and business
men had informed him that not only
did their employes put in a good day’s
work during the eight hours, but they
thoroughly earned the high wages they
received.

The islands, said the lecturer, would
never form a great empire, and they
did not possess one millionaire, but
they could boast of moderate wealth
scattered over a small community. Ed-
ucation had arrived at such a stage
that total illiteracy was almost un-
known. For these and other reasons
New Zealand was a favorable theater
for “experiments” in legislation.

The rulers of the country mow used
the collective wealth and status of
the community in order to endeavor
to better the lot of the mass of the
people. Most of the important work
had been done during the last five
years. The State was the largest
landowner, and of late there has been
a strong feeling against parting with
more of the freeholds. The result was
that land was leased in perpetuity.
Not only were the nailroads the prop-
erty of the State, but an insurance
business was also in Government
hands. Public trustees took care of
intestate estates, and much good was
accomplished in this way.

The State also dinterfered in the
labor market. Of late State Socialism
had made great progress. The party
which came into office five years age
was composed of the old Liberal party
—founded by Sir George Grey—and
the Labor party. The latter was not
an independent party, inasmuch as
he Radicals accepted their pro-
gramme. The Labor party, therefore,
became a wing of the Radical party,
and by this means valuable reforms
had been accomplished. In the be-
ginning of 1891 Mr. John Balland
(8ince deceased) came out with a
programme highly Socialistie, but not
labeled as such. KEach.measure was
produced on its own merits, and by
this method much parliamentary sup-
port, which otherwise would have been
lost, was secured.

With regard to the land, leases of
99 years were granted at a rental of
4 per cenit on the original or “prairie”
value to bona-fide settlers. Cerntain
Radicals—of whom the speaker was
one—thought the terms too good, but
Parliament overruled them. The ob-
jection to 1large estates—which the
Government had parted with in the
past—was that they were, as a rule,
mere cattle or sheep runs. Legislation
had had the effect of enabling the
Government to repurchase many of
these estates, either by private agree-
ment or by arbitration, and they were
now being split up and offered to small
occuplers.

They had a graduated income tax,
and a land tax so arranged that the
burden was very Hght on small land
owners. The labor laws were some-
what remarkable. Prior to 1891 fac-
tory acts, etc.,, were in existence, but
since then a great advance had been
made. The amended factory act, pass-
ed in 1894, brought within its meshes
nearly everyv Kkind of workshop in
New Zealand. If only one employer
and one employe were together in a
room it must be registered as a fac-
tory. Great care was exercised as to
the employment of the young, and the
powers of the inspectors were arbi-
trary to an extraordinary extent.

The chief object of the act was to
protect women and “young persons,”
but maturally it also benefited adults,
especially as regards sanitation. There
were strict regulations as to the hours
of labor and for the prevention of
accidents. As reganrds deduction from
wages, none could bg made on the
ground of absence or late arrival,
save where ‘“special damage” could

i be proved, the result being that such

deductions were mow practically un-
known.

The truck act of 1892 stipulated that
every worker wias entitled to be paid
in money without any deduction what-
ever. Provision had also been made
for the protection of workmen against
weak or dishonest contractors, with
excellent results. The shop assistants’
act began with a desire for a half-
holiday and ended in a serious strug-
gle. It took Mr. Reeves five years
to get the bill through. It shut up aill
shops for half a day each week, and
each district chose its own day. The
bill also laid it down that there must
be wsitting accommodation for fe-
male shop assistants. The conspiracy
law amendment act put trades unions
on exactly the same footing as other
organizations. Ome clause, however,
provided that employes of gas and
water companies must give a fort-
night’s notice before coming out on
strike.

The Government also dealt with
maritime matters, and after two
vears’ fighting it was enacted, am-
ong other thfings, that every ship
should have a complement of skill-
ed seamen.

Mr. Reeves went on to decribe the
machinery of the conciliation and ar-
bitration act, the object of which, he
said, was to do away with strikes and
lock-outs, and substitute for them the
decision of conciliation ' boards, or,
failing them, of a State arbitration
count. MHe' admitted that it was an
experiement, but if anything ecould
be substituted for strikes or lock-outs
it was the duty of every civilized na-
tion to try it. Since the act wds pass-
ed no dispute had occurred to call
for its interference, but that wuas
largely due to the fact that of late
vears his party had succeeded in per-
suading workingmen to refrain from
trade quarrels in order to put @all their
force into politics.

In conclusion, Mr. Reeves said that
one of his last acts before leaving
New Zealand for England was to se-

| cure the passing eof an act affecting
| servants’ registry offices.

ONLY AN AMATEUR,
“I trust your husband is a Chris-
tian, Mrs. Bjames,” observed the

! wit] | pastor, who was making a call.
men behind were heing thrown around !

“Well, yes,” returned™ Mrs. Bjames,
somewhat hesitatingly. ‘“He’s very
amateurish as yet, but I have hopes
of him.”—Chicago Tribune.

JOCK’S BITTER

MENT,

In the Highlands, even yet, *‘the
last rites and ceremonies” are looked
upon as an excellent excuse for copi-
ous refreshment. An
farmer and his man were both invited
to a funeral. Both, however,
not go, so the farmer said to his man,

“Jock, T'll be gaun’ doon to the burial |

the day, but 1'll let you awa’ the

s morn’s nicht to the siree (soiree) in
Jock’s face was a living !
picture of anger when he gurgled out !

his reply: “To Jerico with yer siree!

sirees!”

! which these authors may
{ pended to them; but it would appear
{ certain, at finst sight,

; fail to extinguish

DISAPPOINT- |
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How a Girl MNakes a Comfortable
Living.

Adjusts Refractory Gas Burners so
That They Will Work Properly.

oo em—om——

Some months ago a little brown-
eyed, low-voiced woman ilocated in
Kansas City and hung out a sign
which read, “Lucy Adams, Gas Stove
Inspector.” At first people imagined
she was some sort of a city official,
but it was soon learned that she knew
all abeut stoves and was in the busi-
ness of adjusting them so that they
would work properly. Before she came
to Kansas City housewives had all
sorts of trouble with their stoves,
which would every now and again “get
on a streak of cutting up capers.”
What man could tell in clear woman
language how to keep the pie crust
from soaking, the hiscuits from burn-
ing or the bread from being under-
done? When Miss Adams tackles a
refractory stove she does it in a busi-
ness-like way that compels admiration.
She carries a handbag of tools with her
always, and after a critical glance
over the various parts of the stove
she will whip out her pincers, spike-
nail, screw-driver, etc., and is at work
in a jiffy, for all the world like a man
plumber. The screw-driver comes in
handy to tighten the “mixers’—little
screws that- the gas feeds through.
The pincers are used to cut off super-
fluous wires that stove adjusters have
overlooked, and the spikes assist small
wamanly muscles to turn the gas on
or off in the stove. All the while Miss
Adams is at work she is giving a run-
ning comment of directions and hints
to the owner of the stove. To begin
with, she directs that the stove bhe
greased inside and out with common
lard to preserve it from rust. Then
follows a practical lesson in copking.

Some housewives rather resent this
sort of thing, but Miss Adams doesn’t
mind, receiving scornful sniffs with
the greatest good humor. The result
generally is that before she has left
the house the good wife knows a good
deal more about cooking than before
the little brown-eyed woman was call-
ed in.

In speaking of her experience among
the housewives of Kansas ©City she
said tg a reporter: “There is aun infin-
ite difference in the way ‘homes are
kept, as an insight into kitchens will
show. It is not so much in the amount
of money expended as in the expeni-
ence, good ‘taste and character of the
housekeepers., There is one conclusion
I have formed: You can teil little about
a woman’s character from her parlor.
Sometimes the kitchen is in keeping
with the parlor, but very often it is
entirely different. I long for the wo-
men to organize and to become thor-
oughly cognizant with the principles
of domestic science. So much respon-
sibility rests with a housewife. She
may make a domestic paradise or the
reverse. Very often a woman holds
these responsibilities lightly, and the
lives around her are miserable ac-
cordingly.”

REPORT 0@ VACGGINATION.

It Was Scandalous Long in Coming and
Is by N> Means Decisive.
London Times.

The length of time consumed by t.}}e
royal commission on vacecination in
dealing with questions as to which
all the materials necessary for ar-
riving at sound conclusions had for
many years been available to all who
wished to use them thas been little
short of @a public scandal, and has
been indirectly the cause of a small-
pox mortality which both could have
been, and ought to have been avoid-
ed.

Weak-kneed or igmorant boards of
guardians have been terrorized by
anti-vaccinatons, and in many places
Lave permitted the law which they
were charged to administer to fall
almost completely into abeyance. Im
one locality in which this state of
things has existed, the resulting epi-
demic has come just in time to fur-
nish the commissioners while engaged
in considering their report with a
frightful example of what would hap-
pen <¢isewhere if neglect of wvaccin-
ation were ever to become general.

In the city of Gloucester, in the
early part of this year, it was a fact
that scarcely any children who had
been born there, and who were under
the age of 10, had been vaccinated;
and, as a consequence, in the three
months covered by the last quarterly
report of the Registrar-General, the
death from smallpox in the city were
277 in number, and amounted to an
annual rate of 27 for every thousand
persons living.

A hospital physician of conspicuous
ability has been employed by the
commission to wvisit Gloucester from
time to time during the continuance
of the epidemic, and it is probable
that his description of its incidence
and its decline will form not a sal-
ient feature of the general report,
but also a basis for conclusions of
the highest value in the interests of
public safety.

We are at present necessarily un-
able to give the actual decisions of
the commissioners on any of the im-
portant questions submitted to them,
but the rumor that the report will be
signed by all of them except Mr. Pic-
ton and Dr. Collins may, we think,
be taken to be conclusive with regard
to its general tendency, and to show

that the contentions of the anti-vac- !

cinators will derive no support from
it.

‘We hear also that the two medical
members, Sir Guy Hunter and Mr.
Hutchinson, have appended a memao-
randum advising that not only vac-
cination, but also revaccination,
should be rendered compulsory; while
Mr. Bright and Mr.
ject to any form of compulsion, and
think that greater facilities should be
given for free vaccination, including
visits by the vaccination officer

cal attendance in case of any injuri-
ous effects being attributed to the
operation.

It would, of course, be impossible to
criticise any such memoranda as
those above mentioned until they are
before us in detail, with any praec-
tical suggestions or qualifieations
have ap-

that revaccin-
if strictly enforced, could not
smallpox entirely,
and to leave it with nothing but a
place in history by the side of the
jail fever and the black death.

The argument for revaccination is

ation,

i that it is the only means of rendering
i protection permanent;
. compulsion is that the “liberty’’claim-
Invernesshire |

and that for
ed for the anti-vaccinator is product-
ive of far-reaching disease and death,
falling wupon persons who have mo
ehare in his superstitions and who
vet cannot be preserved from the
consequences of them.

Wherever vaccination is not univer-
sal, there, either from folly or care-
lessness, a residum of susceptible

{ persons will be found, and in such
I wad rather hae ae funeral than ten |

conditions it is hopeless to expect
the entire disappearance of the dis-
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3 Study Economy...

Everybody considers it a luxury to wuse
Johnston’s Fluid Beef, and so it is, but when
it can be bought in 16 oz. bottle for g1.c0 it
is also economical.

Johnston’s
Fluid Beef
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16 oz. Bottle,
$1.00
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ease.
ation are already very considerable,
and the facilities for obtaining free
medical attendance not only by the
poor, but by persons who could not
properly be so described, are already
sufficient to exert, especially in large
towns, a decidedly pauperizing infiu-
ence upon the community.

It would probably be a matter for
much regret if this influence were
further extended by act of Parlia-
ment, more especially as the only ill
effects observable after by the en-
deavors of parents to prevent the
operation from being successful, or
by inoculation of the scratches with
some form of septic dirt.

Law is, or, at east, may be, a great
educator, and the present law, if en-
forced, would serve to impress upon
the minds of careless people that it
was their duty to take a certain small
amount of trouble for the sake of
protecting, not wonly their children,
but also their neighbors, from a
scourge which is no respecter of per-
sons.

ALLIGATOR SENSE.

They Don’t Have Much Refore They Are
100 Years Qld.

“Do you know,” said Col. Ben Cason,
leaning back in his cdhair, ‘“that alli-
gators are the most affectionate crea-
tures on earth? They’'re wonders.
They’ve got more sense than a dog.

“How do I know? Haven’t 1 educat-
ed ’em? Ain’t there an alligator 110
Years old in Des Allemand T ayou that
would work his tail to the bone for
me if T asked him to? What are you
laughing at? You get a gallon of mo-
lasses and a long-necked bottle, and
I’I‘I show you how to tame alligators.
It's the easiest thing on earth. They're
so affectionate.

“On June 23, 1885, I went to Des Al-
lemand Bayou fishing. A megro named
Baptiste Fortier had just caught an
alligator 100 years old. I could tell by
the rings around him. You can’t train
a young alligator. I paid him $4 95,
and Jim, that’s the alligator’s name,
was mine, I put a chain around his
neck.

“Then I got me a long-necked bot-

tle, filled it with molasses and walked
up to him. He opened his jaw to nab
me. That was my chance. I shoved
the neck of the bottle in his mouth,
just back of his ears, where an alli-
; &ator has no 'teeth.
“I tilted the bottle up. Jim tasted
i the molasses and began wagging his
tail. He broke Baptiste’s leg, but that
Was an accident. He was as gentle as
a setter dog from the minute he tasted
the molasses.

“I taught him a, lot of pretty tricks—
how to cateh flies, how to stand on
his tail, how to chew tobacco. Finally
I harnessed him up to a boat. He
looked around at me to see what I
t wanted. 1 reached over the side of
! the boat and pushed him a little. Then
i he understood. Off he went.

‘“When I pulled on the rope I had
around his neck he was nonplussed for
a minute, but he soon caught on, and
now when I go to Des Allemand’'s I
! never have to hire anybody to paddle
my canoe.
me anywhere I want to go.

“Say, do you know, Jim is as glad to
see me whenever 1 pass that way as
if he was a relative of mine. What's
that? Of course it's ithe truth. Ask
Baptiste. He takes care of Jim for
me while T am in New Orleans.”—New
Orleans Times-Democrat.

BETTER THAN HIS FATHER’S.
George Clarke, the celebrated nego
minstrel, being on one occasion ex-
amined as a witness, was severely in-
terrogated by the barrister, who mwish-
ed to break down his evidence. “You
;are in the mnegro minstrel business, I
| believe?” inquired the lawyer. “Yes,
sir,” was the prompt reply. “Is not
that rather a low calling?” demanded
the lawyer. “I don’t know but what it
is, sir,” replied the minstrel; “but it

[is so much better than my father’s

that I'm rather proud of it.” “What
was your father’s calling?” “He was
a lawyer,” replied Clarke, in a tone

:hat put the court in a roar of laugh-
er.

The facilities for free wvaccin-
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Jim attends to carrying j
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Ten Cents Worth of Future.
There are still many people who
think they can learn something of t.he
future, or discover how to get rich
without work, by consulting. ‘‘seers”
and “prophets.” But it is not often
that one gets so much information
and good advice, even for the usual
fee of a dollar, as an Illineois youth
got for 10 cents. He sent his dime
and a letter asking for a ‘“‘prediction”
to what he supposed was the address
of a ‘“seer’” in Boston. In a few days
he received the following reply, writ-
ten on the stationary of a great raii-
way company, and signed by a man
whose industry and ability have made
him a respecited officer of that com-
pany:

“Dear Sir,—Your favor of the
addressed to Box 213, found its
into the office of a hardware firm
who rent that box. They felt that
they could not do you justice in the
way of predictions, and so turned the
letter over to me. This is not strictly
my line of business, but I will try
you your money's worth.

“Now, judging frem your age, as
stated—29 years—I should say you are
not an old man; but you are certainly
old enough to know better.

“The sample of hair inclosed is nof
coarse enoug’h for an Indian’s, so 1
know you aie not of that race, Be-
sides, no Indian would squander 1"
cents on his “future” when he couli
buy red flanm2l or war-paint with it.

I notice thiat you want to marry 1
rich girl, and that you *“prefer oni
with blue eyes and gelden hair,” an
you ask whant your chances are,
should say they were about the sam¢
as your chamces of getting struck by
lightning or being elected Presiden(
of the Umited States. Such things d¢
happen, but the danger isn't enougl
to keep a rman awake nights, worry
ing about it. Besides, the man wh
values his fuiture at 10 cents is likel;,
to find the highway of love prett]|
hard sledding;.

“You want to know how you cal
be sure to have more money at thse
end of the year than you have now,
That is easy: Save more between
times.

“Now, young man, your future will
depend entirely upon yourself. Every
man is the architect of his own for-
tunes, and can build them up at will.
It would do you no good to know
your future ahead of time, for then
it would cease to be a future, and
the uncertainties which every man
has to provide for, and which show
whether he is good for anything or
not, would be eliminated.

“You can’t make a success of life
by getting your future in advance
and then quietly sitting dewn and
waiting for it to mature. The best
way is to get an Oriental hump on
yourself, and hustle while you wait.
Find a hoe and a turnip patch, or,
when you feel like going courting,
take a buck-saw and call on the wood
pile, and your future will take care
of itself.

“I feel that this is all 1 can afford
to give you for 10 cents. Very truly
yours, H. D. BLLANK.,

“P. S.—A friend of mine and myself
have appropriated the 10 cents.”

21st,
way

COURTRIGHT.

Courtright, Dec. 5.—The Dodds fam-
ily and the Hutton family, who have
been spending a few weeks’ holidays
at the Hotel Bedard, have returned
home to Detroit.

Mr. M. Campbell, mayor of Chat-
ham, spent the evening of Thursday
at the Hotel Bedard, on his way to
Detroit.

The ball that was gotten #ip in the
Stewart Hall by C. Hayars proyed to
be a great success.

A. Bedard and wife visited Sarnia
on Friday.

Mr. James Kerr is becoming badly
*crippled with rheumatism.

Steps have been taken by the peo-
ple of the town to have a ‘“‘continua-
i tion class™ in our school. Tt was put
| to a vote, and carried by 26 to 16.

Worms cause feverishness, moaning
and restlessness during sleep. Mother
Graves’ Worm Exterminater is pleas-
ant, sure and effectual. If your drug-
gist has none In stock, get him to
pracure it for you,




