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Spssial offar of the Wesleyan ! !
The WESLEYAN will be seat from this 

date .tmtH the 3l«< December, 1878 fo r 
one subscription—Two Dollars. This takes 
in the General Conference Year, during 
which much e.mnexional interest is sure to 
be awakened. We ask our Ministers to 
ftve us their cheerful oo-opemtion toward 
bringing the subscription list, within the next 
three niinfiw; up to 4000. They will be sur ■ 
prised by counting up the numtrer of fam
ilies in their chafes, who do not take the 
Church paper. What can these know of 
Methodism, in its modem spirit or • opera
tions—excepting as they may hear from the 
pulpit or see in their neighborhood f What 
can their children learn of the genius a-d 
history of the Church oflheir fathers ! The 

• Church organ may be presumed to preach 
‘loyalty and impart conmextonal intelligence 
to every member of the household every day 
iti the week, thus talcing the minister's place 
and doing his tooth during his absence 
Think Of it. brethren, and act !

WOMAN’S RELIGIOUS STATION.

Bishop Faillir#, in his very eloquent 
lecture on “ Ttie Four Johns of His
tory,” pars * merited tribute to the 
memory of John Wesley, as a Reformer 
amd an E nancipator. By opening the 
Way toward public usefulness for Liy- 
men, Wesley braved much prejudice to 
■Ustain the character of a far-seeing and 
liberal minded apostle. Johu Wesley’s 
voice and p*-e were always for freedom. 
He overcame his own and his brothers’ 
sacerdotal ssruples—which were suf
ficiently tenacious - to meet the plain 
dictates of common sense, and the 
pressing watts of perishing multitudes. 
He accordingly yielded to his mothers’ 
counsel, and gave license to “ local 

•preachers.” This was an act of im
mense consequences. The evangelical 
churches everywhere are but beginning 
to acknowledge, practically, its reason
ableness and advantages.

When John Wesley placed woman in 
her proper sphere in the Church, recog-

1, nizlng her perfect equality with the 
other sex, by employing her talents and 
according to her the rights of office as a 
Leader, he was even farther ahead of 
his times than in the other instance, 

"tie fought, side by side with Wilber, 
force and Buxton for negro emancipa
tion ; could he do othei wise for the 
emancipation of woman ? The disabili
ties of the female sex had been, like 
4hose of the Jew, the Roman Catholic, 
-and the coloured Race, pressing for cen- 
-turitis on the attention of Legislators 
and Reformers. One by one those 
disabilities were removed. Slowly but 

-«arely the spirit of Reform gained 
strength, till Jews and Roman Catho
lics found their wav into the highest 
offices of the realm, and the Negro race 
stepped out of bmdage into liberty. 
The complete emancipation of woman 
has never yet been achieved. She is 
in many respects as much a subordinate 
4o-day in the eye of th# law, as a hun
dred years ago. A cunning profligate 
may leave his haunt* of vice long 
enough *o engage the affections of a 
-rich young lady, and, after marriage, 

-^pend her fortune, till she is left in 
^oveity and disgrace. Iu all this misery 
-4lie victim, when not specially protected 
4>y previous legal arrangement, is com
pletely helpless. She is but a second- 

-aty object.
Woman’s position in the Church, is 

» form of bondage, which has come 
-down to us through the cruel dark ages, 
during which the strong held mastery 

-over the weak. She is a subordinate— 
b i voice, no vote, no |*osition ex

cept as a hearer and ohserv» r. It is 
«needless to assert that the advocates of 
Ahe exclusive theory are smtiined by 
üoripture. Opponents of the Jew who 
nought the pr.vilege of citizenship in 
England a century ago, quote! Scrip
ture fluently enough. So did those who 
would have excluded Roman Catholics 
from the Government. As to the ad
vocates of negro slavery, they had the 
B.ble all in their favor. Similarly, 
quotations of Scripture to day against 
women speaking in church are but the 
facial pleading of controversialists, 
who seem bound to sustain a system of 
which their forefathers approved. The 
Bible must be real as a book, not in 
wgm<ntsor detached passages, a me- 

-thed whic.i is always unjust to an au

thor. Taken in this way, the Bible cer
tainly presents the clearest evidence 
that women have been both preachers 
an/ office holders in the Church.

Bearing on this subject is a remark 
made by a cotemporary, commenting 
U|ion an argument used by a Montreal 
Minister against urging reformed 
drunkards into public notice.

It is Mr. Riue's plan, as soon as he 
rescues a victim from the clutches of 
internfierance, to mike him speak to an 
audience, and thus, if possible, interest 
him in the temperance work. There is 
no doubt that the plan is open to ob
jection, but it appears to be essentially 
the same as that adopted by “ revival
ists" in religion who get converts to 
tell their experience, and relate tneir 
past follies, and from which much good 
is believed to result. What is good 
m the one case ought to be in the other.

We had no right to expect any sup. 
port of revival methods from the above 
writer, farther than the philosophy Of 
sente and the fitness of things obliged 
him to candid. But that his closing 
sentences involve a fact, they know 
well who have bad much experience in 
reformatory work, whether moral or re
ligious. But the special bearing of this 
conclusion upon our present subject is 
that it should apply t> women quite as 
much as to men. When John Wesley 
found a penitent, v hether male or fe 
male, he exhorted to a public profession, 
and a diligent use of individual talents, 
forthwith. Methodism has closely copied 
after Wesley in this respect, finding 
that the plan is abundantly profitable 
as well as scriptural. The woman of 
Samaria was thus the forerunner of 
multitudes in Christ’s service. And 
here we must note the principal con
trast between Methodism and some 
other evangelical churches at the pres
ent date. No better illustration occurs 
to us than that turniahed by a recent 
experience of our own during a short 
journey in the Maritime Provinces.

While from home, among old friends, 
our attention was called to what was 
considered iu the neighborhood a high
handed act on the part of one of our 
most liberal and energetic religious 
bodies. A revival had occurred, by which 
many professed to be brought to the 
light of the Gospel ; and, apparently, 
without anticipating any serious conse
quences, the female as well as male con
verts began to exercise their talents in 
prayer-meetings. It was said that the 
gifts of the sisters were extraordinary ; 
so much so that numbers were attract
ed from a distance and much good was 
done. The authorities of the church 
were displeased ; held several official 
meetings over the subject, and ended by 
suspending from Church privileges 
twenty or more of the women and those 
who sympathized with them. Our 
opinion was asked on the subject, when 
we were obliged to admit that no other 
course lay open to the authorities, ac
cording to the laws of their body. But, 
by a strange coincidence we heard, as 
the first address after listening to the 
above complaint, a stirring exhortation 
from a minister in Halifax to the silent 
sisters in his charge. It seemed indeed 
as if discipline in this instance was 
aliout to be exercised upon those fe
males who refused to testify of the good
ness of God in the means of grace.

There Is a serious error somewheie. 
With our views we cannot but retard 
the old despotism of might over weak
ness as still asserting its -If to the in
jury of the female sex and the hindrance 
of the Ciuse of God. Our own mind

meat and Dr. Alliwn, daring this argo- 
tiatioo, bu been, in eterj ee-e, of the 
most honorable character.

This appointment, which gives the 
Nova Scotia system of education a first- 
class man, deprives Sackville Cojtege 
of a most popular, enthusiast and 
successful head. It » Probable that 
ample time will be given the Trustees 
of Mount Allison to look for a successor 
to Dr. Allison.

FELLOWSHIP in THE ÜNIVER 
«uTY OF HALIFAX.

A St. John correspondent
“ By the wav. 

was -hat
**k* i"bat kind of

Bishop Fallows has been assailed in 
the Halifax prints, and defended with 
a vengeance. 41 A -ible Student takes 
the ground that the good Bishop is but 
endeavoring to mend the consequences 
of an error which began with the Refor
mation j that “ had Luther and other 
Reformers named by Bishop Fallows 
taken the ground of those who en
deavored to keep infant baptism iu the 
Rum&u Catholic Church, where it be
longed, we would not now hear so much 
about reforming the churches of France 
Germany, Scotland, England anc 
branches thereof in the United States 
and the Dominion of Canada.”

Really this is something 41 new <in 
der the sun.” To think that Colenso at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the author 
of “ Essays and Reviews” at Oxford 
should have become heterodox as 
result of infant baptism ; that into the 
Book of Common Prayer should have 
been introduced numerous doctrina 
errors, as maintained by the Reformers; 
that the agitations in the Church of 
England, led on by Wesley in a former, 
and Cummings and Fallows in a later 
generation, should all be the result o 
infant baptism ! Some one has water 
on the brain surely.
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Newfoundland, by all appearances, 
is to suffer from another fishery failure. 
Few in the more favored Provinces 
know what this means. There is no 
part of our Mission field which is sub 
ject to so many contingencies and fluc
tuations of trade as Newfoundland ; and 
consequently there is none which de 
serves more tender consideration. 
Among the benevolent of our Church 
none can rank higher than the compa
ratively few of our people on that 
Island who have gained means by 
honest industry and trade. They have 
again and again preserved their claims 
from going up in excessive numbers to 
the Missionary board, simply by help
ing in every possible way their own 
outlying circuits. But there are limits 
to all benevolence, and we fear our 
Newfoundland friends will have a diffi
cult task before them in keeping their 
church enterprizes afloat while their 
kindness will be taxed to give the 
poorer classes the necessaries of life. 
The other Provinces in which the 
Methodist Church of Canada hold terri
tory are so rich in crops and other 
resources that they may well cherish 
kiudly sympathy for Newfoundland.

of wbatyou gave us 
J—“ Surd 

L
-- -ave „“ Surely our way um e, tl>e* 1$ 

* rd,” or must we 7 fr”“ -
that He is pnrerlessTi^v.t^'^^S
We feel that w„ arTdwel^* 1
shadow of the Almighty.”

We give the exact quotation 
This repeated calamity could be
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The Marriage Law affords insufficient 
protection to ministers. It guards the 
parties entering upon a marital rela
tion ; and it defends the country and 
government from imposition, by requir
ing sufficient bonds in each instance 
before license can be given. But when 
by some nossibility a miuor, or a person 
laving a living wife or uuiusuu, 
uiau*Bes to obtain a license, demands 
that the ceremony be perlormed by a 
el< rgyuian, wnat protection has he 
against damages Y The license is not
sufficient—that has been decided, to 

was indebted iu the earlier stages of the severe costs ol clergyman in differ-
religious anxiety, to female testimony 
for much I gilt and encouragement ; and 
thousands in our church would make a 
similar declaration. The suppressing 
of so nol le and useful a gilt in the 
church is surely cause for no little 
regret.

THE NEW SÜPEKINTENDENT 
OF EDUCATION FOR NOVA 

SCOTIA. r
It is announced that David Allison, 

Esq., a.m., ll.d., has formally accepted 
the office of Superintendent of Education 
for this Province. We were ignorant 
that the Government had any intentions 
in this direction when we wrote a para
graph on the subject a few weeks ago. 
The Methodist body have always avoid
ed seeking political favours on principle. 
This office may tot be a political one, 
however ; but in any case, from our 
knovledge of the faits, we mav assert 
that the conduct of both the Govern-

Out law trials, lie may have doubts ; he 
ma_i be d- eeivi-d ; but in any case, if he 
marry persons contrary to law be must 
pay the penally. There is an opinion 
prevailing that a clergyman cannot re
fuse to perform the marriage ceremony, 
where parties present him with a 
license ; but this seems unreasonable, 
though as to the law on this subject we 
are ignorant. It is a delicate matter to 
hesitate upon, however, though their 
would seem to be no way of security, 
save that of being fully persuaded that 
all is correct.

'-/or Sackville College is taking a fair 1 that if the L >rd were 
share of honors this year. One of its , could he borne m>.re easjwYT* * 
undergraduates has won the Gilchrist Jim of\t ‘ I thi^k atV&
Scholarship in the Univeisity of Lon- 
don, its President, ^ as we announce 
elsewhere, has been appointed Superin
tendent of Education for the Province 
of Nova Scotia ; and on Tuesday last at 
a meeting of the Convocation of the 
University of Halifax, one of its gradu
ates, Benjamin Russell, Esq. A. M., of 
this city, stood st the head of the poll 
in an election of three persons fiom 
#vhom the Governor-in-Councicil are to 
select a Fellow to take Rev. G. M 
Grant’s place in tne Senate of the Uni
versity. The other gentlemen nomina
ted by the Convocation are Rev. Dr.
Sawyer, President of Acadia Coliege, 
aud Stephen Tobin, Esq., A. B., of this 
city. We congratulate Mr. Russell 
upon the honor which he has won,as we 
assume that the appointment will follow 
the wish of Convocation, as e»pressed 
by its vote. The position is an honor
able one, and Mr. Russell has fairly 
earned it, not only by the high stand 
which he held as a student in his own 
college, but by the intelligent interest 
he has shown in more ways than one in 
the advancement of the University 
which has thus early promoted him.

Bishop Fallows will scarcely secure 
any respectable following iu Halifax. 
Not that there is no need of reform in 
the Church of England ; all churches 
might be improved. But the Reformed 
Episcopal Church is already in existence, 
in essence, iu this city. No safer refuge 
can be found for those who wish to flee 
from ultra sayings or doings in the 
Episcopal Church, than already exists 
in some of the sanctuaries of that body 
amongst us- Ou this great advantage 
Bishop Fallows is to be congratulated ; 
for sorely it can be no pleasant task to 
open a church whose professed object 
is to gather in members fr>m other 
Cnristian flocks. Where the necessity 
exists, it may be all very well ; but they 
are a favoured people who are free from 
this necessity.

that it wms purely pr„vi,|en.i 
th<- just government of 0,4 jtw », 
ary to accomplish a remarkahL.
But there are too many reason, f°rpul1' 
cluiling that a dangerous element. C£" 
society of our provincial cities h V 
gaining in St. Johu its 6r»t •>*«
vantage, and that Portland h». 8<i*
additional fuel to f^ed the fi,-,'? Y Wu 
di.-tiveness, avarice and cunning vm"

If our correspondent can “accept 
with resignation," as “ purely provide, 
tial,” the calamity of those recent fires 
his view is materially different fro* 
that of many with whom we have con
versed in and from St. John city, 
God permitted the wicked design» ^ 
men to prosper, to the loss and sorfl 
of their neighbours ; that is the opin'** 
of the class to whom we have referred. 
Cities have been punished for their elm 
in the past ; and some such cities 
accepted God's penalties and rejiented. 
No one believes that those St. Joh* 
fires bad this design in providence. 
Few people would escape if punishment 
of this sort came to all the wicked. 
God does not choose to 44 avert dis*», 
ter” always ; He permits it sometimes. 
But that renders it none the less di«. 
tressing as an injury inflicted on 
society. We mav, and ought, to here, 
signed Ao direct providence. I» fo 
required that we should also be resign
ed to all permissive providences ?

Mr. Moody baa awakened no little 
prejudice by administering the sacra
ment of the Lord’s Supper at North- 
field, Mass. Mr. Moody is not ordain
ed. The dividing line must tome in 
somewhere between the ministry and 
the laity, or otherwise, the observances 
of the churches in setting men apart to 
the holy office* are all unnecessary and 
unecriptural. It has been suspected 
for some time that Mr. Moody has 
strong leanings toward Piymouthism, 
and many will regard this act as a dec
laration by him of Plymouth principles. 
It is a pity that one so greatly honored 
of God should use his liberty to offend 
others, and thus place obstacles in hie 
own way of usefulness.

Our Subscriber’s lists have been 
enriched within a few weeks by a num
ber of new names, and others are 
promised speedily. Will our brethren 
please give orders for those new sub- 
scribribers as soon as possible, that 
they may have all the advantage of 
thèse passing weeks Y

We see stated that Rev. Mr. Tilley, 
•ou of the Governor of New Brunswick, 

most estimable young clergvman o\ 
the Episcopal Church, died last week 
iu Ontario. He had been very ill for 
some time.

CORRESPONDENCE.

APPEAL FOR TRACTS.
Dear Sir,—It is generally admitted, 

that great good has been done by a tract,, 
Our 44 Loan Tract Societies.” therefore 
are doing well, in providing for the oon- 
tiniions and systematic circulation of 
these “ silent messengers." We are anx
ious fo jee established, on our poor and 
struggling missions this wag, such societies 
as these ; and very probably some of tbo 
existing societies in our wealthy Canadian 
congregations, would be willing and able 
to help us. Doubtless there arc many old 
and dis-used tracts—which have been read 
again and again by their people—and 
which might be of great service to us as 
above, l^et Ihem not be destroyed ; but sent 
to me for the destitute portions of this 
mission-field. Hoping this hint will be 
taken, yours faithfully.

Jusse Heyfield, 
Methodist Preacher, 
Trinity, Newfoundland

•SELMA DISTRICT.

Our ever welcome Montreal corres
pondent keeps us well abreast of public 
affairs in that interèsting and busy 
centre of Canadian life. He needs no 
commends* bn to readers who mark so 
iitelligtnily his philosophical and dis- 
cr.minatirg method of dealing with 
mm and o'rcumetances. We thank 
him again very sincerely*

Evangelistic services are bung con
tinued in St. John’s, Newbund and, 
with unabated vigor and success. By 
the latest accounts the Methodist and 
Congregational churches were too small 
to accommodate the vast numbers as
sembling.

Enquiries have been made as to the 
reason of no report appearing of the 
proceedings of the Missionary Commit
tees. The Secretary of the Nova 
Scotia Committee desires us to say 
that the proceedings were of a merely 
routine order and contained nothing of 
special interest to the public.

The missionary debt, we are glad to 
see again by our correspondence, is 
weighing heavily on the hearts of our 
ministers. Would that it might weigh 
®0Pi on tha consciences of our monied 
men.

teacher’s farewell.
This District has been favoured, for the 

last three years, with the valuable services 
of Mr. E. J. Lay, of Musquodoboit. His 
ability and faithfulness have been fully . 
tested, in this place, and the result enables 
us, without flattery, to pronounce him s 
model teacher.

Desiroûs to pursue the study of the 
langUMges, for the winter, he cocld net be 
induced to remain with us any longer, 
bat has bent his steps, with that object 
in view, to King’s College, Windsor ; one 
of the oldest seats of learning in this Pro
vince.

Many good wishes have gone with him 
from the youths of this place, who bate 
profited by his instrn -lions.

A short time previous to bis departure, 
a very excellent literary and mas c*l en
tertainment was given by the school to 
the public in the school bouse. About 
four hundred persons were present, both 
departments having been thrown into one, 
by the opening of the sliding doors.

It was a time of great interest, especial
ly towards the close, when an address, of 
great beauty, complimentary and valedic
tory, was read to Mr. Lay by one of his 
pupils, Mr. Rankin McDougall, and in 
connection therewith he was presented, as 
a gift from the scholars, by Mias Elizabeth 
Hnestis, with a superior Photograph 
Album.

This altogether unexpected testimonial 
of the esteem and affection of bis pupils, 
visibly^effected his emotional nature, as 
was manifest in his reply to the address.

With pleasure wc chronicle such facts. 
They are adapted to encourage emulation 
in the important art of teaching. There 
is an ambition, among some of onr teach
ers, to excel in the important profession. 
The more the better, there is large room 
for improvement.

dill

Maitland, Nov. 6, 1877.
Amicus.
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