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holy life. Teaching is the duty of some,
holy living is the duty and blessed privilege
of all.  Dr. Chalmers says most truly * the
beauties of a holy life constitute the most
eloquent and effective persuasive to religion
which one human being can address to
another.  We have many ways of doing
zood to our fellow creatures, but none so
efficacious as leading a virtuous, upright,
and well-ordered life.”— Philadelphia Chris-
tian Advocate.
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The Two Deacons;TI‘—heir
Wives,

The pastor of a country congregation was
once riding through a part of his charge,
accompanied by a neighboring minister
When they reached a certain point, the pas
tor called the attention of his companion tg
two adjoining farmns, and said, * On those
farms reside two men, brothers-in-law, the
one a ruling elder, the other a deacon in my
church.  Kach has a large l':nnil_v of chil-
dren, the eldest of whom are already men
ILhe fathers are about ot the
same age, of the same social position, and
much alike as to intellizgence and informa-
The ruling elder, however, is a very
devout and earnest Christian, having some
defeets, indeed, but still recognized by all
who know him as a traly godiy man. “The
deacon, on the contrary, what often
christian.” e may be, and
child of God; but he is so
spirit, and there are <o many
in his conversation aod de-
portment, that he is a arief of heart to me
and to his brethren.  He was bronght into
the deaconship by accident ; but b
office once expired, he will neve 1o be
made an in  Christ’s house.
But here is a strange fact in the history of
these two men, ous over which I have often
puzzled myselt in_yain, and which I wish
you would explain to\ me. The pious and
consistent ruling elder carries his religion
into his family, and is faithful in the dis-
charge of parental duties; yet not one ol
" his numcrous children gives any appearance,

and women.
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term of

office-bearer

much less makes any profession of having
undergone a saving change.
parently the most insensible and hopeless of
my young people.  On the other hand, the
deacon is jus<t as careless at home as he is
abroad,
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greatly the pastor’s se-
years sCrvice. e therciore

<liook his head and smiled, and then quietly
ked, “ What sort of persons are the mo-
thers of these two families 7

The pastor at once clapped his hands in
wondering surprise, and exclaimed : ¢ Truly,
the mystery is solved! The elder's wife is
a protessor of religion, but her light is hid
a bushel,  Charity may hope well of
but she is one of those disciples of
whom no one would know the religious cha-

a

under
}n-l'. S
racter, except for their regalar attendance
upon the Lord’s Supper.  She may be con-
cerned for the spiritual welfare of her chil-
dren, but she gives no :ign of it to others,
and, I very much fear, none of it to them-
I But the deacon’s wife eminent
Religion with her,
undeniably the chief concern.  Her heartis
init.  She is instant in prayer, .and, no
doubt, intercedes fervently “for her children,
while dil
to lead them to the Savioar.
mistake.
of the
the only or chief agency in shaping the <pi-
household,

SeIVEes, y

spiritually-minded.

izent in the use of all proper means
Now [ sce my
In studying this case, I thought
as

father's chiaracter and influence

ritual character of the whereas
that M;lm' belongs to the mother.”

Who can doubt the justness of this solu-
tion? Much has been written on the sub-
jeet of a mothier’s influence, but the half has
rot been told.  And though there are some
who scout the idea as a romantic delusion,
or the mere offspring of gallantry to the
<ex, it is it the main truc that the children’s
moral character depends (under God) upon
that of their mother.  The incident above
cited is but one of a thousand. The whole
history of the church is filled with similar
" In this view, how important to the
charch is the character of those who are to
the mothers of her children! And how
important to every young man thq-l f~!|:|mrl r
)

cares,
.
e
of her who is to be the head of house-
hold and the moulder of its spiritual rela-
tions !
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A Frightened Disciple.

1. He was frightened by a The
precious privileges of the Sabbath would
commence in an hour or But that
clond ! It did not look good-natured. There
was no thunder or ligchtning about it. But
then there mioht be water ; and if there was,
and it it #hould let the dwellers below know
it by an actual descent of the drops, and he
~hould happen 1o be one of the number, how
lamentable e cet wet! Tt was a territic
thought. 1 have read of an ancient disciple,
who was *a night and a day on the deep,’
and a good soaking he must have got by it.
And he was not frightened, either. It would
take more water than in all the
ocean, to frighten him.  But the danger, not
very pressing either, of a little sprinkling,
did the work for the man I am noticing and
therefore 1 do not think a man could pitch a
biscuit over the moral distance between him

cloud.

two.

there was

and Paul. :

2. A supposition frichtened him. ‘ }llt*
hour of a prayer meeling was approacaing.
It was in his mind to go. But a supposition
~tarted up, 1 serpent out ol the
-1 may be called on to pray. I do not teel
like it. 1 donot think 1 conld offer a prayer
in my state. My heart does not
sympathize in such a business. I believe 1
will not go.” ‘The supposition stalked like
a frightful spectre before him. It palsied his
g seat was vacant at the
mecting for prayer. I believe many have
been frightened from such meetings, in the
same way.

gr

Ans.

present

purpose ; and his

and I am sure does pot set the ex- |
ample betore his family that he should ; yet'

I should like to see a group ot
$i0s, we must Lave the example of a ‘them give, each in his turs, his views ot lhel

| pieces.

passaze, “ Men ought always to pray, and not
to faint.”

3. Hard word{ gave our disciple a fright.
Wicked men know how to use this specie:
artillery against faithful saints ; and the di
ciple in my eye Lad it tried upon him. And
I was sad at the result. It made him droop.
He was evidently alarmed ; for he took some
things back, both true and good, which he
had said, and shrunk frc
which the Bible and cons
him to do. I wish he could have had
campaign with Paul.  Hard words, like flir
upon sieel, did but strike out the fire in that
;tuul (1111 soldier's 50;.21; lhl'y roused him. as
nettles would a lion ; not to give hard words
back again, but to love and pray the more
for his enemies, andto go the more zealously
onward in his Master’s cause. If hard words
could have frightened Paul, he would have

en in a fright the most of the days of his
Christian life ; but I will thank the man that
will show me the instance in which they
gave him alarm.

4. A proposed charitable collection zave
our disciple something of a fricht. It was!
thought that he bore such a relation to one
who had sent him word that “it was more
bleazed to give than to receive,” and who
had set the example to the blessedness of
giving, in that *“ he gave himself for us ;" it
is thought the disciple would have felt that
such a relation to such a giver, would have

g
made charitable giving a very pleasant aft:

es of

doinz others
ence both urged
a

1ts

ur,
and that there could have been nothing tright-
ful about it.  But it seems that any blessed-
ness in giving, to say nothing about more,
was not a matter he well” understood ; and
the example of his Lord, it was to him but
a di:nl_\ -seen star, and in fact not often in his
horizon at all.  Hence he was uneasy i a
collector or a contribution box was on a pil-
grimage in his vicinity. I never heard that
he made a bodily ‘escape, in terror, on any
such occasion, but his soul had wings, and
fled from the object whose claims were pre-
sented.  And if his soul was as empty as
the charity box wounld be, if all were like
him, a very small pair of wings would suf
fice to carry <o small and empty a soul from
the regions of benevolence.—.N. Y. Evangelist. |
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Hint to Desponding Ministers

A Christian minister, who had been very
successtul in his labouars in the gospel vine-
yard, at length saw but very little fruit at-
tending his ministrations. I'o be useless, he
could not bear; his soul was bowed down

under the discouraging prospects around
him. ing on earth was so cloomy to
himn as a spiritual dearth; for he I
on
and nothing else could satisfy

ad been
I merey,
y his mind.
Seeing no outpouring of the Spirit, no sin-
ners canverted under his preaching for so
time, his soul was beset with dcspumungund
melancholy fears.

used to showers of reform an

While thus exercised, Le dreamed that a
centleman hired him to work for Lim, and
the price of his lubour per day was stipulat-
ed.  On inquiring what his employer wonld
¢ him go about, was informed he
must go and hammer a certain rock to
“ That will do no good,” he repiied,
“ for the rock is large and hard; I could
never break it to pieces.” “That is nething
to you,” said the gentleman ; “follow my
direction, and T will pay you your wages.”

The labourer then went to work ; and
though it appeared an endless, and there-!
fore useless task, he laboured with dilizence
and patience for the sake of his wag
After awhile, coutrary to all
tions, the mountain rock broke

The minister saw that the
tained instruction for him ; he
proof, resumed courage, and

he

]!i.\ ('2\:("11-‘]'
into shivers.
dreain con-
felt the
was azain
blessed with seeing the rocky hearts of
many of his hearers broken by the hammer
of God’s word.

re-
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Buriea Talents of the Church,

Can any one doubt that there lies, at this
moment, hidden in the bosom of r
society, and dormant for want of all fitting
scope for exercige, an immense amount and
variety of talent, which might have been
elicited and trained under happier ausoices,
and triumphantly employed in the prosecu-
tion of Christian objects? Awmongst the
myriads of men and women whose hearts
have been opened to welcome the message
of God’s love, that marvellously expansive
principle both for the intcllect and will,
ought there not to be, in conformity with all
the known laws of aur nature, an assortment
of mental and moral power in the serm.

pable, when unfolded and matured, of
under God’s blessing, the inost
stupendous result=?  Just imagine a mass
of political organisation of equal extent, set
in motion, with unfmiling, regulari
every week, one entire day of which

lirious

effecting,

too, 1y,
wits
especially consecrated to its action, working
on to an ultimate purpose from generation
to generation ; and  ealculate, it
v of modes

you can,
the number and variety of action
it would by this time have systematisel, the
agencies it would have establis
struments it would have - called
trained, the latent capabilities it would have
evoked, the efficient workmen of different
pretensions it would have had at its com-
mand.  That the main purpose of the
churches is spiritual. offers no explanation
of the lack of a similar result amongst them.
Instead of solving the mystery, this faet
rather increases it. ‘Think, for a moment,
of the strong emotions which the first exer-
cise of spiritual, faith in the gospel usually
awakens, the fresh instinets it quickens into
life, the mental activity it cxcites, the gush-
ina streams of warm benevolence it causes
to flow, the wishes for others it inspires, and
the abiding principle of well doing it im-
plants. To what heroic enterprises might
not these elements of power be led forth,
and disciplined, and invigorated !  What
s are here for moral machinery,
were they but properly appreciated and
sedulously put together! Ne ed they
soon shrivel up, and beecome unavailing, like

fu-i, the in-

mt and

inater

every osher talent for usciulness which iz
buried, instead of being employed tor the
Master's use | — Miall's Dritish Churches.
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As we goon inlife we find we cannot
afford excitewent, and we learn to be parsi-
monious in our emotlons.

Be not angry that you cannot make others |
as you wish them to be, since you canuot
make yourself what you wish to be.

talk in vain.

| with sinners.

ran

\oorrec: their own.

It does Me good to con-
verse with Sinners,

They all
never deny
obligation, but 8l excdse thense]
ves from presemt dutv. Aod in
conversing with them, I learn what
1UsSe excuses are. l“ many
never could of should con;
hem. Each ane has

find it
know 1t.
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v. They haveerro v
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seemingl

It

I learn theirgxenses.
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[

his own, and
to

many

v ing@rmountable ditficul
ties, is gaod for me to know
them. To laber for the conversion
of a sinner without knowing his
difficulties, is idle.

I learn the wretchedness of sin
and, the power the devil. 1
never know the power of the devil
until I converse with sinners; his
power to deceive, his power to

of

| harden, his power to destroy.

It increases my anxiety for their
conversion. For a with
ver converse, | have no
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\iu';r‘r | go the more do I feel, the

sinaer

whom [ ne

him; and
more do | agonize toi hn 1 prayer,
the more earnestam [ in my la-
bors and eilorts to save hun.

It enchance
what God has

soul.

-‘.'Hli\i‘:c for
for my own
Wheo [ nezlect conve rsing
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Bat the moient [ commence
this duiy with them, | realize the
wide diff:rence in our moral condi-
tion, our views,
| preverse,
stubborn, reballious, and 1 exclaim,
“ Oh, to grace how greata debtor !
I prize more the ufluence of the
How feebl. man in
to converi the wicked!
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I
But there 1s one at
hand lHIL‘hY)‘ to overcome, the “U.'\'
Spirit.  Oh, how precious !
\
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tie or the days ol
prosperity, or amid persecution and
death ?

Ui, 1t does me good to converse
It makes me a bet-
ter imman and a better Christian. |
have done it so little. I will do it
moie,

The Oracles of God,
There
rev

and every hour.

I
to leave !

land

sca, 1n

when  each
clation of the word of God had
introduction this earth
which neither permittel men to
doubt whence it came,
fore it was s

was a ume

mto

nor where-
If; at the giving
several truth, a star was
not lighted up in heaven, as the
birth ot the P
was

of each

vince ot truth, there
upon the earth a won-
der, 1o make her children listen to
the me: Maker. The
Almig his arm; aud

through mighty acts,

done

2 of their
Lty made bare
shown by his
Lioly servants, gave demonstration
ol his truth, and found forit a sure
place among the. other muatters ot
human knowledge and belief.

But now the
have

God

secure

miracles ot
ceased, and nature,
and unmolested,is no longer called
on for testimonies to her Creator's
N
footsteps to his presence chamber
invisible holds the ear
ke ; no hand comneth forth from
the obscure to write his
in letters of tflume. The vision is
shut up, and the testimony is sealed,
and the word of the Lord is ended,
and this
chapters ‘and verses, is the sum
total ot all for which the chariot of
heaven made =0 many wvisit to
carth, and the Son of God himselt
tabernacled among us.
The truth which it contains once
dwelt undivulzed in the bosom of
God : and on coming forth ‘to take

voice. buraing bush draws the

no voice
awua
lx'lrllll\'!'\

solitary volume, with its

its place among things revealed,
and the earth, and
nature, through ail her chambers,
save it welcome.  Be-
yond what it contains, the mysteries
of the future are unknown. To
Zain it acceptation currency,
the company Ili:\l"!.\"\
testified unto the death. The gen-
eral .'n,-rnnln!_\ of the tirst-born in
heaven made it the day-star of their
bopes, and the pavilion of their
peace. Its every sentence 1s char-
med with the power of God, and
powerful to the everl+sting salva-
tion of souls.— Edward Irving.

Fit Answer for Skepties
and Railers,

The late Bishop liorne, in some
remarks upon the alleged contra-
dictions ot Ser ptar

Pertness ang iznorance may
the question in three lines, which it
will cost learning and ingenuity
thirty pages to answer. When this

the 3

heaven

reverent

and

noble of

. SAVS S

is done, the same question shall be
triumphantly asked again the next
year, as it nothing b.ad been written
And as people in

i or otherlik
than

ot dis

on the subject.

gencral tor one v
lone
apswers i e moce
the odds must ever be
and we mast be coatent with those
of our iriends who lhave
and erudition, candoar and pa-

i@

Lionesty

|tienee, to siudy both sides of tue
| question.
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A Hymn for the Spring-Time.
Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,
The summer Lirds have come !
And now, amid the verdant trees,
We hear their joyous tone—
And now they cheer the early dawn,
Now wake the evening strain—
Sicg cheerfully, sing cheerfully,
The birds have come again.
Awake, my lyre, a cheerful strain,
The summer tlowers appear ;
From Gardens, bowers, and verdant plains,
I'heir tragrance fills the air.
Joy ! joy ! a wreath remains
For spring-time’s sunny brow;
Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,
The flowers are blooming now.,

| extent, is attributable to that renovation of
| saciety which has been effected by means of | {ha sfurry
Temperance associations. o

And yet a sweeter, holier lay,
My exulting heart would pour,
For a happier land, with sunnier ray,
Where spring lasts evermore ;
Where hearts held here to others dear
United ne'er to sever,
May ever live without a fear
In all their want forever.

Sure as Spring wakes the blushing flowers
When Winter's reign is o'er—

Sure as birds scek the woodland bowers ¢
Where they have sung before :

So sure may I méet again my triends
In a country all divine ;

Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,
A Loping heart is mine.

mee

[FOR THE PKOVINCIAL WESLEYAN.]

Ezisting Abuses in the Church.

Perniit me to occupy 8 portion of space
in the columns uf your ‘excellent paper, by
noticing certain abuses which exist in the
Christian Church 1n this our day:  Abuses
such as, in their partial results, it is to be
feared, interpose serious obstructions to the
success of our common Christianity ; and
which will tell fearfully on the eternal des-
tinies of multitudes of the human family.— |
Matters of minor importance I shall pass
over in silence, and confine my remarks to
such as are prominent, and are obvious to
the passing glance of the most unobserving
of nankind.

Self-denia! is, I believe, generally allowed
to occupy a prominent place among the
assemmblage of those duties enjoined by the
Saviour upon his followers; And, during
the successive ages of the Church, it has
been practised more or less, and the most
emincnt saints, of whose history we have
any acquaintance, were remarkable for this
virtue. How it happons that we Christians,
so called, of the present day, have contrived
tn free ourselves from all obligntion tu this
duty, is a-problem that remains to be solved.
For, it is a fact of unquestionable notoriety
that, apparently, we deny ourselves of little |
that will contribute to our comfort or enjoy
ment. We seem to evince as great a dis-
play ol vanity,-and fondness for show in
onr dress, our equipage, our furniture and
and our louses, as others; and the good
things of this life appear to be sought with
as much avidity, and enjoyed with as good |
a relish by ourselves as they are by those |
who make no pretensious to religion, and as
though the sentence, *“ Except a man deny
himself, und take up his cross, he cannot be |
my disciple,” had never been uttered by the
founder of our religion, ;\'ot content 1in
the possession of real and substantial good,
we ave eager in the pursuit of that which is
only imaginary ; and we expend large sums
in procuring for ourselves fancied enjoy-
ments, ideal happiness to gratify a passion
for amusement and pleasure; and those,
perhaps, not always of the most innocent
kund.

How far this extravagant expenditure is |
justiiable in such as are only stewards of |
what they possess, and how far it will meet
with the approbatieon of Him who is the
sreat Proprietor of all things, is for us to
consider. God asserts that the * gold and
silver” are his, and * the cattle upon a thou-
sand hill this we seern to admit 1o theory,
but our practice involves a denial of it, and
recognition of the principle, that what we
posscss is absolutely at our own disposal ;
and, as far as actions have a voice, we seem
to say, * who is Lord over us;” * our own
right hand hath gotten us this wealth, and
who hath any right to interfere with us in |
the disposal thereol 7

Nothing can be more obviovs than that a
very large amount of that gold and silver,'
of which we are only the stewards, is
wasted ; or, what amounts to the same thing,
expended on things unnecessary; and
which serves no other purpose than to pam- .
per our appetites, foster our pride, or, in
some other way, administer to the gmurixcu-
tion of sense.

In proot of this, let us refer, at least to
one item of our expenditure, viz., our Liquor.
Let us hear what Mr. Wnght, of Corpus
Chiristi College, asserts, in reference to this
subject, in a lecture on Temperance, an
extract of which was puablished in the
Nova Scotian of the 3d. of November 1847.
He therein states * that eleven millions and
two hundred thousand pouuds is annually
expended” by the communicants of England
in the use of intoxicating liquor: and this
15 exclusive of what is expended by Chris-
tians igall other countries.

But ™s expenditure, large as it is, falls
very far short of all the money that 1s
wasted. A large amount is expended in
the use of Tobacco, Suuff, and costly array,
which, if the whole could be ascertained
with any degree of accuracy, would swell
the sum to an enormous amount. Now all
these items of out expenses migat very
well be dispensed with, us not being condu-
cive either to our health or comtort, but
altogether useless, and some of them inju.
rious.

It 1s not much to be expected that men of
the world, who neither seek, nor seem much
to desite any other portion than in this life,
will ¢ ]

» list
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|

osed to make mauny sacrifices to
¢nable them to contribute to the promotion
of that Gospd w" ~h has < one nothing for
But Chrnsuuns, to whom it has I)O»,n
made the *“ power ot God unto Salvation,”
and who are living in the enjoyment of its
bigh privileges, we shoul reas’(;nably hope,
would be disposed, cheerfully, to forego that
which 1s uscless, 1 order to augment their
means to contribute to the more gCInle

tiem.

| ditfusion of the truths of God among the

By the faults of others, wise men |

| Through

lestitute and uninstructed of our race.—

| than one Erostratus; but while they are his

. and all centuries,

return
|

| crowning legitimation.

{ rulers ot the darkness

the_operation of Temperance So-‘

cieties, many in these Provinces, as well as | maintained without the infamons :
in other parts of the world, have been indu- with its nptorious occupants, is an ail-su
ced so far to curtail their expenses as to give | cient prool’of our averment.
up their liquor: and the result been . How true, theretore, is Wesl
most happy. domestic and moral con- | theatres, with his wonted pl
dition of the population is thereby much e ¢ st I:’u- s of
improved ; and, as far as my knowledg: -Ir/'vlh«‘/n'_n. Nor is he alo
extends, their ability to contribute to the For even Macatvrey, the ¢l

18 v's verdict on

s s o ~‘v¢(-‘2 .

po
¥

on.

i spread of Christianity considerably increas- and observing orator, wri

nd

ed. A
have been fur a few years past, in conse- And ALISON, in his latest
quence of failure of crops, scarcity of money | for the corruj of

and other calamities that have afilicted our | which he ingemously co

country, it may I think be asserted, without  corruption * may be cor
fear of contradiction, that there has been | TABLE!™ s dlerald.
about three tunes the amount of money
raised annualiy, for religious purposes, that
there was previous to the Temperance
movement; and this, to some considerable

ha atres are ¢ Ne
hard and unpropitious as times | SaVs, that theatres are N

ion
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Is the Sentinel at his Post?

IF not, the fort is in dany
Look out! the moomn 1s
.‘1«“‘(' of heaven.

! then a

hiun

| now a whole forest, an

A Lavan. mountains, she tips with her s
arrows. Glorious the scene—but it

time to watch its beauty ; 1s the

R i s his post ?
The MISSIOH Of (.hB Blble- | ' lrnrk ! a step on the guard—fro
All safe! there

Sackrille, N. B., March 12,

(lTo be « ent

The mission of the Bible is to conquer  shadow a form.
the age, and not to yicld to it—to ally with faithful fellow, tramp—tramp
itselt indeed all truth and all progress, but  flashing when the queen of night hangs a
to impress on ull its own sublime identity.  diamond on it.

What can the Bible sutter, if its triends are How quietly weariness

only true to it?  With what new weapons | now ; and brave souls sink to sleep wi

can it be attacked ? With what green | words upon their lips—*the scntnelis ag
withes can it be bound? What has the his post.”

enlighitenment of the nineteenth century But there is a fort, sitnated on the v
done to supersede it more than the fourth  outskirts of danger, where, st
or the eghtcenth 7 Kvery age has more | the inmaies seldom ask—"1s the sentinal
post?”" That
quarrelling for pre-eminence the temple threatened with assanits from the most im-
stands, and their torches expire.  Strauss | placable enemies. Nolong rows «
abolishes Pavlus ; and Ewald declares that cannon line the walls, but it may be_the
in Strauss there is absolutely nothing new.  strongest fortress in the world for all that.
The giants, sprung from the dragon-tecth of | Yet a bloodless struzgl ht win it, aud

1

CikSs

the piliow

Ance to s

too when continually

{ bristlo

o
4

@ My

| scepticism, slay each other, while the Bible, bring every occupant into the mnost loathsomae

like the immortal letters of Cadinus (which | slavery.
are indecd its own), passes on to mingle That
with the thought and speech of all lands ! sure the sentinel is at his post? .
| each hour, as he pusses by the entrance ot
One might have hoped that by this time | your heart, cry out, * All's well? ) Or
aotagonism to such a bouk should have ! Pride made a breach here: and Eovy
ended—a book that alights every where  ther there?  Have Avarice )
with healing in its wings, that has dissolved | fishness, and Ingratitude, ¢ foriress
the worst fetters of humanity, marked the a ruin in all but the name? Do foul birds
line for ages between liberty and despotism, gather inathe crevices and pipe their dismal
as it seems almost about to do in our own  songs?
between civilization and reviving barbarism, | Call up the sentinel—wuke cons i
and has so gathered up in itself all the | Thefortressisshattered almosi to utieriuine
rudiments of the future, a.d the sceds of | #nd before long the ivy of death will gather
advancement, that its eclipse would be the | over it; and the sentinel shall gona
of chaos, and its extinction the |before God to answer the rol
epitaph of history. The resistance of nges —Mrs. Dennison.
to this book, however, is, after all, its
The Bible is too |
good for the race it has come to h!:'«_. It | A mnther’s Prayer 121'!13"-‘731‘3':1-
biesses them like an angel whose mission is |
peremptory, and it troubles too many! While labouring on the v Cir-
waters in its work of healing to be left in | cuit, I became acquainted with an interest
peace. It is felt and feared by all the ! ing young'man, the son ot pi
of this world. It is|both of which have for
the visible battle-field of invisible forces, members of the Wesleyan Soci
showing in the radiant faces of the martyrs From his earliest youth, Le had been
that bave died for it, and the unearthly | brought to the house of God, had been
struggles of thuse who have bunted it from | instructed in religious truth in one of our
the earth, what mysterious interests are | Sasbbath Schocls ; while his parents, and
suspended on its safety or its destruction. | particularly his mother, had often striven 1o
No feeble suftrage can augment the claims |impress his mind with the impor
of a book which has its witness below as | personal religion, and had often prayed for
signal as its witness above, which numbers, | him, that his whole life might be devoted to
to say nothing of nobler trophies, its hun- God.
dred miilions of coples in circulation, and is| When he had arrived at a suitable age
going forth to the ends of the earth conquer- | he was apprenticed in the town of Yarmouth ;
ing and to conquer.  But to vindicate its [ and it was during Lis apprenticeship, that I
majesty against all doubters as made in the | became acquainted with him.
image of God, with everything of humanity |
except its weaknes

fortress is the soul—and are you
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have

:n.«:ux

-

[FOR THE PROVINCIAL WEsI
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many yeals veell

wice of

He was not a protessor of religion ; never-
s. all its parts and linea- | theless, it was to be easily scen, that reli-
ments shining with the lustre of the divine | gious truth had produced a powerful fff
tace, ere more veiled, there more open, and ' upon his mind ; and that the prayer
an unction descending on it from the head mother on his behalf were not forzotten on
to the skirts of the garments,—thizis an high.
office as grateful to Faith as it is welcome In the autumn of 1850, his apprenticeship
to Reason. It is an altar which sanctifies  terminated, and a vessel going from )
the meauest gift.  And the worshipper may | mouth to California shortly after, he ¢
well be lost amid the myriads whose bright- | templated, and finally arranged to take a
est hope, after walking by this oracle ' passage to these auriferous rogio
through life's darkness, 18 to reach that This step was taken with the full ¢
sanctuary of peace where reverence for the | of Liis parents, and I also as Pastor was cou-
Highest is wounded by no discord, and | sulted upon that oceasion.
where those who bave been the last to H:s mother while sh¢ gave her conzent,
believe shall be the first to adore.—ANorth | yet expressed her fears as to the Socicty
British Review. | with which be would have to intermix in
| California, and breathed out a praver, that
God would mercifully preserve him, and
bless him with converting grace
At length the tir

v
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The Theatre a Source of
Corruption. 1

The history of the theatre is a stupendous | young man took farewel
testimony against it. It is arecord of immo- | parents which proved
rality, cerruption and ruin It had its origin well 5 for he was never
in GREECE, where, at first, buffoons amused until he should mcet them
the people with low performances in the spirits.
streets.  But Tneseis appeared and per- His mother as she shed (he
formed in a cart, having the faces of his and gave her son the last emibhr
actors smeared with wine Sorox, with | to him—* O, Enos have you got reli
wise foresigzhr, pronounced against the ten- He replied in the'negative ; when shie a
dency of these pertormances, and predicted ' * do not rest without religion, f
their sad results.  But Thespia charmed the will make you happy.
imagination of the poetical Grecian, and child, and may He ever smilc upon and
Solon’s warninzs were unheeded.  After tect you.”
Thespis, /EscuyLus arose and introduced  The words of his mother, a
the stately tragedy, erected the theatre, and  prayer
adorned his pertformers with mas}
buskins. SormocLesfollowed, and eclips- | conversation of those by w
ed the glory of his predee Conterpo- | surrounded. But a!l his ef!
rancously with Lim Ecriripes flourished. | convictions were in vuin ; for
These great tragic writers completely be- | tions became deeper, until
witched the Athenians, with the increased  very disquictude of soul :
charms they threw around the stage. After |10 e a sinner.”
them, came the father of Grecian comedy, distant from Christ
ARISTOPHANES, with his satire, lmt'fw.m-r’\-‘ tian friends ; and while pros
and obscenity, corrupting the morals, and round Cane Horn, that the L
exciting the worst passions of the Greeks, €d the prayer of the mother;
until they grew 8o insanelv fond of the penitent petition of the =
theatre, that they sunk into effeminacy, indo- , himn a sense of pardoni
lence and luxury ; and, according to the tes- Months rolled on after
timony of PiLuTarcH, were thus prepared particnl
for the yoke of the great Macedonian, Piivip.
Is it not saying too much toassert, that it the At length they were comn
dramatists of Greece had not lived, Macedou  writer of this artice in
had not conquered Athens! The Yankee Jims, Calitornia,
was among the chief causes—if not the very part O'.Willl.‘ll I lere extia
chief—of the dicline of Grecian alory. o It is with pleasare |

The Latin sture, .. 'was as lin° "l’ you. and hLope you
corrupt as the Grec gyer CEIVE LaCI
Leen, either place or
the
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f not 23 ruinu
w. Nor has there
period which the
"Y.A: \,,‘:f,‘ » in
the body social. I
England! I the f)
vilest of all pand —the propaga-
tor of a feartul spawn of infi lel and unar-hi- never be h
calideas. The Euglish staze will not a Imit . [ crew
a word of defence even from a mere moralist. | giddy. I could
It bas always been of sin. And mother’s words cunk jito
who can pr::\'r- that the American theatre is “"f\~ I felt the burden of a <in-<i A
a whit better? It cannot be done! It is often would I steal away in seocer nnd pttr
equally vile. And tie fact, long since con- | up my hurable sapplication to lun who
ceded by its supporters, that it cannot be |knows the heart and the inmost recesses of

from oue who e

my ure pravers,

3 '_ = O leaving he

alre was u a deadly « wata
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