280

it was his policy to get up the_afair as an elec

tioneering dodge, aiid that nothing more would
he heard about it.. Governor Dundas seems to
eave been of the same opigion, forhe says: ““Any
anquiry from the Culonial Government, as to its
tuthority 'to enter into ‘any pariiciilar or excep-
tional arrangement or agrecument with the United
States, must be answered in the negative.  But
apart from the general prin{:i?!es involved, the
Lieutenant Governor is of opinion that the mem-
bers of the Council have ovér-rated the immediate
effects of the proceedings of Congress in this mat-
ter.”” Ttis evident that His Excellency looked
upon the matter in:the same liglit'as some of our
neighbory in the Dominion; who thought the idea

of the United States entering into'a treaty with|

little Prince Edward, preposterous, and that it
was all a'ruse; but I am happy toinform you that

such is not the case. = General Butler is siways
sincere in his pub!ic doings, and’'it is not likely

that such a man as-he would come all the way
down heve, for the sake of deceiving us, that he
might gain his election. I see, hy a paper 1 bave
in my hand, that Congress has sanctivned the re-
port of 'the Congressional Committee.- lu the
Toronto Globe, there is ‘a long article upon this
Island, showiug that this is about to become an
important:question. It goes on to say that Gen.
Butler came down tn little Prince Edward Island
on an electionecering expedition, but that the re-
sult of his visit is now receiving a good deal of
consideration in Congress, &ec. -
Hon. My, Howrax,—A considerable part of the
report of the Congressional Committeé was copied
by Secretary Welles, and placed in his report.
" Hon Mr. Davies.—The Globe says that the af-
fair is now about to become a serious one, for
Congress has proposed a series of resolutions,
stating ‘their willness to negociate for free-trade
with this Island.. For my own part, T believe we
are at preseut in a capital position, and I am glad
that thére is some prospect of-a favorable answer
from the British Government. I believe the Homeé
Government have had the matter nnder considers
ation, and that some proposal from the United
States had béen received by the Imperial anthor-
ities. - I would say, to all those who wish either
Confederation or ‘Annexation, that I want neither
the one nor the other. Every person who gives
the matter much consideration, must be aware
that we shall do better by retaining our present
status and by keeping our present position. We
have a good prospect of obtaining free trade with
the United States, and when that is once ‘secured
none of the other Provinces will' bein a better
position than our own. I believe that the great
body of our people are advancing rapidly, even
under the ill-treatment of Great Britain, and that
the country will gain, in 8pite of all its losses.
Our farmers have increased their wealth doubly
within the last seven years, and there is every
prospect that with the advantages of free¢ trade
they will advance still more rapidly.’ I believe An.
pékdtion will néver be cbtained without the as-
gent of the Imperial Govornment, and that the
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time for it is yet a great way off. When the
whole of the Colonies are agreed to become part.
and parcel of the United States, Great Britain will
throw no obstacle in their way.  Powerful as the
Americans think themselves, they are not strong
enough to take these Provinces from Great Brit-
ain. - AnAmerican gentleman told me, not long
since, that the pcople of the United States knew
their position too well to interfere with these Pro-
vinces; that it was time enough yet for the fat-
ter to go into the Union, and that when we get
better acquainted with them, we will seck, by our
own accord, to unite with them, and when that
takes place we will be received by them. 1 should
not like to submit a resolution on the subject of
free trade, because I do not know whether the
Government have not some scheme of their own,
relating to this matter. Whenever there is a will
thereis a way. - B

Hon. Leaoer oF rBe GoveErNueNt.—I may. here.
state that the Government have taken no steps
on the matter, : '

Hon. Mr Davies.—If we can get free trade
without trampling on the rights of the Imperial
Government, it will not be witbheld from us.
We have still some power leit in ounr hands and
as the British Government allowed us to grant
the privilege of fishing in our waters to American
fishing vesscls, on their paying a certain amount
as tonnage, and allow us to make. use of the re-
ceipts, could not this House grant back to the
Americans the money which they thus pay us?
1 would say, let the Americans pay us the license
demanded and let us refund them the money

‘|ljagain in the shape of a grant. If this can be-

done it will give the Americans all the advag.
tages which are in our power to give them, and
we shall be quite independent on the matter,

Hon. Leaper or taE Opposirion.—I would ask
the hon. member for Belfast ( Mr.Davies) whether
he would be willing to . refund that money if the
Americans did not remove their duty upon our
mackerel, C : -

- Hon. Mr. Davies.—While the Committee
of Congress were here there were certain
stipulations 'made which they agreed to;
they agreed to. receive our produce into their
markets duty free and they only ask for the privi-
lege of fishing in our waters in return. Ff we
can carry out the scheme I have proposed, we
can then say, ‘‘Fish away boys, fish away ; your
money shall be rofunded.”” For my own part, I
cauriot see why this idea could not be carried
out. A good deal has been said on the manner
in which the Congressional Committee - made ap-
proaches to us on this matter. It is but natural
for the members of 8 Republivan Government te
suppose that the first movement in such & schemo
should come from the representatives of onr people
and, therefore, it was'on that principle they came
here. They wished first to ascertain oar feelings
on this matiter; and it seemed very uatural,
right and proper that they shonld do so. "As the
Uongress of the United Statcs have endorsed the
actions of the Congressional Committee all that
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