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aBSHBHHBHB*ad, as he shook hands with the stew-1 
art.

“How do yon do. Bright?” he said. I 
"Taken you by surprise, you see.” j

Bobby stared, then emitted a low I 
whistle, and grinned. But Decline's 
face wore no smile. It was red for a 
moment, then very pale, and her eyes 
sought Gaunt's, then hid themselves 
under their long lashes.

This man, to whom she had been 
abusing Lord Gaunt, was Lord Gaunt 
himself! Humiliation, shame, and con­
fusion fell upon her and seized her in 
their clutches while one could count 
twenty; then something like resent­
ment and linger took their place; and 
she drew back and turned her face 
away. But she could hear Lord Gaunt 
talking steadily and slowly, as If to 
afford time for the embarrassment to 
pass.

"Tes; I should have written to say 
I was coming, Bright, but I—well, I 
didn’t make up my nlind until the last 
moment”

"Delighted to see you, my lord." said 
Mr. Bright “notice or no notice. Of 
course, I should have preferred a 
short warning. The house—well. I'm! 
afraid the house is scarcely fit to re­
ceive you."

“That’s all right” said Gaunt "I 
shall not stay long; half an hour."

Mr. Bright looked at Bobby and Dé­
cima.

“This is Mr. Deane, of the Wood­
bines, a neighbor of yours, my lord,” 
he said.

Lord Gaunt held out his hand to 
Bobby, upon whose face the grin still 
flickered.

"Very glad to make your acquaint­
ance, Mr. Deane," he said.

“Thanks,” said Bobby; “and I*m 
glad to be able to thank you for the 
permission to fish. This is my sister 
Décima.” \

Lord Gaunt went up to Detima, who 
stood perfectly still and without mak­
ing any response to the introduction.

“I can not hope for forgiveness this 
time!" he said in a low voice, unheard 
by Bobby and Bright, who were for 
their part discussing the strangeness 
of Lord Gaunt's sudden and unan­
nounced visit. "But you will admit that 
the temptation to conceal myself was 
very strong. If Mr. Bright had not 
turned up, I should have got away 
without your learning that I was the 
‘heartless’ owner of Leafmore.”

The tears of vexation were very 
near Declma’s eyes.

“It does not matter,
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Gaunt looked at her with hie weary 
smile.

“I’m half inclined to think he might 
be persuaded to do so, If he heard 
you, Mise Deane."

Décima flushed slightly and frowned 
a little.

"Oh, I! It does net matter what I 
think. I am only a girl, and quite Ig­
norant; and—and I ought not to have 
said what I did. But—hut— How did 
I come to say it?”

“You have said nothing wrong or in­
discreet.” he said, more gently than 
he had as yet spoken. “Every word you 
uttered was trite and Just, and I know 
that he would be the first to admit It. 
Think no more of It—or him. Here is 
your brother—and, as I prophesied, 
quite absorbed In hie fishing."

They had reached the end of the 
Toad, and were standing on the crest 
of a steep little hill, at the bottom of 
which Bobby was busy flogging the 
stream.

“Mind how you go down," said 
Gaunt “It Is steeper than it looks, and 
the grass Is short and slippery. Will 
you give me your hand?"

“Oh, no; thanks!” said Décima. “I 
can manage quite well; I shall not 
fall.” »■

She began to descend with her light 
firm step; but, suddenly, she trod on 

'It was not so ( a small stone which rolled away from 
ntion. Twenty under her feet and she slipped. Gaunt 
oet it not won wls by her side, and hie hand went 
lie life to the out and caught her arm, almost as it 
e paused and bad done at the lion's cage at the Zoo. 
i Irony—“if he Décima looked up at him with a laugh 
not meet with —the laugh of a girl whose heart is 

still in her keeping, and who has not 
ntf said De- learned to thrill at any man's touch.

“That serves me right for boasting! 
moment. Now I was nearly down, was I not?”

“I am Lord He looked at the sweet, laughing
•without irony or ear-
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casm this time.
“Better take my arm," he said.

thanks; I am going to run 
she said; and she started as

she sadi, with 
a little, a very little, catch In her 
breath. “It does not matter in the very 
least. But—but I think you might have 
stopped me when I was talking of you 
yourself, not knowing that—that you 
were Lord Gaunt.”

"T might,” he said; “but it would 
have given me pain to reveal myself; 
and—well, we men all shrink from 
pain, you know. However, you said no­
thing that was unjust or uncharitable; 
and if it will console you, let me assure 
you that the truths you uttered have 
done me some good. For once, at any 
rate, I have seen myself as others see 
me.”

Décima gnawed her lip softly.
"Are you still—mocking me?” she 

said; and there was something In her 
voice which brought the color to 
Gaunt's face.

“Mocking you?” he said, and his 
voice rang deep and low and full of 
pain. "Great Heaven! don’t you see 
that I am burning with-shame of my 
cowardice? that I would now giye the 
world if I had had the pluck to own 
up? My dear young lady, there Is no 
mockery of you in my mind; nothing 
but respect for your denunciation, no­
thing but—How can I convince you, 
prove—■*’

Mr. Bright approached.
“Will you come up to the Hall, my 

lord? I have so much I should like to 
say, and—and—you said something 
about half an hour.” He ended regret­
fully.

Lord Gaunt was looking at Declma’s 
averted face. He turned his eyes to 
the ground, and, at last, as if he were 
awakening from a brown study and 
had come to a sudden resolution, he 
raised his head and said, quietly:

“I will come to the Hall, Bright. I 
can’t give you more than half an hour 
to-day; hut I ehall be down In a few 
days.”

“Down?” said Bright, with a flush of 
eagerness. “Do you mean that—that?"

Gaunt nodded.
(To be continued.)
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“Oh, no 
down, 
his clasp relaxed.

“Well, Bobby!” she exclaimed. "Are 
you catching all Lord Gaunt’s fish?”

" ’Sh-eh!" said Bobby, rebukingly, 
and without looking round. “Don't 
kick up such a shine, or you'll frighten 
every trout in the river! What fear­
ful ignorant things girls are! Keep 
out of sight; and mind the hook when 
I throw, or you’ll have It in your hair 
or your clothes."

Décima withdrew out of the radius 
of the fishing line as it flew back and 
'round in Its graceful curve, and Gaunt 
went up to Bobby.

“Any sport?" he said, raising the 
lid of the basket

Bobby nodded.
“Very fair. But they’re rather small, 

aren’t they? There’s a big one Just 
over by that bush, and I’ve been trying 
for him for the last ten minutes; hut 
I can't get him.”

"You don’t quite reach, 
said Gaunt

“No, I don’t" admitted Bobby. "I 
can throw fairly straight, but not so 
far as I would like; the fly falls about 
a yard short of where he Is feeding. 
You try."

Gaunt hesitated a moment then took 
the rad and threw the fly.

"It It there? Ah, yes; I see him.”
exclaimed
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Bobby, with a flash of excitement “I 
say, what a fly you throw! That was 
splendid!” y •

Gaunt handed him the rod, hut Bob­
by shook his head determinedly.

"Not much! You hooked him, and 
you ought to land him. It’s a beauty! 
Here, Decle; come and see your first 
trout being killed. This gentleman’s 
hooked the beggar I have been trying 
for ever eo long.”

Décima ran up and stood watching 
the business, little guessing the skill 
with which Gaunt was playing the 
big trout bnt understanding enough 
of the operation to share in Bobby’s 
excitement x

“Oh, what a splendid fellow!" she 
exclaimed, as Gaunt brought him to 
the bank and Bobby slipped the net 
under him.

"Thank you,” said Gaunt handing 
the rod hack to Bobby.

Bobby laughed.
"You throw a beautiful fly, sir," he 

said. "Are yon staying here? If eo, IT1 
ask Bright—the steward—to give you 
permission to fish. Halloo! here he le!" 
he broke off as a short, thick-set man, 
with a pleasant good-humored face, 
came round the hill. “HI, Bright! how 
are you? Just look at this fish! This 
is my sister. Décima, this is Mr. 
Bright This gentleman caught him. 
Why, what’s the matter r he broke 
off; for Mr. Bright’s face, ae he turn­
ed to "the stranger." had grown red 
with surprise and delight and raising 
hi» bat he came forward with an 
eager exclamation of—

"Lord UaunU"
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