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REV. A. G. BAYLEY,

Bonavista.
LIFT TP TOUR HEARTS!

EASTER, preceded by the Passion 
id Death of Jesus Christ glorifies 
T ever, a law which runs through 
! the world, of nature, and of men, 
at sacrifice alone is fruitful in 

6eat and good results.
The joy associated with the first 
STER DAY is renewed, and in- 
ases every year. What a day Eas- 

■ will be, for millions who have su fi
red, when this'Great "War is over! 
must bring its lessons" of high hope 
all who strive and suffer for the 

jht. For Easter celebrates the he
lming of the end of death, and its 
nmph of righteousness.
The Agony and the Cross were en- 
red by Christ with holy joy, in the 
;ht of the great moral and spiritual 
issings which were to .result to 
inkind. Let us be like minded. So 
it, whatever of pain, or of suffer- 
<, or of loss, should come to us, 
rough this warring of nations, we 
e carried along by the high con- 
iousness that we are fighting to 
ep, and to hold, higher than ever 
fore, the banner of truth, and hon- 
r, liberty and justice, 

e, We have no broken pledges, and no 
-* trayal of friends to weigh us down, 

e have chosen to suffer because we 
, ow there are worse things than war 

* d death. We believe, too, that the 
tcome will lie for the good of all 
inkind.

! Napoleon’s wars were followed by 
cat educational, social, philanthro- 
; and religious movements. When 
e smoke of the conflict shall have 
ssed away we must strive to see 
iarly and to act strongly in the 
ce of all things, that war against 

- e welfare of the * peoples of the 
rth, and to exact the right. Is it 
o idealistic to hope that all true 
arted men will work once more for 
e corporate reunion of the divided 

’ lurch of Christendom? We have 
ffered together, may we not also 

j joice together?

REV. P. J. O’BRIEN, 

Tor’s Cove.
AN EASTER MESSAGE—PEACE.

; w

Peace is that perfect complacency 
inch intellectual beings experience 
hen they conform to the laws of 
irmony with the will of the Creator. 
When the divinely ordered elements 
nich constitute the relationship of 
an with himself, bis neighbour and 
s God, become disturbed there is 
bellion, and though man possesses 
e power of upsetting the concord- 
ice of these relationships he cannot 
> so with impunity, and therefore 
innot enjoy peace—“There is no 
ace to the wicked.”
No sooner was that harmony brok- 
i, and the designs of God again 
ustrated, than mankind was placed 

a condition of antagonism to his 
reator. The primal evil permeated 
îr race, leaving one solitary excep
tai—"Our tainted nature’s solitary 
last,” and through whom alone, in 
,e designs of God could reeon-cilia- 
on with the Deity be effected and 
eace restored.
“Peace on, earth to men of good 
ill” was the angelic .message that' 
eralded the first realization off hu- 
îan hope through the Eternal Word 
ncarnate.
As had been foretold the Son of 
od took upon himself the “iniquities 
f us all,” and through His death on 

cross “blotted out the handwriting 
gainst us.”
Peace was an .impossibility without 

’hrist, and ’twas not till after His 
esurrection did He greet His dis- 
iples with the words : “Peace be to 
ou.“
Christ our Redeemer purchased for 

is a “copious redemption” but our 
alvation depends upon our co-opera- 
ion with the graces given us 
hrough the, merits of His Precious 
31ood.

After nearly 2000 years of Christi- 
tnity two-thirds of the human family 
mow not Christ and a vast majority 
if those who profess faith in Him, are 
rot living up to the Gospel Precepts. 
The world has again become es
tranged from God, and thé triple eon- 
mpiscence has exercised such potent 
influence for evil, that men seem to 
ignore the existence df a Deity omni
potent and omnipresent;,or if .they do 
admit His existence, they refuse to 
take Him into account, and as a con- 

ence the most powerful nations of 
earth are engaged in the most 

and deadliest conflict in 
history.

evil cometh good,”—not 
an occasional cause 

i inscrutable wisdom 
fee war now raging

to open men’s eyes to the errors of 
their ways that in time they may real
ize their dependence on Him, and His 
supremacy. And this is being brought 
abouVdatly, and not alone on the bat
tle-field where men hourly face death 
in awful forms, and the dread of eter
nity hangs over them, but every 
shrine of Christian Worship through
out the world is thronged with sup
plicants to the throne of grace and 
mercy.

Still the conflict rages. Young 
hearts are bleeding, homes are desol
ate, the resources of the nations are 
being exhausted—hunger and pestil
ence stalk abroad. Rivals in the 
conflict seem to have confidence in 
the strength of their artillery. Bat 
outside the firing line the “Kingdom 
of Heaven suftereth violence ; Ifrom 
the heads of the churches, the rulers 
of the nations” parce Domini, parce 
populo tuo (“Spare us, O Lord, 
Spare thy people”) goes forth and 
hope is once again centered in the 
God (ft Armies, the Victim of Calvary, 
Christ resurrected. He is the only 
secure refuge in this hotfr of dire dis
tress; He alone .san say: “Pax Vobis” 
(Peace be unto you).

But when shall we find this longed 
for peace? when men shall have in
flicted on themselves sufferment of 
temporal punishment, to take ac
count of that which is eternal; when 
they feel they are the instruments of 
the just wrath of God; when they be
come sufficiently convinced of the 
folly of opposing Hjm who alone is 
over-Lord of all, and who • holds the 
earth as a “drop of water in Hia 
hands.” The innocent now suffer 
with the guilty, and this war is. a 
scourge from a human standpoint, 
while 'it is a blessing from the .stand
point of God. Death is not untimely 
when a soul is saved; and there are 
thousands dying on the .battlefield ta-, 
day at peace with their Saviour who 
may never have known that peace 
were it not for the circumstances of 
their death.

It was for man’s salvation that the 
Son of God appeared upon earth; 
and it behoveth Him to suffer and 
thus enter into His glory. So with 
us “If we suffer with Christ we shall 
be glorified with Him.”

What matter then what the world 
may have to endure just flow, seeing 
that if borne with resignation, the 
tribulations of this life shall work 
out an "exceeding weight of glory” 
in the next.

If, then, as the result of this fierce 
war Ifalth be spread abroad, hearts be 
drawn- to God, charity be diffused 
among men, and permanent peace 
secured, what matter who now suf
fers. To that end we must continue" 
our supplications.

But as between the nations there 
must be conditions of peace, so has 
God prescribed conditions for our 
reconciliation with Him, terms which 
we must accept before peace can be
come possible.

We must burn our idols, and renew 
pur service to Him who said amidst 
the thundqjs Ot-,Sinai: “I am the Lord 
thy God.” ! The whole law and the 
prophets is summed up in the two 
mandates given us by the Prince of 
Peace: “Thou shalt love God above 
all things and thy neighbour as thy 
self.”

Peace here and peace eternal de
pends upon our keeping terms with 
£od. Righteousness only will bring 
that peace which the world cannot 
give. Brotherly love will inspire men 
to do unto others as they would have 
done unto them; and thus will social 
peace be secured ; and as the nations 
are but branches of one vast family, 
friendship among them will be con
solidated, the sorrows of this “vhle 
of tears” will be alleviated, the tri
umph of the Cross will be their tri
umph ; Christ will come uiifo Hia 
own, and we into the possession of 
eternal peace.

It was onlyGthe risen Saviour could 
-say: Peace -be unto You.

elements, 'we are sure that summer is 
coning. At Xmas we wonder whe
ther we should ever get through 'the 
winter, but now we are expectant and 
we are already looking forward to the 
return of the Newfoundlanders and 
for the news for which we have been 
hungering. Yes, but we are living in , 
the Present and a dark, dark cloud 
overshadows the world, and many a 
home is desolate, and we are begin
ning to ask whether life will be worth 
living if the #war goes on and 
troubles and sorrows increase. We 
question and we doubt and we are 
desolate—-but why? Is it-because we- 
exaggerate the importance of what 
we call death? We have to do with 
life, not with death, death is hut an 
episode in life, a transition. We are 
living here to-day and we shall most 
certainly be living elsewhere in the 
Future. How we came here, we can
not say, our very existence is shroud
ed in mystery, but here we are and 
when our tilhe has expired, we shall 
be summoned hence. We have implic
it trust in Him who has,brought us so 
far on the way and we are sure that 
when the time comes, a guide Will be 
sent to takg us to the Home beyond, 
yea and for ought we know the Home 
beyond that, that we may enjoy a 
a fuller and freer life and do a great
er and nobler work.

But what about separation? It is 
hard, it is cruel that the widow 
should be Separated from her only 
son, that the son, the very apple of 
the -father’s eye, the prop of his old 
age should be demanded of him. Hard 
it may be, the very salt of existence 
is hard and cuts, but if-it be necessary 
it cannot, be cruel, we willingly make 
the greatest sacrifice and efface our
selves for those whom we lové. Sep- 
paration is no bar to love. “Those 
whom we love in God. we cannot 
lose,” He is working from the point 
of view of Eternity and at times we 
have to trust Him when we are very 
much in the dark. If We are bidden 
to forget those who go hence, Jf we 
think of them as dead and gone we 
are much to be pitied ; hut if we be
lieve in the Communion of Saints, thc: 
Oneness of the Holy Church, the sure 
promise of the Living and Loving 
Christ, those who are with Him in 
another part of His Church are still 
our very own. -

“Why shouldst Thou Fear the beau
tiful Angel, Death,

Who waits Thee at the Portals of the 
skies,

Ready to kiss away Thy struggling 
breath, '

Ready with gentle hand to close 
Thine Eye?

Oh what were life, if" life were all? 
Thine Eyes

Are blinded by their tears, or thou 
wouldst see

Thy treasures wait thee in the far off. 
skies,

And Death Thy Friend will give them" 
all to thee.”

work, incomplete here, will be con
tinued there. . . ,

We may also feel assured that the 
injustices of life will be rectified -be
yond death. Here the saints are cru
cified and the scum walk around and 
wag their heads. The beet are often 
doomed to hard toil and poverty, 
while the worst Jive in idleness and 
luxury. The Easter faith believes 
that all such injustices and distinc
tions will be swept away.

Easter Day also proclaims that 
“might is not right.” While Jesus 
hung upon the Cross and lay in the 
grave 4L did seem that might had tri
umphed, but that triumph lasted for 
only a brief hour. We cannot but 
feel how feeble was the power that 
tried to destroy Jesus. The Christ 
life after all was the strongest thing 
in the universe. Evil could do it no 
real harm. “The Victor rose triumph
ant o’er His foes."

It is precisely so torday. Easter 
proves that all that is best in life 
cannot be buried, it must, by reason 
of the Mighty Spirit that supports it, 
staftid up in life. Vandals, Huns, 
Kaisers are short-lived; Krupps and 
cruisers may prevail for a time, but 
the Christ Spirit, Inherent in the 
race will ultimately rise up in resur
rection power. Paradise is now 
turned into prairie and laughter into 
mourning and Getjisgmane’s gloom 
hangs over us, but it cannot be for 
long. Peace will come.

Ovèr blood-soaked Europe the "fair 
flowers will bloom again, the merry 
children will play in the green fields, 
might shall be overthrown and “right 
and truth and love shall reign as in 
their home above.” This is the mean* 
ing and message of Easter.

Country where sufferings are un
known and partings are no more.
“Hast thou a hope with which thy 

heart
Would almost feel it death to part? 
Entreat thy God that hope to Crown— 
Or give thee strength to lay it down.”

REV. CANON SMITH.
EASTER HOPE. _

Easter is the Spring festival—and 
it speaks to us off life,—life from {be 
dead. In the Spring Nature awakes 
from her winter sleep, causing the 
grass and the plants to spring and 
the flowers to bloom, and . thereby 
speaks to us of resurrection from the 
dead. „

So that the Great Festival of our 
Lord’s Resurrection from the dead is 
appropriately celebrated in the Spring 
cf the year.

As a recompense for- having sur
rendered at His-’ Incarnation the 
glories of His Divine Nature, at His 
Resurrection mid His Ascension He 
receives back, the glory which He had 
with the Father before thle World 
was ; and angels and archangels and 
powers are made subject unto Him.

If this risen Christ be the Son of 
God, His true and only Son, as as
suredly He is,—and if by His Passion 
and’ Death He has reconciled us to 
God,—as assuredly He has—then H^ 
will certainly finish the work which 
He has begun and save us, non-re- 
con died, from sin and its conse- ant, but could not, retain "Him, so the

of our infirmities. The resurrection 
preserves fur us the continuity of the 
earthly life pf the Christ with all that 
on earth made Him the friend and 
sympathiser in all the woes that be
fell humanity. And so the risen and 
ascqpded Christ to-day is not an in
different spectator of the struggle in 
which our nation is-jtow engaged.
. This Easter time has a special mes
sage for us. The man of Gethsêmaife 
and Calvary sees these ruined homes 
and hearths of Belgium, France and 
Poland, and above the roar and wreck 
of battle “He is keeping watch above 
His own.” His resurrection is not a 
failure. His Christianity has not suf
fered bankruptcy. An eclipse there 
may be, but the sun of righteousness 
still shines.

Whilst there is an almost universal 
consensus of opinion among us, as 
touching the .righteousness of our 
cause, and that Britain could not have 
kept out of the struggle without vio
lating her national obligations and en
dangering her national life, yet the 
solemn conviction forces itself upon 
us that this war, in some way, is 
both the result and the expiation of 
national sins. — If there were no na
tional sins to be repented of there 
would be war- no more. In the divine 
judgments that follow sin, the inno
cent always ,suffer with the guilty. 
And as sins not His own caused the 
agony and death of the Son of God, 
and the tomb claimed Him as its ten-

REV. H. J. READ,

REV. HENRY GODFREY.

REV. CANON COLLEY.

the worl, 
“Out

EASTER MESSAGE
The Christian Year emphasises the 

Christian’s Creed and every season 
brings with it a message to help us 
on our way, but of all the messages 
ti^at proclaimed by the Queen of Fes
tivals is the one that we stand most 
in need of, for it proclaims life and 
victory “Thou hast turned my heavi
ness into. joy. Thou hast put off my 
sackcloth and girded me with glad
ness.”

The mind reverts to days gone by, 
to the Easter Days pf childhood and 
youth. We recall the Spring, the 
sunshine, the singing of birds, the 
Church lavishly dressed with a 
wreath of flowers, our first com
munion. Or we are once more on 
lonely Labrador, apparently it is 
mid-winter. % raging.

too strong for the

THE MEANING AND MESSAGE OF 
EASTER.

W’ith millions of men at war, and 
hundreds of thousands asleep in their 
newly-mgde and strange graves and a 
vast mtiltitude of broken-hearted 
mourners, Easter Day will break up
on a sad scene.

During the crisis through which we 
are passing, the question has persist
ently presented itself,—“If a man die 
shall he live again?” Here and there 
are men who do not wish to live 
again, but they are comparatively 
few. Most desire and hope to live 
again and believe. they will. There 
are some, who while they hope to live 
again, do not hope with much cer
tainty, yet if this life were all there 
is for them, they regard it as a splen
did thing .to have lived. Others see 
no meaning in this life, if it is not 
to be continued beyond death. To 
these, as they say. “the game would 
not be worth the candle.” ■

Speaking generally men hâté al 
Ways believed in a life after Idea^h, 
based first upon their intuitions'and 
then upon reyealed religion. True, 
Sheol was not an inviting place to the 
old Hebrew, and the Greek Hades1 
with its fair fields of Çlÿsitun, was 
very little brighter, HiutJ ibeth., Greek 
and Hebrew followfed dh^ gleam'WHIch 
stretched forth to Christ, the Light 
of the world.

Easter Day comes with its message 
of certainty. Light and immortality, 
are brought to light! If a man die h», 
shall live. This is not theory, it is 
fact, not something merely told us, 
but proved for us. Such a message 
should not fail to .comfort Jhe many 
sorely bereaved ones to-day.

Confident that we -shall live again, 
we may also expect that human per
sonality, “cabined and confined" will 
have ample room and time there for 
future growth and service and our

Channel
A MESSAGE OF /HOPE.

Hope has been described as “one of 
the greatest assets in life for whies 
we have a splendid security.”

Hope is natural to all of ,us. It is. 
ours by nature. The future is full of 
it. We cannot face tire future with
out hope. We live.in hope and we 
die in hope. It is indeed the Gift of: 
God.

Carlyle says: ‘‘To-day is not yes
terday ; we ourselves change; how 
can our works and thoughts, if they 
■are always to be the fittest continue 
always the same? Change indeed is 
painful ; yet ever needful ; and if 
memory have its price and worth, so 
also has hope."

Hope looks beyond the present in
to the future, and becomes the great 
consoling factor in the Christian 
life. Life’Wjthout hope would be in
tolerable. Goethe when dying said : 
“What is coming? Oh! it is dark, it 
Js dark!” Such is death to the man 
without hope. A great Christian 
Bishop when dying, said: "Oh, how 
bright!” Such is death to the Chris
tian who believes in Christ as the. 
Resurrection and the Life.

We all need this great Christian 
virtue in fuller measure, and perhaps 
never in so great a degree as to-day; 
when we are called upon to make 
sacrifices. The British Empire is 
fighting to-day for -her very existence. 
The cry has gone forth, “Your King 
and Country need you,” will you help? 
Thank God there has been a noble re
sponse to that cry. And when we 

3 the magnificent self-sacrifice, 
self-devotion and courage of our 
young men taking up arms in the 
hour of our country’s need—when we 
realize the righteousness of the cause

quences, if we shall submit to Him. 
“When as enemies we were recon
ciled," much more then being recon
ciled we shall be saved, if 'we volun
tarily and consciously put ourselves 
under Him for purposes of salvation 
by .Him as a living Saviour. What 
did He die ifor? Did He not aim to 
assure us of the truth of all be said 
and of all He said and promised dur
ing His ministerial /life jbn earth ? 
Did He not arise to assure us of our 
own salvation? Most assuredly; the 
Apostle says “In Christ shall all be 
made alive.”

Hence those of us who by reason 
of this terrible war have had, for all 
time, to part with those they loved 
best, can still have Eÿster Joy, rest
ing in the assurance that they who 
fall asleep in Him will He bring with 
Him in the day of His appearing. 
'Greater love hath no man thkn this— 
that a man lay down his life for a 
friend.”

Have not those of our brave sold
iers and seamen, who have fallen in 
this fight, laid down their lives in^our 
defence—that we might live in safety 
—and eventually have peace in oür 
borders? Therefore may we not in 
faith and humble trust commend to 
the keeping of the Lord of life— 
those dear ones who have died in our 
defence, and entertain strong hope 
that by God’s grace we may meet 
them again in that happy land where 
partings are not; for “I am the Re
surrection and the Life, saith the 
Lord.” .

“Then, oh! what raptured greeting^. 
On Canaan’s happy shore,—
What knitting severed friendships up 
Where partings are no more! .
Then eyes with joy shall sparkle, 
That brimm’d with tears of late; 
Orphans no longer fatherless,
Nor widows desolate.”

‘The Lord is Risen”—“The Lord is 
Risen indeed! Hallelujah ! Amen.

sacrifice of hundreds of thousands of 
lives on field and flood shall bring 
to our nation and to our world' a 
purer faith and better social and mor
al conditions when men will be more 
ready to listen, to the voice of God in 
this world and in His providence.

This Easter season will not come 
to ns in vain if it but bring to us a 
deeper consciousness of our national 
as well as personal unfaithfulness, 
and beget in us a keener senéfbittïy 
to things spiritual and eternal. Pride, 
luxury, love of money, love of pleas
ure, love of position, are among the 
sins that call for repentance and an 
inward and outward righteousness by 
which alone we can measure up to the 
high ideals that one day will unite 
the now warring nations in the bonds 
of a common brotherhood.

REV. CANON WHITE.
sIHE EASTER CONSOLATION.

Jesus lives! No longer now
Can thy terrors, death, appal us; 

Jesus lives! by this we know
Tfimi, t) Grave, canst not enthral us.

„ Alleluia!

ReV. Dr. Cowperthwaite.
EASTER AND THE WAR.

, , , . , , , , . Gethsemane and Calvary antedate
which has brought the Empire into he Eaater morn and the vacant ftmb. 
the conflict, we are filled with hope
and can have no doubt that God in 
His own good time will overrule all 
things for good and that “Right will 
triumph over might.’

. Then again what a consolation is 
Hope, to the noble-hearted fathers 
mothers and wives, who have given 
their sons ai d husbands and bid 
them go forth to the call of duty and 
face death. Fathers, mothers, wives, 
this is your hope. By the side QÏ the 
soldier as he meets the foe, or thé 
sailor as he stands at the post of 
duty amid the hail of shot and shell 
or the howling of the tempest- 
stands the ever-livtyg. Christ whisper-, 
ing the words Of. hop eu “ge of. good 
cheer; It is I. Be not afraid.” By

It was the agony of the garden and 
the expiring cry of the Man of Sor
rows, before the rising of the all-vic
torious Redeemer. Upon the awful 
shadows of the garden and. the dark
ness of the sun’s eclipse, the Star of 
the Easter hope arose. He who had 
declared himself to be the Christ had 
said that “he must go unto Jerusalem 
and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed ahd be raised again the third 
day.” The last word of this propheqy 
had met its fulfilment, for on the 
morning of the third day after his 
crucifixion, the angel had said to the 
visitants at the sepulchre, “He is not

Thus raise we our song of Joy and 
Triumph as our world reels beneath 
our feet with the shock of war. We 
make our appeal to the Faith which we 
know can stand the strain of the great 
paradox of Christendom at war. We 
Christians believe implicitly that 
Christ our Lord rosé from the dead. 
We are content with the proofs which 
justify o,ur belief. Accepting the in
dividual instance of Christ’s victory 
over death we cannot deny the uni
versal ; “for if there is no such thing 
at all as Resurrection, then, plainly, 
what is .thus* universally refuted can
not be true in the solitary instance 
of Jesus Christ.” Belief in the Re
surrection of Christ is Illogical, if 
nothing .else, unless we believe in the 
Resurrection of Christians.

Never was the Easter Gospel more 
needed than to-day. Our own Empire, 
unflinching in the face of the sacrifice 
of thousands of the best~and bravest 
of her sons, is yet an Empire in 
mourning. There can be, and there 
will be, no desire to withhold other 
thousands who are ready to do and 
die in our righteous cause. The patri
otism so ungrudgingly exhibited in 
the offering of the life blood of the 
nation finds its inspiration in the de
termination to defend the integrity, 
to uphold the honour, and to secure 
the liberty of Britain, and to effect a 
rightful and abiding peace. The sac
rifices demanded mean death; yet 
mothers send their sons, and these go 
,forth gladly and unafraid to die. It- 
is futile to attempt to ' minimize the 
sense of unutterable loss and sicken
ing senge of loneliness felt in count
less homes‘at this very hour. Human 
hearts are broken, and human lives

of death. Those who have passed 
within, whatever the manner of their 
passing, whether on sea or land, .are 
in Ifls keeping, and they Hve. We 
have not.lost them, as we shall know 
assuredly when some day we toe have 
passed beyond the veil. “If we be
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which slèep in 
Jesus will God bring with Him.”

How great a compensation have we 
here! How consoling the promise 
here contained. Those who hold by 
the Easter message, and have the op
portunity to hand it on, are trustees 
of a far-reaching heritage. Herald 
abroad the glorious truth that the 
power of death is broken. Tell those 
Who long to hear it that thoee who 
have been willing to die have found 
the way to life. Because Christ lives 
they shall live also.

REV. D. HEMMEON.

“A TRANSFIGURED SORROW.”
(Matt. 28: 10, “Be Hot Afraid.”)

No one has ever been indifferent to 
death. From the earliest times men 
have looked upon it with awe and have 
surrounded it with their most solemn 
religious ceremonies. No religion or 
philosophy has ever dared to slight it. 
Some men have fought its inevitable 
approach with pitiful and anguished 
fierceness. Some have accepted it 
with stoical resignation, * and some 
have embraced it with joy. But none 
has ever ignored it.

The ancient religions, including the 
Hebrew, saw no ray of light issue 
from its dark abode. At the best its 
realm was, to them, a shadowy region 
surrounded by a gloom and uncer
tainty. No one had ever sent back 
from it a word of hope. No one had 
ever returned from its cheerless 
shores.

What wonder then that it is with a 
thrill of joy that the world hears this 
first utterance of the Risen Lord in 
that Easter dawn? “Be not afraid.” 
For once the grave is opened and, lo, 
Heaven’s light shines through and 
Heaven’s truth finds a human voice 
to speak in undying words its message 
to the world.

It is a’Word of cheer, “Be not 
afraid.” What a fine sequel to the 
Master’s word of other days before 
His death—“Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

* * •

The place of Jesus Christ among 
men is unique. He lived and spoke 
as man never lived and spoke. His 
supreme- position among men,—a po
sition that has never been questioned 
or denied, carries with it, of neces
sity, a corresponding authority. A^ 
we listen to His words, no matter what 
He speaks about, no thoughtful hearer 
can fail to mark behind them a calm 
certitude, all the more convincing by 
reason of its own unconsciousness of 
power. As the flower or the bird 
compel our admiration in greater de
gree because of their utter uncon
sciousness of their own sweetness and 
beauty ; as the child claims sovereign
ty of our hearts by its laçk of self- 
consciousness, so Jesus, in losing, as 
it were, His thought of Himself in the 
truth of His words, speaks to us with 
an added power. No line of doubt 
ever clouded the clear sky of His be
lief in the truth of what He said. No 
one ever carried the power of truth 
more lightly then He. No one ever 
wielded it so effectively.

And this authority "attaches itself 
to—rather, identifies itself with—His 
utterances concerning death. With 
Him, death is only an incident in the 
continuity of life. Tire thought of 
death stands behind and shines 
through all He says a)y*t it.

He was the first to spealt with inti
mate knowledge of death and we must 
listen with open minds and humble 
hearts.

the side of the dying soldier or sailor 
is the dear Lord of all 
saying: “I am He that Hveth ' and 
was dead, and behold I am alive1 for 
evermore.” Close to the stricken 
father, mother and wife He stands

here, He is risen.”
The - resurrection pf Christ is one of are darkened, and for these there nev-

the great basal facts of Christianity.. 
It is “the hope set- before us in the 
gospel.” It throws open -the gates of 
the morning and admits the light' 
which reveals the cause and cure of

to say: “Iff the world ye have tribu-' ’the world’s ills and woes. If Christ
lation, but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world."

The Easter Message is indeed a 
message of ho^e. “Because I liye ye 
shall live also/' Though here-, all 
.things fade aftd pass .away, there is a 
hope laid up for us above. Though 
here are mourning and parting and 
death, yet are we journeying to a

had not risen, He might still have 
been the Saviour of mankind, hut we, 
would have felt that in His earthly 
Jife there had been only a temporary 
union of .the divine with the human, 
and there could not have been those 
human sympathies which now make

Priest, Still touched with the feeling

er can be a return.of the old earthly 
joys and companionships, with their 
tender ministries and affections. How- a 
eveé^ strong faith may be, and how
ever fifll of solace its consolations, 
it would be "sheer hypocrisy to argue 
that Go.dis great gifts of human com
panionship and family ties and the 
sweet joys of hearth and home can be 
rudely shattered and yet jèave us with
out an abiding sense of loss.
' What then has Easter to say to those 
whose lives have been darkened by

him our.igreat forerunner and High bereavement? Christ has opened the
gates of the grave. He holds the keys

• * * •
But there is another reaspn—per

haps to some a deeper reaspn—why 
the -thought of Jesus’ concerning im
mortality should command our con
sent.

He spoke not only with the Author
ity of a supreme Teacher and reveal- 
er, but He spoke as the Evangelist 
and prophet 'of man’s highest and 
most universal conceptions. He spoke 
as the Son of Man. Jesus Christ lived 
a representative life among men, meet
ing its temptations at ejrery,

man. He died a representative 
death, for He was “obedient unto 
death” and subject to the common lot 
of man.

But this sharing in man’s ’ 
death does not cover His onene 
man. Jesus not otily lived : 
as a representative man, b.ut i 
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