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AMERICA,

WHAT IS

“What is the message of Christ-
mas?” was thé guestion*asked receént
1y of the ministers of Edmonton and:
Strathcona by a Builetin represen-
titive and on the eve of the Christ-
mas of 1908 the following paragraphs
Were given as eépitomizing the mes-
sage that the Great Feast brings to
the world since the bhirth of Christ;
over ninet¢éen cénfuties ago:—

Rev. Dr. McQueen.

Rev. Dr. McQueen, pastor of First

reshyterian church—The Message
and the Music of Christmas: It sav-
drs of ‘snetilege to touch ‘the message
ar to attempt to tone the music of
that firet Christmad ‘marhing. ‘1lhe
angel - of -the Lord ‘heralded .the glad
pows, “Fear not, for beheld I bring
viou good tidings of great joy which
shall be to all people. For unte you

4 born Hhiz: day .. . . a Saviour
which 18 Christ the Lord.” - The bsav-
enly chmt g, “Glory to God i the
highest, and on" earth, 'pelice, good
wilt toward men. " "The' angel Voice
and the heavenly mmusiec have long

nee died “away, but the great faects

his message ‘and song lngefs in
hearts and Iives of multitudes of
tildren of men. The angels #nd

» visiomr and the music have gone,
bat Christ Jesus remdins as the Sav-

“the ‘same yestérday,-today, 2nd
Better than any song of
angels is His Jove and fellowship—
fhe true secret of a happy Christmas
and a joyiul succes#ful life. This is
onr good will to all.
Rev. E. E. Marshall.

Rev. E. E. Marshall, pastor of Mec-
Pougall Methodist church:—

Christ is God’s translation of Him-
s¢li from the langnage of eternity into
the speech of time God became man
that man might rise to God. It is a
fact of history that a new epitit; -a
pew life, a2 new moral atmosphere
came into the world with the coming
of Jesus. The Milléenium is not yet.
Bat the world oi the twentieth cen-
Wry is a betier world than that of the
first century, and its betterment is=
racewble ditéctly ‘Yo thé Lirth
in ‘Bethichem. ' The light that broke
over” thosc Judean Hhills, shines on,
and wherever it shihes you find a
happiér - childhood,” a puref wom:n-
hood, a nobler.manhood. Christmasy
has {5r uws many lessons. We nite
two of-them:" I %eaches us how-to
“give.”” K tells us do let love speak
throdgh odr gift; to put self mto <ur
gift. Better is the child’s gift, shap-
ed and soiled with long labor of un-
accustomed finge™ and wrapped with
clumsy but loving -<care, than *he
costliest jewels® that “‘pays a ooeial
osligation.” TPhe truest manhood is
thet whieh gives iteélf for eothars.
Again Christmas constraing us to “for-
give.” ' While angels caroly “‘Paace
on earth, and mercy mild,”” we learn
to forego .our grudges, io bury our
hates,” to forgive as ‘we humhly pray
fo be ourselves forgiven. It is ‘*his
Christias “spirit -of —pedee, good will
toward men that-has created the
yearning. of - these latter-days Jor re-
ligious unity .manifesting itself every-

Saviour “a little child on
dwelt among men, sharing joys an
pains and cares of the average life.
He went before us to show the way.
And all the world kiows this Christ
who came to save and %o be our guide
along the long trail of life was a Man
of Peace, stooping from heaven to
conguer the world with Love, patting
out tender, helpful hands to heal tha
sick, to lift the stumbling and -ecall
the wandered. His latest wieh to hig
lisciples - beiore He died was “My
Péace~T give you!" 8o the spirit-of
the Christimas time is Peace and Loves
Thé smessace df the Chfistmag bells i
Peace dnd. Kove. To me it seéms this
comprehensive message is the one we
Christians should éveryone bear tos
lay to our brother-meén, of whatever
ereed or ¢ountry.- Let the ‘hells peat
it; let the helly-decked hearths reflect
Hlnd Yot onr detd 1fve it Phén-mien
will have reason to know we are fol-
oters 4FCHrist, the Bon“or+fod who
went about doing good.

“Glory to God #h the highest,
And ou earth Peace fo men of goods
will1”

This was the angels’ song over B2:a-
‘ehem. Peace  and Love and. Glad
Tribute to the Maker of all! 1t is the]
gospel of the Christmastide. Then
nay the rich and Poor, the young and
old, . the . warm _and’ the indifferent
among ue, hear it with the humble
hearfs of the shepherds of Bethlehem,
id hearing it rejoice in the Almighty
whoge divine peace comeés gently dcwnt
1pon us now a8 a pledge of His fath-
stly love!

ev..J..C. Bowen, -

Rev. J. €. Bowen, pastor of the Bap¥
*ist church, Strathcona:— .

The words of the angel to the Judeag
shepherde “‘were: “And this is the gigs
vanto you: ye shall find a babe wrap:
roed in swaddling clothes ead lying i
» manger.”” The signof the child spirit
1ever departed drom Him. His spirit
ey lost the freshiesa’of life’s miofn-
rxg‘p,o%]g. To_the closé of His days
n catth fe never lost the sonée Of
ibe vecency of His exodas from the
30som ef the Father. He never lost
His childslike trust in God. Not.-a

Te galtlén line féded ount of Hie
ﬁxrly ideals. No cyxncixa.lx;I souflgd

im : no. pessimism soured Him, He
‘atricd the. chxgdp% Tit to Hie eross.
He carried it with Him to_the throne
f glory. By the child-spirit He rules
he heavenly world. ‘As men and wo-
ment weare ‘onty at sour best when
1earest to the simplicity of childhond.
We should make it the purpose of cur
ifé 1o eatry the ciild-spirit with usin
its freshnezs through the years. Thus
may we keep in  jouch with heavery
ind fhus may we keep our spirits
buoyant, itee and happy.

Rev. H. E. Gordon. 3

Rev.:H. E. Gordon, pastor of Metro-!
‘Dolitan. Methodist - chureh, Steath-
conas— =

“Unto you is born a- Saviour whith

where;-that is to find a solutien for
the industrial problems' that vex. 8o«
ciety and the international .probizms
that pgause ihe iess
tremble. >

“Ring out, O hells!
Ring_ {Hathphant, ring ! .
This is the birtAddy of dur. King,
O bells, {rinmphant ring.”
Rev. Father Naessens.
~ Rev.. Father Naiessens,. rector: of “ St.
Joachim’s <Catholie -churech:=
“What is the spirit of the: Christ-
mastid you: ask; “What dis the
meaning of this ‘sweetest  feast of
Christendom?”. ~ It is “the 'spiri{ of
Love andPeéace, to which man for
one brief season -at least gives full
sway of his héart—and the meaning
is ~that the~Christian world has not
forgotien. mor ever will forget that
the greatest evént in huoman history—

‘s* Christ” the TLord.” " This 'preat,
glad, eternal fact is ‘with us today. ﬁé
rave ‘but 16 believe -it;: wherever- §0
“re; vgh‘oéyg;’_ we ate, with the sim

g aogind. -1t

mbssage we ost of all; a

i1 the mesdage, the - wotld
With sprofoundest significs !
prephet speak of the -coming Messiah
the Desire-of ANl "Nations,, . It is

neeas.

1??10 decpest most poignaRt cry of cur|

éstranged, ‘estray. humanify—the cry

| for a-Bavioar—a-Saviour with a anart’s

yrotheplipess, a Savious with the pow<
er-and love which are fsund only in
an infinite God, and that Saviour,
iriend and brother of man, ‘is in the
world today ; ‘8loge ‘to cvery necdy, <uf-
fering, sinning man and woman: of
carih, ‘eloser is. ‘He than breathing,
nearer ‘than hands” and  feet. . The

~¢ and brotherly human heart, the
loving and invincibly poweriul divine

THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS TIME?

that on %e"'fﬁrsyt; Christmas  Christ thg

i® the message of Christmas.

day.

'NEW. ALBERTA MINING CO.

Will Operate in the Yellowhead Pass
Country,

Ottawa, Dee. -25.—The Yellowhead
Pass Coal & Railway Company give
notice of an application - to _parlis
ment for incofporation £s a mining
ey - EOmpmk\',m\'\lriim the right to bllil(lﬁu

rchdeacon Gray. iles of traek {iroin the
Archdeacon Girays - réetor of + All}GAP. i:‘ Mbﬁ‘?“"‘v Sui‘g}:}"‘hi’ ‘mb‘h}‘
Saints church:— - waters of  the tile. Penrbida

The message -of Christmas - is . the [River amd 25 miles from the G.T.P.
message that the angels deliversd -to |8 the_Brnseuu river - towaxd tlﬁ‘
‘;;le hv;'ogld thraugh the shepherds 1 ear Macleod river.

ethlehem. It is the wider revelaiion | : T R A T T
of ‘God's lové 1o man. 16 is The-mes. | AUTOMOBILE HIT STREET CAR.
seage of peace to-all swvho believe it. e
{t sound;pengain today, when “hearts Two New York Peonle Irjured, Pro:
are achifig and many are suffering, u| PRly Fataly, in Christmas Ride. |
nessage of hope that beyond the pre-{ New York, Doe. 25.—Within 4 few
sent there.lm:-: a tature, in Which all bmigutes' after they -eritéred dn auto-
fomnd 'k“‘)“ the ‘peace oi God whichlmebile ‘this  dfternoon; ‘for a ride
azsseth ?nderstnqdmg._ It'is a méssage through Central Park, George C. K.
' ?ﬂ%lﬂ;’ﬁéﬂld it is & Jesus Ohrist] Hurlbirt and his daughter, Tlione,
éf’“ “‘“] "“' ‘L't”‘ "'é“ d ‘;""t H]‘; "'}‘:t were huried from the machine in colé
) A i SUR, SRy that" all ‘Whollision with an.Bightysixth street carj
helieve in H1m' shon}d n?t perish. regeiving injuries from which . thes
Anjd that goodwill which ' God mani-|gre not expected - to Tocover.  The
fers.m‘i to u=—'\\"h“n it becomee the | automobile was demolished. The
controlling spirit of man to man—|shaufteur escaped with a few bruises
will eolve the many. social. problems by leaping out when the two vehicles
with which we are face to face {io- came together. The injured man and
% woman were taken to the Presbyter-

Rev. Mr.  Flemming. ian Hospital. -Mr. Hurlburt was

Rev. David Flemming, pastor of [found to have a fractured &kull and
Knox Presbyterian churchy Strath-|internal injuries. Miss Hurlburt
‘or\m :~—h i guaminml ooncusand jon of the brain, a

As the rist of Christmas was}brokeén arm and internal injuries.
Bupreme Man yet perieetly - pure,
Christmastide reminds us that &'n
and impurity are not part of normal
nanhood, but an intrusion that may | Fielding in P;"i'd'." ":;“‘;‘“ of Franco-
he cast out. As Jesus was born in, BINEGL ANV CAge.
vorking out from and always with
poverty, the celeoration of his tirth
slrould unblind us to the vulgarity oi

aands teach out today, down to the
Feepestdepths  of - huamuin - woe and
weakness; a Saviour for.ine, a Sayjsur
for you, ‘' Saviour:dor the world—his

TRYING TO COMPLETE TREATY.

Paris, Dacy 25—Hon. William Fielding,
Minister of I'inance for Canada has been
: SAE . A v | here some weeks in close fouch with
money. love. As ,H" g gy pbsolutd} Prime Minister Clemanceau, endeavoring
unselfish, eonsidering net Hiniself but}ic wulininate the xptk-ha began J6t6. in

2“‘7“”?”"3 Himself for -others’ 8akes,|iger.  Then he succecded.in having the
shrigtmas should © impress upon MStiragte ratified by  both hranches.of the
that he alone- who loses his ‘life 084 cypndiin Government and by the Frénch
himself. And as the lifetime of Hibd| chamber of Deputies. When it was pre-
whose  birth has. such.;a prominent}..nied to the sonate, however, he found
place in onr Christian c:;lqndgr Was | himeelf up against a stone wall ov;'ing te
vety short and as that ehort life Tas|ths acte diplomatic jealonsy of. Switser:
hecome the géntral-life in history, im- [1and, which having the mog} favored na-

oressing all aiter centuries, should Weé {tion clause in its dreaty with France de-
10t accept it as fact, that not length| wanded the priviléges accorded Canada.
f our days, but the intensity of our | The Frénch statesmen who were chafing
Toments, not-time but the fire 2nd|ander the recent unpleasant experiment
sower with whiéh we touch the world’s | with .the Swiss diplomais in the at-
"ife shall determine whethey our ‘nis-}temptod adjustimont of the Simpleon tun-
ion is to be fulfilled or net. nel, who played their-éayds with contom-
Rev. A. S. Tuttle. alatuous saperierity; decided that® Bwiti-

Rev. A. 8. Tuttle, pastor of Graoe :‘T‘Imn-:-l (‘-(b)uld have nothing from 'thl?m
YA bttt e oven if Franco had to forego the henefits

15 the midse ol the sieh and: stif: of a FrancoCanadian alianée. Thix op: {

e e it o the v | 107 b e Scancily sy
Y,T(l‘!zi ltobk;’ltv i\t‘: mea:" “an:imt‘rr;('(‘l'yll‘n reaper -trist ‘to protect. its share of the
"t‘ ’ "\ Q m!u. - al 20000 latge agricultural - machines &ald
IS MEASAge: S, MAny SNES CrOWA L, Pranoe-ini907, not eensidering o Tike
1 ‘uoch -our attention, -and ~abzorb| o E R A T By
our time, our thought and our energy, g <30 ]

o real significance of the season. ~ Hs
‘oredominant note is one -oi joy. ‘And

why? - Because it télls us' that’ God
the wotld. -"The helpledsness-and

iy

T

had done and is_doing His ‘hest for
rty -of - the, Bethléhem  Babe 'rir‘tsn‘
: pity. - _E;

fhat we are in-danger of -being ushersd %y ] :
into Christmas without catching the WIKE NOT PAY-» ,‘"DEMN'TY'

Austria ‘Declines t5 Peérmit Question.
- .ing,of Rieht to Annex Twa States.

Berlin, Deel 26—xustriasto usce the
pdmiericdn torm, siands pat;-she zaias-
2 either to pay. thé indemmnityt6 far-
ikey; or to:admit the right of Hny-ole

end <tofwhatsoever 1o gueltion. ler annoxu- |
ulft'mo!' G ,ﬂ,ﬂ '. g = b

Russia takor o) dignit
i s

5| 'ng on, v His metho iﬁ\t&:: untries Kg 6t iraproved: by -the
Al “overcoming cvil. with -the .godd”  in

tagt ‘#hat Pripes’Qrusoit ‘many weeks

spife of the" “pangs’of nature, sina of fago quitted Vienna on <he-prefext of

blood;”’ He will .eee that—
. “Good.shall fall
! At last—=far‘off=at" last, 46 all,
And-every winter. change to spring.”

| M, God is doing His best for the

e digh the will, “delrets: of doubt. and ‘taints “of Hlil-heaith; Wlthdugh iy i5 an open sec-

red thilt *he was perfeetly well, -

Yet Rusdin’s: fiphncial ~position is
such-that the ided of war seems almdst
impdsaible” 86me time :ago, a *rignd
oi. M. Kikovizelf; Russian. minister of
finance, when passing through-Betlin,
stated“thdt in Russia_praminent peo-

world ‘gs a whole, and for each of vs|ble wére talking of the possibility of

indiyidually, we ought to ‘cateh the

war ‘in the dgpfing. (At the timeé that

Christmas spirit-and do.our- best for|seemed unlikely, but from what has

God and the world. by dollowing thé

taken place during the last few davs

example. of Jesus ‘Christ m “‘going| it no langor seeing such a Yemote con-

¥

about doing good,
wards: “It “ig more blessed to give
than to recoive.””

" MIGHT RIDERS' METHODS.

Teérnessee Qutlaws Secured Recruits
8y Conscription.

Unica City, Kansas, Dec. 26—Today a
large cvowd of the friends of the-Night
Riders, that is, the eight now on trial,
came to the city in an endeavor to ar-
range with A#orney-General Caldwell to
accent their confessionm in retnrn for ims
mun.ty or at least a modification of pun-
tshment.” They were compelled to return
disappoiated, ‘however, for the Atltornéy-
Gendrgl- hiay _dielined to recgive any
mora ¢onfosiions in promise of clemeéney.
The feeling against them is so strong
that one of the attorneys associated with
the prosecution stated he would with-
draw from the cases if any more night
riders weére permibted to confess in ex-
change for clemency. An involuntdry
member-of the gang, who was foreced “nto
aecompanying  them on  their bloody
1aids, and who, after testifying for the
State is in the ¢ity for protection, says
that the eight men now on trial, the two
who died in fhe eounty jail at Nashville
and four others who are nnder arrest and
will ‘be - tried subsequently at the con-
clusion of the préesnt trial, wene the
ringleaders and promoters of the raids,
and that almast without esception the
remainder of the crowd was made up of
men  who were forced in by threats
against their Lives and property. The
coses will be given to the jury abont
Tharsday. - The remaining night riders
under indictment will be tried ome by
auo until  the leaders ~have all been
hrought fo justice, when it is probable
that others will ‘be released on honds .te

SYSTEMATIC u;cTION.

Russia Driving Jews Out éf Finland
by Uncéasing Persecution. .

New: York, Dee. 26-<Cablegrams have
béen preceived by premipent Jews in New
York dnring . the - lget wedk _telling of

ent Anti-Jewish outbreals in Finland.

day news came that the agitation has
been brooght to such a pitch that. the
Finnish. Jegislature had issved a pro-
clamation prohibiting the slaughter of
meat accarding to the Jowish ritnal, ‘The
meSsages’ have . come from  the Hilfs
Verrn, a Jewish arganization in  Bérlin
and the vecipients copsider this latest
move of the Finnish governiment powers
an indirect mothod of expelling the Jews
from that country. An officer of one w
the lecal Jewish Association « tomight
gave a8 lis opiniof that ever since Rus-
sia gained control of Finland, the larger
power has bheen carrting ont a program
of extermination against the Jews and
he spoke with considerable feeling of the
porsecution which has been heaped upon
them.

‘“They are treated as forpigners in Fin-
land,” he said,*“whether they nre notive
horn or not, and thefact that there aré
only about 19 Jews in the country as
goinst. a million and a half Russians
dnd . other nationalities - makes them
powerless to resist despotical ‘legislation
g5 Lhis edict. A{ this time of the year,
espiejally, he peinted out, the conditions
are_particularly .unfavogable for u syc-
cgrsful-resistance to the pppressive meas-
ures, for the country is covered with ice
and snow and the people ‘ave forced to
crots the frontier after they have_heen
tnriied out of the ecities) or/ perish from
the.cold in the less seitledPortions of the

await their tria} at a fiare tegalar terge] 00Nty

af cpurt.

Depression in Belgium.

Bruszels, Dec. Zi-=elgivm has, oo Fen-
1 4e-be gey -spicited this Lumsimus Jov
an industrialepias reigas throighout'the
¢ untyy, éspacially among manufacturers
vhese prineipal husiness is exporting to
America. The glasz and cement expolrts
have dallon 4o smallér proporiions thaa
in many years. The wages of cogl mhin-
«rs have been reduced 15 per ceal. and
the mituesowners have lowered the pricé

i coal considrably e bring rlief to the
wetallurgical inforests of PWiginne. 1t is

wily remarked in .the press that Bel-
g is the one continental venwéry thi
sa< not ben helped by the fresh wave of

Many prominent Jews weté smmmoned
to attend the first Duma from: Finland,
and tme of these, Dr. Schmaryon Levin
5 now in this country. We, like others.
spoke his mind fieely at these méetings,
thinking the Russtan aniboritiés were
simecte in their invitations fo the Jewg
to speek of ®heir wrougs. Shottiy afters
vards e found thai. the Russians liad
ordered his arrést.  Fortpaately Dr.
Fovin wad in Berlin af the Gme and so
he did not go to prison.

Drowneéd in the Thames.

Chatham, Ont., Bec. 25.—H. John=
son, uged four, was drowned in the
Thames River. The body, is not yet
recovéred. . The: boy, with a bro-

acsperitg in the United Mates, b it 7efther, walked on the -ice , and -was

3oped ‘that affer Cheistmas the pormal
¢rade felations with Amerien will be es-
ablished, ’

warnéd off, buf Herbert later returns
Pd with  hie=dog and broke through
the ice. " TPhe dog wis alzo drewned -

 WORKED OFF SPURIOUS NOTES.
Uriited ‘States Financiers Bought
Large Bunches of Bad Bills.

New York, Deeember 24,—A whole-
{sale plan” by international swindlers
to -work off in this country spurious
11,000 iranc¢ notes of the ‘Bangut Na-
! {ionale of Belgium has just been uns
| eovered by Zimmermian & Forchay,
{the New  York stock exehango. and
banking firm, which handleés ‘& great
fdeal  of - fereign anoney. Money
broketrs in this  city, - Philadalphia;
Baltimore, BDoston, New  Orlesns,
Chieago,- San  Freneisco and - other
cities have, according to. the returns

million franes  worth “of | spurions
notes, which are deseribed . as .ibe
moet skilfully executed eounterfeits
geen in years.

After Bears and Indians.

place to sleep. AWhile he was  asleep
Paliceman Martin veticod
hanging from the hoy’s belt. In it was a

small vest pocket pevelver.  *“What aré | 2roteéction from the

remetabering His [tingeney. The Austrian-Russiah-Turk-

ish- eomplication is ccoupying the at-
tentien of ‘the  Berlin' ‘government” to
the  highest degree; as the possibili-
ties of ‘interpational complications in-
to which-Germany might be unwilling-
ly dragged appears unlimited.

“International” in France.

Paris, Dec, 25~Millions of dollars will
he diverted from the export trade of the
Criited Siates by the forced action of
The Internaitonal Harvesting Company,
the so-called: “Reaper Trust” in estab-
ishing large factorids in France and Ger-
nany, owing to the hlindness of Ameri-
~an. manufacturers, Competition. by the
foreign irade,. and the activity of other
nations ‘in concluding arrangements for
wich . treaties that would hurt its busi-
ness, demanded quick action to protect

so iar in, bought not less than iwo ‘the incerasing trade of over 80,000 large

agricultnral machines now sold yearly 'n
Franed and Germany b ythe American
‘Mint alone,

The Freach factory will b 1osated Af
“toix near Little ,and will he'an apera
tian within a veas, starting ~wich 1,500
workmen. The German inctors w'll le

Chicago, Dec. 25—Juseph Beach Beloit; | built at Neuse, near Colex 2 anl w.il
left ‘2 week ago to  shoot ‘bears in-#he | mploy 2000 workmen. b chgparios
west with a small pocket revolver. In-fire to be operatedd in Fran e wid Gor.
stead He is moy in u cell in the Engles| vany by ‘thoe sanie stéck
wocd police station, where ‘he arrived | “ontrol the'veaper trusé, and will supply
tired ‘ot this uftérnoon and asked for a|‘the trade of the entire constinent. »

holdars wha

3 ) A su-
serintendent with a ferce of preliminary

large holster | nanagers are notr en route to Trance.

The failure of the reaper trust to get
Amaorican govern.

vou deing -with that big gun?” enguired | went against the trade restrictions “me

shoot Indiaps” replied the hLoy.

weapon'.

Photographad the King.

London, -Dec. -£5.—An _audacious
photographer’ took 4 snapshot picture
of the King of England today. As
the King was leaving Sandringhani
Church, at the close of the Christams
Day service, he detéeted  a photos
grapher with his cameéra posed ‘in the
churchyard: The King, who sigce his
illness has avoided fhe camers fiends)
eried. “Btop. stop; 1 don’t approve of
that.”” A detective. who was stand-
ing near to guard she King, pushed
the * photographer’ from the * chareh-
vard out nto the street, hat not bes
1ore he had sucéeeded in obtaining an
exocellent pictare of the King with
kis hand raised in protest.

Washington, Dec. 2b—George Dews
ey, #dmiva] of the United States, who

feripg from an indispesition at 1id
homo here, which has: resulted * omj
& cold and an attack. of sciatica. ]

-

the paliceman. “I am going  west tg]20sed By France and the anticipation of
He is{ move active competition from
held on a charge of carrying concealed | ind England ip expéctation of

Germany
) the con-
fitmation of the new traaty of reciproc-
‘s_v »nnd commaerce hetween France and
Jangda; which was Theld up By the
French senate the past year, )
the ‘trust to build plants here.

has forced

Troubie at the Isthmus.

Panamay  Dec.. 26—Ameérican xorks
men on the Panama ‘canal threaten a
general strike on account of the seut-
encing of ‘an American ‘engine driver
namerd Fraser svho was convieted of
ws#ault by the tribunal-at Colon ard
éntenced to three years in prison.

Washington, Dee. 25—Officials  of
rh"- Isthmian canal commission here
said  tonight that they  have ayer
x'r-r:rrl of Fraser, now wnder sentcnoce
for-assault in Panama, and know no-
!il:l]f_} of a_ thréatened strike on ‘he
mnal.

Trouble in Seuthern Gontinent.
Rig Jageira, Dec. 25Tt is reporiad

wll be Fdgears-old tomorrow,-i8 sufé}that there havé been new disturban s

in the Aere torvitory. The Mexian
eruiser: General Guerréfo has left for
the ;south, >

CURIOUS ATTACK
ON FALLIERES

Urarmied “Man Sprang ' on French

President but  Diclaims Serious
Intentions,

Paris, -Dec. 25.—A  sensational —at-
tack. on. President :Falleries by Jean
Matis, an- alleged: royalist, threw the
city into awild excitément today. Al
thongh the President :escaped without
cliy other mnjury than a-scratch on
the éar.in the scifffe with his/assail
ant, many wild ramors conceérning
the affair wers =eot afleat, all of them
magnifying: thd¢: seriousness - of the
injury.. . ‘f'he attadek -wus made  near
thé Rue Detoile; 'when the: President
was - taking an early morning ‘stroll,
accompanied. by M. 'Lamidou, his
secretary, and Col: Lassor; military
attache.  Matfis, who had appdrent-
ly béen awditing the appearance. of
the President, sprang upon him suad-
denly from behind, throwing his arms
around his neek and trying to throw
him to the ground. The President
grappled with his assailant. Col.
Lasson and Ramondou dragged the
man away and turned him over to
two detectives, who had be¢n follow-
ing the party in arder to guard the
Prégident. © The man, while being
handouffed, exclaimed “1  simply
wanted “to pull the - President’s
beard. I am not armed.”

Phis was found to be true when
he was searched. Mattis gave his
age #9294, occupation waiter. Medals
and stamps bearing the imprint o
the Duke of Orleans were found in his
possession, and also a casd of mem-
bership in the. Royalist order, Patric
Francaise. X sea.ch -of Maths
rooms revédled that ‘he was in _ciowe
tonch with several of the Hoyw'ist
leaders, but so far nothing has ieen
discoyered to ghow that the attao?
was e xesult ofia prearrang .-

sihe man talked in a.ramling » <3
about “having ‘done. his duty n I
hali of France.” = Of late the Royal-
Hist organizations have been charging
hhe government with responsibility
Lfor all sorts of crimes.

NEW PACIFIC LINES
Beiflg Organized te Handle Business
Beétween Coast and MHawaiian |s-
lands.

Los Angcles, Dee. 25 —~Two mneéw
Bteamship lines  between the Pacific
toast and the Hawailan Islands  are
being organized.  One i5. to be in-
corporatéd by capitalists ‘of  this
city and the other.is planned as  a
subsidiary of ‘Benator  Clurk’s new
line, the BSan . Pedro, Los: Angeles
hnd . Salt. Lake Railroad. . The pro-
‘;lcted lines are to make . this' pert
“their sprineipal const touching ‘point
#nd  hothi sare designed o, take care.
of tlie rapidly growing -canned -pine-
Apple and. dugdr  freight - and, the
"tourilt padsenger:traffic between the
Pacific const and Hawaii. :
- The ofreight . hauls, both ways- are.
vicntly - heruy. to. make either or
i hiness pay, - LT sl carry.
o grainfepd  stufls .and LrRit b
Hrawins: and - bring - bifck * cargeds  (of
sugar: and Piocapples wnd ‘some bas
anas afcl-rice. Although dn & trd-
pical: clinvare, Hawai] rawes . s6 f¢w
oraygts - that “{hé-péarly Ehinments
from. the ~ Pacific ‘codast-amouit 1o
ilmost $1005000.. “The shipmeiiis ~of
hag. and. grain to :Hawaii . are ~rrlr-o

Enermous. ;
{ The Oceanic’ line, established Ly
aul Spreckles to tun from San Fran-
cisco amd Australin’ via Hawaii and
New Zetilland, formerly ran five boats,
three 4f wlich were - twin' serew
steamers built by the Cramps in 1900.
Beécause . -giziprointment * in - the
matfer of subsidy that line withdrew
thrée of its bosts, but still runs one
regular stéamer to Tanita and ope,
the sAlameda, beiween . San Francisto
and Hawaii évery threc weeks. This
boat  is - called locally the Honolalu
ferry  boat.
. The growth of -the sugar, and par-
ticularly - the fmmensely increased
l)inmpplc, tonnage - necessitated an
mprovement in -the steamer gervice
and  the Americzn Hawaiian Btecm-
ship Compapy began operation he-
tween Honohilu and -the Pacific coast,
and more revently the Matson Navi-
gation company pat {our boats:in ser-
vice between fan_ Erancisco.and Ha-
waiian ports, but like the other lines,
does _mot. £top at either this port »t
San Pedro. .

Wilt ‘Not Acesmpany Teddy.

London, Dec. 26.—~Frederick Court-
ney’ Selous, the famous South African
hunter, ‘denies that he  will accom-
pany- President Roosevelt on the lat-
ter’s hunting trip to ‘the dark con-
tinent. ~ “It is frue,” he says, “‘that
T am going to-Eamst Africa in the
spring - for ‘private reasens, and
President Roosévelt,” who' knows my
intentioh, wishes me to" travel  to
South Afriea in the same steanmier with
him. Probably we shall be fellow
pessengers, but that, in all likelihood,
will be the full extent of my associa-
tion with the ‘expedition. © President
Roosevelt intends to be hunting about
a vear, probably inaking Naribi * his
headquarters.”

Raided Without Authority.

Fort William, Dec. 25--Five men were
sworn_in as speecial, constables and with
“rovincial Constable McKay at thelr
head, the bowdy honses were raided and
iften prisoper. conveyed to the station.
1t there developed that the entire pro-
seedings were irregular, the provineial
onstable having acted without aufhority
and had no power to &Wear in &pecial
sonstablés.  Finally Magistrate Palling
was colled from his hed and. the.prison-
rs rélcased.”

v Andy Not In it.

New York, Deée. 25—-Whea a raport of
his alleged connection with the Pittsburg
dity antigraft erudade was shown to An-
dvew Cdroegie in this city tonight, he
instruetéd ‘his secretary to fell the re-
porter that the' pumor was untrue in
wery respect and that he wad in no
w_iw@ connected with the graft prosecu
Jxons,

Pataguay Parliament Meets,
Asunscioh; Paragunay, Dec, 25--T%o
Pardgudyah congress has been  .u-
voked in extraordinary session io dra-

' Balances due by other ¥ SRR AR L g
g:#ilé%&duew%ka)ﬁndsﬁ tsin the "United Stal

MERCHANTS' BANK OF CANADA.

The s Forty=fifth Annnal Meeting ‘of the Directors and Shareholders . of
the Merchants Bank of Canada - was.held at .noon yesterday. Wedpesday,
December 16th, the president, Sir H. Montagu A}lan, in the chair. Amongst
othiér directors and shareholdérs present were Messrs., Jonathan ~Hodgson.
Thomas Long, . <F, Smith, Hugh A. Allan, Alex. ‘Barnet; R . Cahipbell
Neles, " G. Dupnford.. George Hague,-John Patterson. C. R. Black, A. Brown.

M. S. Faley, F. Hagie, J. Watson, E.- F. "‘Hebhden, T. E. -Merratt-and D. C.
Maearow.

The President appointed. My, J. M. Kilbourn, secrctary of the Bank. to
act as secretdry of the jmeeting.

The minutes of the jast annudal nieeting were taken as read.

: THE ANNUAL REPORT. y :

The Presiden{ submitted the annual réport, of the Directors as followss

Your directors Beg to submii the Annual Statement of the affairs of the
Bank ut close of books .on November 30th dast, covering the year's businéss.
Phe nét profits amount to $738.587.19, whiéh is less than those of -a; year agaq.
but’ it will'bé borne in mind that: conditions have been 1éss, fayourahle. - Ok
Hiterest  bearing dsposits have grown to a consid@erably larger som latberly:
while our call loan: funds—mnearly $11,000,000—hdve likewise greatly ineréased .
under a slowing down. of .trade activity, the latter yielding a substamiﬁ‘lly
less return than: at any date. for many years back. 5 e

After paying the usual djividend of 8 per. cent, we have disposed:or the
surplug earnings. by writing. down Bank, Premises.Account $100,000, contri-
buting. . $25,000 to .the - Officers’ Pension. Fund, and,carrying. forward the
balance to: Undivided Profits Account, which has now reached the total of
$460,997.94. .

All the ‘Branches of the Bank have beén.duly inspected. . We have found
it desirable to ¢lose the sub-office at Douglas, Ontario, which did not jixsti(_\'
being continued. We have opened Branches at Melville, Sask., Walnwright,
Alta., and in Toronto on Parliament Street. 2

With reference to the world-wide monetary stringency. experiencéd. the
past year, bordering at times on panic conditions, without claiming’ undue
prescience, we had -early indication of the coming storm and prepared for
something of the kind well in advance, so that our eourse through the grow-
ing pressure was made much easier and without stress to our éxtensive dis-
counting clfentélé, Meartime, a .cleaver Tihantiel dutlook has supérvened,
and we logk from fthis on to a gradual revival of general trade, following
upon an excellent crop in the North-1Vest and good prices. 2

All of which is respectfully submitted. H., MONTAGU ALLAN,

President.
STATEMENT OF THE RESULT OF THE BUSINESS OF THE BANK FOR
THE TEAR ENDING 20TH NOVEMBER, 1908.
The Net Profits of the year, after payment of charges, ‘rebate
on . discounts, interest on deposits, and making full ‘provision
for bad and doubiful debts, have amounted to...
The balance brought forward from 30th . November, 1907, was .. <.

$ 38,5918
267,400055

$1,005,997.94,

Making a -total of

This. has:-been disposed of as follows —
Dividéend No.- 82, -at “the rate® of ¥ per cent. per
anuum sk L R
Dividend No.. 83, at the . rate ,of 8§ per cemt. per
annum . i3
Dividend Neo. 84,
sndum ..o ...
Dividend No. 85,
annum "o

$126,0006,00

120,G0C.90
at:- the fate of .8 d . ‘per
f R e e NGRS L S o - 120,000.00
at the rate of 8 . pér
R TR L TR R N 120,009.00
—— 456,000.00 -
Written off Bank Premises Account.. ... ... oo vov ceon 16,000,060
Contribution to Officers' Persion Fungd .. ... ... ... .00 o0 v 2::000.00
Balance carrféd forward ... ........ ... 400,987,94 -
! $1,005, 98784
STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES AND ASSETS, at 80th November, 1808,
Liabil ities. -

1.-To the public:—
Notes,in Circulation... el el
Depostts.-at €Call ... ... ... .. ... UL LGSR 4 NR2.02
Deposits subject to notice (accrued interest to date

included) P A e R e TR
Deposits by othér Banks in Canada

$4.740,478.00

41,327,832.68
841215
120,060.00
$65.00

$46.197,627 83

Palance due to Agents in Great Britain... ....... o0 o0 e
cu LUl e g R R S TR SR v I S
Dividends unciaimed: ...

& 2.-—To the stogkholders:—
Capital paid up..
Resexve Pung. .. .00 .0 .. .
Balance of Profits carried forivar

$0,000,660, 0
4 000, Cue. 00 ‘ e
A0099% 94 X

WAy 10.:00,997.84
e SIS

Gold.and Sii\'el{. Coin on hand

‘Dominien Notes e -hand

Notes and. Cheques p[;ptt}é}

.and [ Short . 'Loins -éon
Canada

Call=‘afd “SHort.. ‘Eogns’'. on “ B
elseWwhere than th Canada..* .o .00 o

Bonds  nnd [Stocks i

B R §4 ) TR T A

Stocks :

: $.958,251.07 Sfu

" 10, 918.188. 18
806:073.08

6.4 23800

Dominion and. Provincia! ‘Governgent
Municipal, “Raflway and other 1

TN : $24 7363108
Current: Loans and Discounts (less Re'bate of . Intercst reserved).. 2050882531
Loans Yo other Balks, seeured ... [ ... . _ i, 4 45628588

Leans and Discounts overdue (loss fully provided foy) 84,708.01
Lieposit with Dominion Government for séusurity of Note Qiv- TS
i e A T B B R B R R R A T e 230,000,068
Mortgages and other Seeurities, the property of the Bank &):'Iﬂ:&ﬁ
S R A ! : oo < 49,365 48
Bank Premises and Furniture ... 1,718/885.62
B 17,083.21
S ——

Other Assets
356,568,625.77
E. ¥. HEBDEN, General. Mazages.

The President having invited disenssion of the report, Mr. C. R’ ‘Biaik -
spoke s follows:— &

1‘would, like to say that 1 am sure all thie-Shareholders ‘muBt be Very
muih pleagsed with ‘the result of last year's business. 1t 1s true that we
had & slightly better. réport last year, but when we consider the trenipndous
upheaval that has .taken place across the liné; and the fact that we-esi-
not in this conntry stand aside from the effeots of anything like that. and
that our financial affairs, our industries and bhusiness generally, are fn-
fluenced -very largely by business conditions in the United States, T think
that the report just presented us shows that the affairs of this Bank Wate
been managed during the past year with  wonderful care ‘and caution.” The
Directors and the' Manageinent must have exercised great prudence, and at
the' same time cared for the interests of their clients

Me, Géo. Hague moved that the scrutineers cast one ballot in faver —eof
the following persons as directors:—

Sir-H. Montagu Allan, Messrs. Jonathan Hodgson, Thomas Long, C. ¥. -
Simith, Flugh A. Allan, Charles M. Hays, Alex -Barnet,: F.' O.. Lewis and
Bryce J. Allan, : :

Continuing, Mr, Hague said:— : Bds

“Withrregard to the Statemient just présernited, I would say that although
the profits “arée nat sich @s they were: a year ago, or such as some othér
institutions have made, they might have been very muech worse if extragrdin-- -
ary care had not been taken to Kkegp the Bank in a perfectly strong condis
tion, which is much more important than ‘making ' greéat -profits. At this ~
moment the Bank is in an exceptionally strong poesition with.regard to dts =~
immediately available resources as shotvn by this staterment. They amount -
to about 50 per cent. of the Liabilities. Formerly we used to be ‘well satisfied
if our available resources amounted to 25 per cent. but times have changed,
and most of the Banks now keep larger reserves. :

“With regard to the names presen ted, they. are the .same as last year
with one. exception, to replace a Director who has resigned to join the Qireg:
torate of another bank, and I feel sure that they will De satisfactory: ‘to
you, and I am sure that all the Shareholders are greatly pleased with the
result of their efforts. (Applause).

The annual réport was unanimously adopted on the following motion:—

Moved by the President and seconded .by the Vicespresident, ‘that the
report of the Directors as submitted be and the same is hereby. adopted aud
ordered to be printed for distribution among the shareholders. Lo

The General Manager of the Bank, Mr. E. F, Hebden, briefly discussed
the report, remarking: “There is very little to say beyond expressing the hope
that the shareholders may find the exhibit placed before -them: si&tisfactory.

“The only ;other matter 1 have ‘to refér to is the staff. and to testify -
to the eontinning. loyalty and devotion of its meémbers to.the $hareholders’
interests, and: to'the exdellént spirit animating them towards the Beak-and ..
one another, and to the good work performed.”

Messars. John Patterson.and C. R, Black were appointed serutineers for
the election of Directors.

The President briefly explained that the appointment. of Mr. Bryee J. -
Allan to the directorate was merély temporary, to Till the gap caused hy. the
resignation of Mr. C. R. Hosmer from the Board. He explained that as Soon
fs it ‘was possible to call a Tull meeting of the Board a permanent director
would be elected. e

The motion for: the- election of the Directors by one ballot was than an+
animously adopted. ‘

Mr. J. Campbell Nelles:—T think a vote of thanks shofild be {endeped
the . President. Vice-presidént and Directors and to the  General Ménager:
and - Staff. “While 1 am not one of the oldést, I am not one of tha youngest:
hére. I have had an account with this Bank since 1882, and:in all'th&me -
I 'have never met with a single word of discourtesy.  while my “business &g -
always been carefully looked after. and anyone who: has met with the at- -
tention that I have alwidys recelved Wwill have no cause of complhint regard:
ing the Merchants’ Bank." (Hear, henr.)

The President, on behalf of himself, the Vice-president and Board. and
the General Manager, on béhdalf of himself and the Staff, briefly rettirned
thanks for thé meeting's apprecidtion of their services, after which "the
meeting adjourned. /

* At a special meeting of the Directors subsequently held the ‘following
officers . were re-elected: President, Sir H. Montagu _Allan; Vice-president,
Mr. Jonathan Hodgson.

v

Read the Want Ads,

cusz the selection oi ministers “or - .o |
departments of ‘agricalture and pubiic |
“works; - - :
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