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treatment of the child. In theory he 
is born a member of the church, and a 
child of God, held to be His till he 
shall be converted to evil. In prac­
tice he is born in a negative state, 
and is left to wander into evil till he 
shall be converted to God.

Inasmuch as the Sunday School re­
flects the life of the Church, It is no 
surprise to us to find it hampered, in' 
its truly laudable work, on the one 
hand by the still dominant idea that 
he must be made to fit religion, and 
on the other by the long lost idea that 
religion fits the child.

religious training is concerned, the 
child came to his own very gradually. 
Confucianism accords a' place to the 
child In the religions life. He must 
be taught to reverence his parents 
and ancestors. Filial piety Is the bas­
is of all the teachings of Confucius in 
this matter . “Reverent regard is due 
to youth!'’ he says in ‘"the Analects.” 
“How know we what a difference 
there may be in them in the future 
from what they are now
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But, be­
yond this simple fundamental teach­
ing, the needs of his day did not call 
him, and
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Among the Greeks the education of 
the child was specialized more than 
in any of the nations of antiquity, and 
much that is looked upon as new to­
day in education is to be found in the 
“Republic” of Plato, the "Politics” of 
Aristotle, and the teachings of So­
crates.

The systems of Greece and Rome, 
however, differed from all other sys­
tems of antiquity, in beginning the 
movement which has. ended , in the 
separation of secular from religious 
education. Wherever in history re­
ligion as a system has lost control of 
the state, religion as a creed has lost 
control of and been banished from the 
school. When theology loses control 
of the state, it loses control of the 
teaching of the state. That is one 
great lesson none can fail to learn. 
The Greeks were the first to develop 
a science of education apart from 
ecclesiastical training. Plato is the 
author of the first to develop a sci­
ence of education apart from ecclesi­
astical training. • Plato is the author 
of the first systematic treatise on edu­
cation, entering into it in “The Re­
public” with a fullness of detail to 
be referred to later.

Among the Romans, Quintilian and 
Cicero have left on record the best 
product of their day. They, too, in­
culcated much that has been attribut­
ed Ip a later day.

The Greek ideal in education was 
the aesthetic. The Roman ideal was 
the practical. But, while neither 
the Greek or the Roman entirely ig­
nored religion, giving here and there, 
indeed, explicit directions for its ex­
ercise, there is no doubt that the pro­
totype of those cultural and utilita­
rian systems of education—the pro­
duct of a materialistic era—which 
have charmed my fellow countrymen 
almost into hypnosis, is to be found 
in Greek and Roman life.

But in order to place ourselves in
which
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Pleased with
the causes of that severing of the 
happy bond that had united the child 
and the church in unconscious life 
from the earliest times.

The middle ages finds the church a 
dominant power.

this Lot.
In exercising that 

power she lacked the inner humility 
and simplicity, without which power 
is invariably abused. She became 
proud, cold, formal. Out of all this 
grew Ecclesiasticism or the outward 
and institutional, and Scholasticism 
or the carrying oh of all training with 
the understanding that the beliefs 
taught must never be questioned, or 
tested. The church has told the teach­
er what is true, the teacher tells the 
student. There is an end, and woe to 
that one who attempts to go further!

Out of this again comes another 
growth. Dogmatic teaching began to 
take the place of that reciprocity and 
spontaneity which should character­
ize the teaching of children. A dog­
matic religion is for adults only. This
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arment. The Child and 

the Church
First Lectore ot a Séries on this Subject Deliv 

ered Last Night at Gower St. Church. HENRY BLAIRThe Nova Scotia “Lumber King” 
says :

“I consider MINARD'S- LINIMENT 
the best LINIMENT in use.

I got my foot badly jammed lately. 
I bathed it well with MINARD’S LINI­
MENT and it was as well as ever next 
day.

Yours very truly,
t. g. McMullen.

REV. DOUGLAS B. HEMMEON, B.A,
1 would like to begin my remarks 

to you this evening by making an 
tlort to disarm a perhaps justifiable 
suspicion on your part that a lecture 
cn the subject announced might pos- Channing, 
sibly be made an occasion of precipi- thought,

was the church's first great 
in child-training, and it came as the 
direct result of a misconception of the 
true nature of religion and of man.

It-made reason the basis of religion. 
When religion makes its fundamental 
appeal to the intellect it is lost Man 
is not religious because he is ration­
al. The race lives by its experience, 
not by its philosophy. It lived first. 
After that it reasoned. Hume and 
Kant differ in their psychology and 
metaphysics, but they came together 
in their practical results. Hume falls 
back, in- the end on nature or instihet; 
Kant on the “practical reason.” It 
Is the old story. Belief has its origin 
in life. You can’t bind men to an in-

far asinstitutions.
separable the church exists for 
not man for the church.

“To educate a child perfectly,’ 
“requires profo 

greater wisdom thaï 
govern a state, and for this plain rea­
son, that the interests and wants of 
the latter are more superficial, coars­
er, and more obvious than the spirit­
ual capacities, the growth of thought 
and feeling, and the subtle laws of 
the mind, which must all be studied 
and comprehended ^before timework of 
education can bê thoroughly perform- 

conditions and

NGS ! man,

Iliy of nothing 
Then

Better Values Than Ever !
Wedding Bells, Never before did we offer better values in

Men’s and Boy’s Readymade Clothing,
i thin mortar of originality, and pre­
sented as a eiffe-all for the deficien­
cies and failures of modem christi- 

: anity.
I I hare said “justifiable suspicion,” 
f because so many addresses on this 
I a®l allied subjects are objectionable 
I In lie reasons already stated.

To continue my introductory re- 
matte a little further, before setting 
fortl my specific aim in the present' 
lecture, let me say that the popular 
conception that the subject is a new 
one, is wrong. It is as old as its 
constituent parts. Nor must it be

direct line with- our subject, 
pertains more to the religious side of 
education, let us go back to the Jew­
ish ideal. The Greek, ttoman and 
Jewish systems combined would form 
the ideal system of education in mod­
ern civilization. Whether they can

Every garment perfect in style, fit and finish, and at prices that 
will be sure to interest yoy. Mail Orders receive our best and 
prompt attention.ed; and yet to all 

ranks this greatest work on earth is 
committed by God. What greater 
proof do we need that a higher cul­
ture than has yet been dreamed of is 
needed by our whole race?”

For the sake of order and clearness 
let us divide the treatment of our sub­
ject into three parts :

First—A brief survey will be talcen 
of the history of the child’s relation to 
the church. Second—A study of the 
nature of the child will be made. 
Third—An examination will be had of 
the church’s agencies for treating the 
child.

What can the church learn from the 
past? What can the church learn 
from the child? How was he treated? 
What is he? How can we help him?

A glance at the position occupied 
by the child in the life of the. tribe or 
the nation shows us that so soon as 
the race began to emerge from a bar­
barous condition attention began to 
centre on the child as possessing so­
cial, civil and religious claims on his 
kind.

It is probable that 'the necessity of 
protecting the offspring during their

lay led to the altar Miss Ellen F. 
O’Leary,' daughter of Mr. Daniel 
O’Leary, Postmaster at Trepassey. 
The ceremony was performed by Rev. 
H. T. Renouf, P. P., Trepassey, in the 
presence of a large number of friends 
of the contracting parties. The bride 
looked charming in a suit of saxe blue 
with hat to match, and was, attended 
by Misses Nora O’Leary, Annie 
O’Leary and A. Finlay, while the 
groom was supported" by Messrs. W. 
Finlay, J. J. O’Leary and R. Pennell. 
The bride was the recipient of many 
valuable and useful presents, includ­
ing a cheque from Hon. M. P. Cashin. 
The newly wedded couple will take up 
residence at Trepassey. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Finlay we extend felicitations, 
and wish them many years of wedded 
happiness.

WILLIAM FREW
one system, is one of the greatest 
problems education has to face.

When we pass from the other na­
tions of remote antiquity to the Egyp­
tians and Hebrews, we find an in­
creased interest in the training of the 
child. The Hebrew religion owes in 
no small degree its claim to the first 
place among its contemporaries to the 
fact that it is the first religious sys- 

the child his rightful

Men’s Arctic Gaitersand de-napship
up. M
Card?

Nearly all the truths recently 
emphasized in the subject and herald­
'd abroad to-day

tem to give 
place therein, 
and Judea were ecclesiastical, and 
hence almost entirely religious in 
their teaching. A profound interest 
in childhood underlay the whole 
structure of Jewish civilization. At 
his birth the child is taken into the 
national life and becomes one with 
God’s chosen people, shares the glory 
of their past, the advantages of their 
present, the splendour of their future. 
At eight days of age this position in. 
the church is publicly recognized and 
ratified- in the dedication of the child 
to Jehovah.

At seven years of age the local 
synagogue took partial control of the 
child, and he was sent to attend the 
school in connection therewith. The 
synagogue schools were an integral 
part of each Jewish community. They 
were regarded as necessary to the 
perpetuation of the race life. Wher­
ever Jewish Colonies wpre formed 
they were established, and school 
masters were appointed to take con­
trol of them. With the Jews, the 
school lifé, the family life and the 
church life

as new, will be 
md upon adequate search, to be 
bedded in the accumulated wisdom 
the past—in the quiet lives and 
tk of many teachers—and, not 

*n the patient and loving intu- 
'« efforts of unnamed godly moth- 
8 8'ace Hannah dedicated her child 
the service of his fellow-beings, 

^dera Science corroborates in a 
“Her truly inspiring the deepest 
"dhoaa, the highest philosophy, and 
Tv163' service of all ages.

brings us into toucii with the 
™er® Plan and purpose of th'e lec- 
jj6, ^ause I propose to review an 

Question in th£ light of discover- 
which will serve, not to buttress 

„ a and untried hypotheses, but 
r 10 bring back neglected truths

01r attention.

.church has often blundered in 
^ featment of the child, both in

those forces which lay dormant so 
long in the Roman Church broke out 
and swept through Europe with un­
controllable force. But the Reforma­
tion left the child where he was, be­
cause it did not change the dogmatic 
nature of religion. It gave the soul 
free access to God. That was its 
great mission. But it still sought to 
approach the child through his intel­
lect and will. It failed to adapt itself 
to ^childhood.

Then câme the rigidity of Calvin­
ism, and the extreme point of depar­
ture from the child’s nature and capa­
cities was reached.

Following this came the rise of 
Evangelicism and the Wesleyan Re­
vival in Great Britain. But, profound 
as it was in its effect on national

STAFFORD’S
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will treat you
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fortable and warm ?
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place for the child. Its message was 
to the adult. It divided society into 
two class-es; the saved and the .un­
saved. The child was simply forgot­
ten.

Those stormy experiences through 
which his elders passed to a higher 
life, either passed him by untouched, 

.or ravaged his young and tender be­
ing with emotions and sensations too 
extreme for an unstable and delicate 
nature.

Finally, when Evangeliclsm awoke 
to the demands of the child, and look­
ed about to find a place fer him in its 
economy, it had none. Methodism, 
busied in the past with commendable 
zeal in the interest of the adult, 
awakened very lately to the existence 
of the child and found that he had 
wandered away. What was to be 
done? She had only one type of ma­
chinery. It had worked W-eil in the 
past Why would it not do for the 
child? And so the Revival for chil­
dren was introduced, .

Herein lay the chuich’p second 
fundamental bluqder to its relation to 
the child. From an undue emphasis 
of hie intellectual nature the pende- 
lum has swung over through an inter­
vening neglect into an undue emphas­
is of his emotion and will.

This will appear more clearly in 
our treatment of the nature of the 
child. Suffice it te say here that the 
child is active and sffectional rather 
than intellectual or emotional.

It is doubtful if church history can 
show a more egregious disparity be­
tween theory and practice than that j

actice ; first on account clans Ior social and salutary reasons, 
solicitous attention to Thua- but of the helplessness of the 
Sen on a wrong Intel- child has grown the helpfulness of 
ition of his nature and man-
and second in giving ! Further, it will be seen that the
attention on account of moral and religious training of the

ed with the adult. But child increases in proportion as the
of neglect have been race advances from lower to higher
those of solicitude. levels. The more barbarous peoples
r this study, we cannot give *ess and the more civilized more 
tiously, too humbly, or attention to the religious nature and 

status of the child. He is admitted to 
the religious life of the tribe among 
the lower races at puberty. His stat­
us before that being generally of lit­
tle importance. His life till then was 
usually identified with the life of one 
of the parents, generally the mother.

Little effort apears t* have been 
made ip pre-historic days to train the 
young child. He was left much to 
himself, was supposed to keep hint- 
self out of the way, and develop as 
best he might He was not, however, 
excluded from the religious obser­
vances of (be family or tribe, and no 
doubt early absorbed the spirit of awe 
and superstition which were the char­
acteristics of early religious life. To 
this day the largest element in the re­
ligion of the young child is that of 
àwe.

So far as deserving any special 
place or treatment wffch regard to MS

u ‘ : v. ; ' WvS&isà i * Î7Ï:
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lize that
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the whole year
were harmonized. * The 

national life and the church life were 
one. The nation was the church. The 
child knew of no life apart from his 
ethnic life, his family life and his re­
ligious life. When he grew old 
enough to ask questions about thoâe 
family religious observances found in 
all Jewish homes he was not taught a 
creed as such. He was told a story— 
a! story in which he had a part—tell­
ing him of his fathers, his land, his 
home. The very air he breathed was 
saturated with religion. It never oc­
curred to such a child to think of 
himself to any oTher way than as be­
longing to God. That, to him, would 
have been ia blasphemy. Child life 
was holy to Jewish thought.

Now this was the position of the 
child when the Christian Church was 
founded. This was the estimate in 
which the child was held when J|esus 
came, and in which He held the child 
Himself. When he said: “Their an­
gels do always beHold the face of My 
Father which is in Heaven," He was 
taking up that estimate of the 
from the past and handing it
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