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Trust in God.
“ What I do thou kiiowcst not now, but thou lhalt 

know herealier."
I know not what thou dost : all, all seems dark ! 

Clouds of portentous blackness are o’er- 
sprvad;

Wild billows (Lt*h upon my quiv’ring bark,
The thunder's crash re verb’rates overhead,

Yet, Lor!. I'll trust thee in life’s darkest hour,
Mv shivT.!, my safeguard, and my strong, high 

tower.

I know not v, hat thou dost l. yet I will wait 
fill 1 behold thee in heaven's cloudless skv,_

Till I shall reach that glory circled state,
Io whose bright radiitice darkness melts 

away, v j
-Then shall 1 read thy doings here below,
Inscribed in lines ol light which ever glow.

I knew not what thou dost: yet I will know, 
And know to praise thee for my darkest days :

Though themes of sorrow seem thy doings-now, 
Yet they shall soon be turn'd to themes for i 

pyui-c :
Ye*, I will trust thve till thou kindly pour
Uu me- thy glory's coruscating shower.

I know r."t what thou dost :~yct will I hope 
In thee till ltlc's wild, troubled stream be

p,.st :
Till heaven's fair ]x»rtals on my vision ope,

Ti 1 i-.umortality be o'er me cast:
Till glory on my wondering-spirit break,
An 1 glati fruiton follow in its wake.

The Daisy,
H Y JOHN MASON GOOD.

N.t wo-Ids on worlds in phalanx deep 
X.-v.l we to prove a (*o<l is here ; ,

The Id.ii'V, fresh from winter's sleep,
Tells of his hand, in lines as clear.

For who but he who arched the skies, 1 
And pours the day-spring’s living flood,' 

Wondruis alike itrrtll he. tries,
Could rear tin1 daisy’s purple bud,—

verse with Sinners.
holy life. Teaching is the duly of some, passage, “ Men ought always to pray, and not It ri.qeq Mb £00(1 tO COn- 
holy living is the duty and blessed privilege to faint." ' ~
of all. Dr. Chalmers says most truly “ the I 3. Hard word/gave our disciple a fright, j 
beauties of a holy life constitute the most Wicked inen know bow to use this species of 
eloquent and effective persuasive to religion artillery against faithful saints ; and the di~ 
which one human being can address to eiple in my eye had it tried upon him. And 
another. We have many ways of doing I was sad at the result. It made him droop, 
good to our fellow creatures, hut none so He was evidently alarmed ; for he took some I 
efficacious as leading a virtuous, upright, things back, both true and good, which he 
and well-ordered life.”—Philadelphia Chrit- had said, and shrunk from doing others 
tian Advocate.

1 learn theirpteoses. They all 
have excuses. They never deny 
obligation, but sH excise themsel
ves from present duty. And in 
conversing with them, I learn what 
these excuses are. In many cases 
1 never could or should conjecture 
them. Enchant has an excuse of 
his own, and ffind it does rnc good 
to know it.

I learn the difficulties that tried 
many. They have erroneous view, 
or strong prejudices, or meet with 

once riding through a part of his” charoe ï*e*a8a,n« ,uw to lo'e a"<* Pra7 ,be mo" I seemingly in*rooootab!e dilficul-
accompanied by a neighborinw mŒïfl ( n " E° Tt ^ '*"• ll is f"r "*l j minister, onward m his Master's cause. If hard word,; them. To labor for the conversion

2°u (1 have frightened Paul, he would have 0f a sinner iphhout knowing his
1........ r ‘ difficulties, is id le.

I learn the wretchedness of sin 
instance in which they j an^, the power of the devil. 1

which the Bible and conscience both urged 
him to do. I wish he could have had a 
campaign with Paul. Hard words, like flints 
upon steel, did but strike out the lire in that 
good old soldier’s soul ; they roused him, .as

rr, . c . nettles would a lion ; not to give hard words \,l |,e pastor of a country congregation was Wk again> but to love and pray the more

The Two Deacons—Their 
Wives.

ipanied by a neignuoring minister.
When they reached a certain point, the pa
tor called the attention of his companion to fk,.,, in a frigllt t,.e most of the dayi of hig 
two adjoining farms, and said, -On those (Kristiar. life ; but I will thank the man that 
farm, reside two men, brothers-,n-law, the wil, show me ,hc instance in which 
one a rulipg elder, the other a deaeon in my I gave him alarm
church. Each has a large family of chil- . , . , . : never know thé power of tile devil

4- A proposed charitable collection gave ! ,mlj| j convcrw wilh sinners; hisdren, the eldest ot whom are already men 0Ur disciple something of a fright. It was 
and women ihe fathers are alrout ut the thought that he Imre such a relation to one 
same age of toe same social position, and who had gent ,lim won| ,hat a „ wa, m„r(l

deacon, on the contrary, is wiiut is often 
called ‘a bard Christian.’ He may be, and 
1 trust he is, a child of God ; but he is so 
worldly in his spirit, and there are so many 
inconsistencies in his conversation and de

power to deceive, his power to 
harden, his power to destroy.

It increases mv anxiety tor their 
ith ! 
no 
do

I
the

made charitable giving a very pleasant affair, Jeepcr 1 go the more do 1 feel, the 
and that there could have been nothing Iright- j ,„ore do, ' lze lor ,llin m .,raver_ 
ful about it. But it seems that any bless.-,I- ,|le more earaest am 1 in my" |a.
ness giving, to say nothing about more, I hors and efforts to save him.
was not a matter he well urider.-'uod ; and I, 

pertinent, that he is a gruff of heart to me ,i„ example of his Lord, it was to him hut
and to h,s brethren. He was brought into „ dimly-seen star, and in fact no, often in his sou, W|,en I dvet conver,,,..-
tlie deaconship by accident ; hufhm term of horizon a, all. Hence he was uneasy if a “sinners I aUul semn to D
olfice once expired, he wdl never again be collector or a contribution box was on a nil- 1 , , , ' 1 ? 1 l? 0
mode an olive lienr<-r in PhrUi** h,»n » . c >r or a contribution box was on a 1»II : gel that l have been converted my-bee hearer m Chnsts house.grimage m his vicinity. 1 never heard that | se:f. But the moment 1 commence

cnchuucvs my gratitude for 
what God has done for my own ,

A Hymn for the Spring-Time.
Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,

The summer birds have come !
And now. amid the verdant trees,

We hear their joyous tone—
And now they cheer the early dawn,

Now wake the evening strain—
Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,

Thu birds have come again.

Awake, my lyre, a cheerful strain,
Thu summer flowers appear ;

From Gardens, bowers, and verdant plains, 
Their fragrance tills the air.

Joy ! joy Î a wreath remains 
For spring-time's sunny brow;

Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,
The flowers are blooming now.

And yet a sweeter, holier lay,
Mv exulting heart would pour,

Fur a happier land, with sunnier ray, 
Where spring lasts evermore ;

Where hearts held here to others dear 
United ne’er to sever,

May ever live without a fear 
In all their want forever.

Sure as Spring wakes the blushing flowers 
When Winter’s reign is o’er—

Sure as birds seek the woodland bowers r 
Where they iiave sung before :

So sure may I meet again my friends 
In a country all divine ;

Sing cheerfully, sing cheerfully,
A hoping heart is mine.

cieties, many in these Provinces, as well as maintained without the infatuons third tier, 
in other parts of the world, have been indu- with its notorious occupants, is an ail-suill- 
ced so far to curtail their expenses as to give cient proof ot our averment, 
up their liquor: and the result has been; How true, therefore, is \\ eslcy s verdict on * 
most happy. The domestic and moral con- J theatres, with his wonted plainness of speech, 
dition of the population is thereby much IIe calls it “ Ihe $iui of all profanity and 
improved; and, as far as my knowledge debauchery." Nor is he alone m his opinion, 
extends, their ability to contribute to the F or even Mac At iky, the eloquent, learned 

I spread of Christianity considerably increas- Mid observing orator, writer and statesman, 
ed. And hard and unpropitious as times i **•)’*« that theatres are 41 ScimflOirus ot nre.

1 have been fur a few years past, in conse-, And Alison, in his latest woik, apology mg 
quence of failure of crops, scarcity of money i for the corruption of the English sia^e, 
and other calamities that have afflicted our ; which he ingeniously confesses, sajs that ih>* 
country, it inn y I think lx* asserted, without corruption 44 may be considered as inlx i- 

; fear of contradiction, that there has been j table . —Zion s Ihraid.
; about three times the amount of money ! _ ----------
raised annually, for religious purposes, that 

; there was previous to the Temperance 
! movement ; and this, to some considerable
i extent, is attributable tojhat renovation of ______
i s iciety which lias been effected by means of the starry slope 
Temperance associations.

A Layman.
! Sac lor die, N. /?., March It?, 1S33.

(To lx Cmtinoeti.)

Is the Sentinel at his Post?
If not, the fort is in danger.
Lookout! the moon n slowly mounting 

of heaven. Now n tree,
i

The Mission of the Bible.

daisy s pu!" .

Mould its green cup, its wiry stem,
Its fringed liorder 'nicely spin,

Ami cut the gold-embossed gem
That, set with silver, gleams within !

And fling it, unrestrained and free.
On i 11 «uni dale, and desert sod, 

That man, where .or "he walks, may suu 
In evwiv step the stamp of God.

To be useless, lie

Holiness.
The high privets of the -Jewish nation

wore upo:n hi» forehead: ' holiness unto the
L-.:v1.” 'This we »'j]>j)o»e was designed, nut
«...U t«v . . , mai lit* w:as a holy person ;
Lut to tvach «atla-rs, also , that they were
re ou il’ed to be holy persons. The great
high p-'i- -t • f our prot’e s»ioii was 44 holy.
liartl und< •filed, separate from sinners,”
and hi, c xanq dc is set belt>re us for imitation.
44 If any man will come alter me, let him
deny self. lake up his cross, and follow
mv.” and St. 1 >aul said: 44 be ye followers of
me. eveni as 1 also am of Christ.” We
belie vc ii:i hull m ss; that.is well ; our stand-
artl- tcac!it hoi iness ; that is also well ; but
holmes- must not remain with our belief, or 
our standards, wc must be holy ourselves, 
or we can never enter into heaven.

We d-j not wish to treat this subject con
troversially, or to wake up disputations, but. 
to impress upon our own heart and the 
hvartsof our readers the. value, the impor
tance, the absolute necessity of being dead 
indue-] unto sin, and alive unto God through 
de-us Clu'i.-t our Lord. It is of comparatively 1 
little importance what eminent men have ; 
written, or what they teach concerning the ! 
previ.se nature uf holmes- ; the great ques
tion i-, are we holy ? Sound teaching can- ' 

_r;ot he ton highly valued,and. blessed be God 
we have it in our Wesley, Fletcher, Clarke, I 
Wat»on, and olln-r» ; but even the. teaching 
<:? the Son of God himself i.-, valueless to 
u-. in respect to our eternal salvation, Unless 
w experience and practice what is taught. 
Gold i-> of no value in the mines. It must 
be -ought, secured, and put in circulation to 
to beiieiit the world ; even so holiness in our 
articles, our discipline, our sermons, must 
1-e sought, necured and put in circulation, it 
we would he blest ourselves and be the 
ne ,m? of blv—ing others. The world may 
douht our teaching; it cannot disbelieve our 
living when m.milested from <lay to day,and 
from v* nr to year. Ili-hop II. some years 
sine.• rvlai»‘<1 an anecdote which lives, in 
sub-iance, with us to this present. There 
wen- living on the north river two families, 
some nnies apart, who vveie in habits ol 
iiiti'iucy. Une family, which we shall call 
A. xva- pi m-, tiie other, which we shall call 

IB. wa-. uu ral, hut made no [irolessioii ot 
r-. ^ivii. ( ) i ilii'ie dav in w inter ihe family 

f A. v; in-tl I». A.ticr same eonvur.-ation 
Air-, A. -ai 1 to Mr- It. You believe in the 
truth and importance of religion ; to which . 
hr- cordially as>ent»-d. Sbe then said to 
him : Mr. B. how is it you chu believe that 
reli.'ioii i.- ah-< lately necessary to our future 
ai. 1 endle.-s happ.ru>- and not embrace it 'i 
Afer a resp«cUiil pause, Mr. li. said, I 
beh«-v<* Mr-. A- your elmrcti teaches the 
doe:r i ne <d holiness, do you proles» to enjoy 
it, m, l live it ? Mrs. A. fur a short time 
w- -ilt i,t. She then said to lier husband, 
mv (l-.ar, I must go home. Mr. B. apologi
zed nio-t -inceivly, and hoped lie had not 
given Mtciiee. Mrs. A. as-ured him that he 
had not, nevertheless, she must immediately 

"go h->rae. Uu ariivi.,g at her home she 
ta : i to her duughti-r, 1 am going to my 
chamber, and mu.-t nut be disturbed, unless 
in <-a.-e ot -ickness. Alter some hours of 
huiiiil.atiuii and prayer, -lie came forth from 
her cliaaib r and «le-.red immediately to 
return to Mr. B -. Then she -aid to him, 1 
vu i now explain tin* cause <jI my abrupt 

uuii brought home 
nsi-tency and fully

consi«lent ruling elder carries his religion the charity box would be, if all were" like 
j into his family, and is faithful in the dis- |ljmi a Tery sm:l]| j,ajr nf w,nwould suf- 
I chaige of parental duties; yet not one ol fjee to carry so small and empty a soul from 
- Ins numerous children gives any appearance, thc regions of benevolence.—JV. Ï.Ecangelùt. 
much less makes any profession of having 
undergone a saving change. They are ap- ;
j.arcntly the most insensible and hopeless of j Htllt tO DaSDOMillg MiîliSt8fS,

, my young people. On the other hand, the !
deacon is just as careless at home as he is A Christian minister, who had been very 
abroad, and I am sure does not set the ex- ! successful in his labours in thc gospel vine- | 

i ample before his family that he should ; yet1 yard' at lenK,h Sllw but very little fruit at- : 
i all of his children who have reached years 1 
j of discretion are, with one exception, hope- i 
fully pious, and those who are younger 

! give us every reason to believe, that as they | 
advance in years, they will give their hearts 

• to god. Can you tell me the cause of this 
strange difference ? Dops the Lord put a 
premium upon inconsistency and inditfer- 
vi.cv V nr i» this one ot" those hard knot- ! 
sometimes met with in providence and in 1 
grace, which nothihg but the doctrine ot the 
divine sovereignty can untie?” |

The minister to whom these inquiries 
were addressed was greatly the pastor’s se
nior in year* and service. He therefore 
shook his head and smiled, and then quietly 
asked, “ What sort of persons arc the mo- i 
thers of these two families ?”

The pastor at once clapped his hands in 
wondering surprise, and exclaimed : 44 Truly, 
the mystery is solved! The elder’s wife

as they are, preverse, j 
stubborn, rebellious, and l exclaim,
“ Oh, to grace how great a debtor !”

1 prize more the influence of the 
Spirit. How feeble is man in his 
elforts to convert the wicked! I 
talk in vain. But there is one at 
hand mighty to overcome, the Holy 
Spirit. Oh, how precious !

It makes me contentedly remain | 
on earth, and cheerfully endure 
the greatest privations. Here is atending his ministrations, 

could not bear ; his soul was bowed down ! blessed work to be done, every day 
under thc discouraging prospects around j a,1(! every ho ir. Why be anxious 
him. Nothing on earth was so gloomy to 10 leave ? \\ by concern myself
him a- «a spiritual dearth; for he hail been under wh*t circumstances 1 do it, < 
used to showers of reformation and mercy, ! whether in a palace or a hovel, on 
and nothing else could satisfy his mind. ; the hind or the sea, in days ol 
Seeing no outpouring of the Spirit, no sin- j prosperity, or amid persecution and 
non? converted under his preaching for some ; death ?
time, his soul was beset with desponding and Vh, it does me good to converse 
melancholy fears. i with sinners. It makes ine a bet-

Wliile thus exercised, he dreamed that a ' Ier miin an^ a better Christian. I 
gentleman hired him to work for him, and ! *iavc ^0,lC it su little. 1 will do it 
tfie price of his labour per day was stipulât- j moItJ* 
ed. On inquiring what his employer would 
have him go about, he was informed he 
must go and hammer a certain ruck to 
pieces. “ That will do no good,” lie replied,
44 for the rock is large and hard ; I could 
never break it to pieces.” 44 That is nothing 
to you,” said the gentleman ; 44 follow my

a professor of religion, but her light is hid i direction, and I will pay you your wages. I tore it was sent, 
under.a bushel, Charity may hope well of ^ be labourer then went to work; and ; of each several
her, but she is one of those disciples of 
whom no one would know the religious cha
racter, except for their regular attendance 
upon the Lord’s Supper. She may be con
cerned for the spiritual welfare of her chil
dren, but she gives no sign of it to others, 
and, I very much fear, none of it to them
selves. But the deacon’s wife is eminently 
spiritually-minded. Religion with lier, is

though it appeared an endless, and there
fore useless task, he laboured with diligence 
and patience tor the sake of his wages.— 
After awhile, contrary to «all his calcula
tions, the mountain rock broke into shivers.

The minister saw that the dream con
tained instruction for him ; he felt the re
proof, resumed courage, and was again 
blessed with seeing the rocky hearts of

unileiiiubly the clii.-f concern. Her heart is ma"v of his hearers broken by the hammer
in it. She is instant in prayer, and. no 
doubt, intercedes fervently Tor her children, 
while diligent in the u-e of all proper means 
to lead them to the Saviour. Now I see my 
mistake. In studying this case, I thought 
of the father’s character and influence, as 
the only or chief agency in shaping the «pi- 
ritual character of the household, whereas 
that place belongs to thc mother.”

Who can doubt the justness of this solu
tion ? Much has been written on the sub
ject of a mother’s influence, but the half lias 
not been told. And though there are some 
who scout thc idea as

of God’s word.

Buried Talents of the Church.
Can any one doubt that there lies, at this 

moment, hidden in thc bosom of religious 
society, and dormant fur want of all fitting 
scope for exercise, «an immense amount and 
variety of talent, which might have been 
elicited and trained under happier auspices, 
and triumphantly employed in the prosecu
tion of Christian objects ? Amongst the 
myriads of men and women whose hearts 

romantic delusion, bave been opened to welcome the message
or the mere offspring of gallantry to the of God’s love, that marvtdlously expansive 
sex, it is ir. the main true that thc children s principle both for the intellect and will, 
moral character depends (under God) upon ought there not to be, in conformity with all heaven 
that ot their mother. The incident above t|lc known laws of our nature, an assortment earth, -j 
cited is but one ot a thousand. File whole 0f mental and moral power in the 
history of the church is filled with similar capable, when unfolded and matured, of 
cases. In this view, how important to the effecting, under God’s blessing, the most 
«■liurch is the character of those who are to stupendous results? Just imagine a mas 
be the mothers of her children ! And how

The Oracles of God.
There was a time when each 

revelation of the word of God had 
an introduction into this earth 
which neither permitted men to 
doubt whence it came, nor where- 

11, at the giving 
truth, a star was 

not lighted up in heaven, as the 
' birth of the Prince of truth, there 
I was «lone upon the earth a won
der, to make her children listen to 

| the qiessage of their Maker. The 
! Almighty made bare his arm; and 
through mighty acts, shown by his 
holy servants, gave demonstration 
ot his truth, ami tound lor it a sure 
place among the. other matters of 

j human knowledge and belief.
But now the miracles of God 

have ceased, and nature, secure 
and unmolested, is no longer called 

'on for testimonies to her Creator’s 
voice. No burning bush draws the 
footsteps to his presence chamber ; 
no invisible voice holds the ear 
awake ; no hand coineth forth from 
the obscure to write his purposes 
in letters of flame. The vision is 
shut up, and the testimony is sealed, 
«and the word of the Lord is ended, 
and this solitary volume, with its 
chapters and verses, is the sum 
total of all for which the chariot of 

made so many visit to 
and the Son of God himself 

r,erm„ tabernacled among us.
Thc truth which it contains once 

dwelt undivulged in the bosom of 
God ; and on corking forth To take

important to every young man the character 
of her who is to he the head ol his house
hold and the moulder of its spiritual rela
tions !

A Frightened Disciple.
1. lie was frightened by a cloud. The 

privileges of the Sabbath wouldp reciou

of political organisation of equal extent, set ’ts phice among things revealed, 
in motion, too, with unfailing, regularity, l'ie heavens and the earth, and 
every week, one entire day of which was 
especially consecrated to its action, working 
on to an ultimate purpose from generation 
to generation ; and calculate, it you can, 
the number and variety of modes of action 
it would by this time have systematised, the 
agencies it would have established, the in
struments it would have * called out and

nature,through ail her chambers, 
gave it reverent welcome. Be
yond wlmt it contains, the mysteries 
of the future are unknown. To 
gain it acceptation ami currency, 

company

pointe ily to rue the lie 
Ol proie.-î-ihg lu beliex < 
exp i ieneihg and lot in 
l,< lot tiiilii 1 Could 

i. and li

in holme.-.», and nut 
l k, I determined not 
r-atisfac'.only answer 

) u: «j »Liou, and how, 1 praise God, 1 
know me blood of Je.-u» VItrial «lues cleanse 
hum all sin, and 1 am wholly consecrated 
unto God. 1 he died on Mr. B. was in-tnn- 
ta"eon* and powerful, be sought the Lord 
a,,'l tound loin, and.hi» whole family "were 
happily converted u,nto God.

Viuiid teaching is invaluable, but to give 
ll~point and power, which shall arrest thc 
•ttcutivu of-the tuorai: at, and the tnan of 
Vm‘l «ms, we muet Lave Iku example ot a

the noble company of m.artyrs 
testified unto the death. The gen
eral assembly of the first-burn in

commence in an hour or two. But that trained, the latent capabilities it would have heaven made it the day-stnrot their
cloud : It did not Imik good-natured. There cvokt,di ,tle efficient workmen of different hopes, and tile pavilion of'their
was no thunder or lightning about it. But pretensions it would have had at its com-| peace. Its every sentence is char- 
men there tnigîît be water ; and if there was, mand. That the main purpose of the med wilh the |io»cr ol (.od, and 
anil if it ?hoii! 1 let the dwellers below know c|lllrches is spiritual, offers no explanation 1 powerful to the everlasting suiva
it by an actual descent of the drops, and he 0||i,e iack Qf a similar result amongst them. lloil of souls.—FA ward bang.
should happen to be one ot the number, how |n-tead of solving the mystery, this fact------------------
lamentable ! He get wet ! It was a terrifie ra,[ier increases it. Think, for a moment, Fit AOSWâî fûî SkSptiCS 
thought. I have read of an ancient disciple, 0f the strong emotions which the first exer- --a DiUorg,
who was “a night and a day on the deep,’ c;se nf spiritual, faith in the gospel usually 1 ouu IXiUOtai
anil a good soaking lie mu-t have got by it. awakens, the fresh instincts it quickens into The late Bishop Horne, ih some 
And he was not frightened, either. It would tke mEntal activity it excites, 1 lie gush- remarks upon the alleged cuntra- 
lake more water than there was in all the jng strell,ns of warm benevolence it causes dictions of Scripture, says : 
ocean, to frighten him. But the danger, not to”]OW] [lie wishes for others it inspires, and ! Pertness and ignorance may ask
very pressing either, of a little sprinkling, tjie hiding principle of well doing it im- the question in three lines, which it
did tile work for tire man 1 am notici|ng and 'do what heroic enterprises might : will cost learning and ingenuity

not these elements of power be led forth, thirty pages to answer. When this 
and disciplined, and invigorated ! What i is done, the same question shall be 
materials are here for moral machinery, triumphantly a.ikcu again the next 
were they but properly appreciated and ; year, as if nothing b.id been written

therefore 1 do not think a man could| pitch n
weebiscuit over the moral distance between him 

and Paul.
I ‘1. A supposition frightened him. the
hour of a prayer meeting was approaching, sedulously put together! Neglected they on the subject. And as people in 
it was ill Ills mind to go. But a supposition #ooll shrivel up, and become unavailing, like general, for one rt aeon ur other,like 
started up. like a serpent out of the grass. every other talent for usefulness which is short objections better ti.cn long 
*• 1 may be called on to pray. I do not feel hurled, instead of being employed for the ^ answers in the moee ui disputation, 
like it. 1 do not think 1 could offer a prayer jlast(;r’s use 1—AliaU t Jbitish Churches. : the odds must ever be against us ;
in my present state. My heart Joes not _________ _____________ and we must be content with those
sympathize in such a business. 1 believe 1 . of our friends who have honesty
will not go." The supposition stalked like As we goon in life wc find we cannot , and erudition, candour and pa- 
a frightful spectre before him. It palsied his afford excitement, and we learu to be par=t- j tjence, to study both sides of the

1 purpose ; and his seat was vacant at the monious in our emotions. j question.
meeting for prayer. I believe many have j an-rv lhat you cannot make others------------------
been frightened from such meetings, in the wish them to be, since you cannot By the faults of others, wise men
same way. I should like to see a group ot as y ou wish iu- . j «uract their ownthem give, each in hi. turn, hU view, of the nuke yournlf wlmt you wish to be. ^correct their vita.

[ FOR THE PROVINCIAL WES1JCYAJ».]

E listing Abuses in the Church.
Permit me to occupy $. portion of space 

in thc columns of your excellent paper, by 
noticing certain abuses which exist in the 
Christian Church in this our day : Abuses 
such as, in their partial results, it is to be 1 
feared, interpose serious obstructions to the j 
success of our common Christianity ; and 1 
which will tell fearfully on the eternal des
tinies of multitudes of the human family.— ! 
Matters of minor importance 1 shall pass 
over in silence, and confine my remarks to 
such as are prominent, and are obvious to 
the passing glance of the most unobserving 
of mankind.

Self-denial is, I believe, generally allowed 
to occupy a prominent place among the 
assemblage of those duties enjoined by the 
Saviour upon his followers; And, during 
the successive ages of the Church, it has 
been practised more or less, and thc most 
eminent saints, of whose history we have 
any acquaintance, were remarkable for this 
virtue. How it happens that xve Christians, 
so called, of the present day, have contrived j 
In free nurv.-!vo, from all nblignimn tu this j 
duty, is a problem that remains to be solved. ! 
For, it is a fact of unquestionable notoriety 
that, apparently, we deny ourselves of little 
that will contribute to our comfort ob enjoy
ment. \\ e seem to evince as great a dis
play of vanity, and fondness for show in 
our dress, our equipage, our furniture and 
and our houses, as others ; and the good 
things of this life appear to be sought wilh 
as touch avidity, and enjoyed with as good 
a relish by ourselves as they are by those 
who make no pretensions Jo religion, and as 
though the sentence, “ Except a man deny 
himself, and take up his cross, he cannot be 
my disciple,” had never been uttered by the 
founder of our religion, £(ot content in 
the possession of real and substantial good, 
we arc eager in the pursuit of that which is ; 
only imaginary; and we expend large sums 
in procuring for ourselves fancied enjoy- i 
ments, ideal happiness to gratify a passion 
for amusement and pleasure; and those, 
perhaps, not always of the most innocent 
kind.

How fur this extravagant expenditure is j 
justifiable in such as are only stewards ol j 
what they possess, and how far it will meet 
with the approbation of Him who is the 
Great Proprietor of all things, is for us to 
consider. God asserts that the “ gold and 
silver" are his, and “ the cattle upon a thou
sand hills this we seem to admit in theory, 
but our practice involves a denial of it, and 
recognition of the principle, that what we 
possess is absolutely at our own disposal ; 
and, as far as actions have a voice, we seem 
to say, “ who is Lord over us ;" “ our own [ 
right hand hath gotten us this wealth, and \ 
who hath any right to interfere with us in j 
the disposal thereof ?”

Nothing can be more obvious than that a 
very large amount of that gold and stiver,1 
of which we are only the stewards, is 
wasted ; or, what amounts to the same tiling, 
expended on things unnecessary ; and 
which serves no other purpose than to pain- ! 
per our appetites, foster our pride, or, in 
some other way, administer to the gratifiica- 
tiun of sense.

In proof of this, let us refer, at least to 
one item of our expenditure, viz., our Liquor. 
Let us hear what Mr. Wright, of Corpus 
Cliristi College, asserts, in reference to this 
subject, in a lecture on Temperance, an 
extract of which was published in thc 
Nova Scotian of the 3d of November 1647. 
He therein states “ that eleven millions and 
two hundred thousand pounds is annually 
expended” by the communicants of England 
in the u-e ol intoxicating liquor : and this 
is exclusive of what is expended by Chris
tians infill other countries.

But mis expenditure, large as it is, falls 
very far short of all the money that is 
wasted. A large amount is expended in 
the use of Tobacco, Snuff, and costly array, 
which, if the whole could be ascertained 
with any degree of accuracy, would swell 
the sum to an enormous amount. Now all 
these items of our expenses might very 
well be dispensed with, as not being condu
cive either to our health or comlort, but 
altogether useless, and some of them inju
rious.

It is not much to be expected that men of 
the world, who neither seek, nor seem much 
to desite any other portion than in this life, 
will be disposed to make many sacrifices to 
enable them to contribute to the promotion 
of lhat Gos|s«l w‘ -h has i one nothing for 
them. But Christians, to whom it has been 
made the “ power ol God unto Salvation," 
and who are living in the enjoyment of its 
high privileges, we should reasonably hope, 
would be disposed, cheerfully, to forego that 
which is useless, in order to augment their 

! means to contribute to the more general 
ditiusion of the truths of God among the 

| destitute and uninstructed of our race.— 
i Through ia«_ operation of Temperance So-

j now a whole forest, and . iln-n a range of 
j mountains, phe tips with her shining, slender 
arrows. Glorious the scene—but it is no 

| time to watch its beauty; is the sentinel til 
1 hi» post ?
j Hark ! a step on the guard—from the 

The mission of the Bible is to conquer ! shadow a form. All safe! there goes the 
the age, and not to yield to it—to ally with faithful fellow, tramp—tramp—his tirel.K'k 
itself indeed all truth and all progress, but flashing when the queen of night hangs a 
to impress on all its own sublime identity, diamond on it.
What van the Bible sutler, if its friends are 1 liow quietly weariness seeks the pillow 
only true to it ? With what new weapons now ; and brave souls sink to sleep with the 
can it be attacked ? With wlmt green words upon their lips—44 the sentinel is at 
withes can it be bound? What has the his post.”
enlightenment of the nineteenth century But there is a fort, situated on the very 
done to supersede it more than the lourth outskirts of danger, where, strange to say, 
or the eighteenth ? Kvvry age has more the inmates seldom a»k—“ is the sentinal at 
than one Krostralus ; hut while they arvTiis postThat too when continually 
quarrelling tor pre-eminence the temple threatened with assaults from the most i:n- 
»tands, anti their torches expire. Strauss ’ placable enemies. No long rows of bristlii g 
abolishes Paul us ; and Ewald declares that cannon line the walls, but i; may be. the 
in Strauss there is absolutely nothing new. , strongest fortress in the world lor all that. 
The giants, sprung from the dragon-teeth of Yet a bloodless struggle might win it, and 
scepticism, slay each other, while the Bible, : bring every occupant into the most loa’lisome 
like the immortal letters of Cadmus (which , slavery.
are indeed its own), passes on to mingle That fortress is the soul—and are you 
with the thought and speech of all lands 1 sure the sentinel is at his past? Does he 
and all centuries. j each hour, as lie passes by the entrance of

One might have hoped that by this time your heart, cry out, 44 All’s well?” Or hss 
antagonism to such n book should Iiave 1 Pride made a breach here ; and Gov £ aim- 
ended—a book that alights every where ; ther there ? Have Avarice, Hate, Sul- 
with healing in its wings, that has dissolved - fishness, and Ingratitude, made the fortress 
the worst fetters of humanity, marked thc a ruin in all but the name? D » foul birds
line for ages between liberty and despotism, 
as it seems almost about to do in our own 
between civilization anti reviving barbarism, 
and has so gathered up in itself nil the 
rudiments of the future, a.id the seeds of 
advancement, that its eclipse would be thc 
return of chaos, ami its extinction the 
epitaph of history. The resistance of ages 
to this book, however, is, after all, its 
crowning legitimation. The Bible is too 
good for the race it has come to bless. It 
blesses them like an angel whose mission is 
peremptory, ami it troubles too many 
waters in its work of healing to ho left in 
peace. It is felt and feared by all the 
rulers of thc darkness of this world. It is 
the visible battle-field of invisible forces, 
showing in the radiant faces of thc martyrs 
that have died for it, and the unearth!v

gather iiethe crevices and pipe their dismal 
songs ?

Call up the sentinel—wake conscience.— 
The fortress is shattered almost tu utter iuin« ; 
and before long the ivy of death will gather 
over it ; and the sentinel shall h ive gone 
before God to answer the roll of Judgment. 
—Mrs. Dennison.

[ FOR TIIK PROVINCIAL W E-LEV AX.]
A Mother’s Prayer Aniwared,
While Labouring on. the Birrington Cir

cuit, I became acquainted with an interest
ing young inan, the son ot pious parents, 
both of which have lor many years been 
members ol" the Wesleyan Society.

From his earliest youth, he had been 
brought to the house of" God, had been

struggles of those who have hunted it from i instructed in religious truth one of our
the earth, what mysterious interest* are j Sabbath Schools ; while his parents, and 
suspended on its safety or its destruction. | particularly his mother, hail often striven to 
No feeble suffrage can augment the claims : impress his mind with the importance of 
of a book which has its witness below as j personal religion, and had often prayed for 
signal as its witness above, which numlters, l him, that his whole life might be devoted to
to say nothing of nobler trophies, its hun
dred millions ot copies in circulation, and is 
going forth to the ends of the earth conquer
ing and to conquer. But to vindicate its 
majesty again-t all doubters as made in the 
image of God, with everything of humanity 
except its weakness, all its parts and linea
ments shining with the lustre of the divine 
face, here more veiled, there inure open, and 
an unction descending on it from the head 
to the skirts of the garments,—ihfsTs an 
office as gratuful to Faith as it is welcome 
to Reason. It is an altar which sanctities

God.
When he had arrived at a suitable age, 

he was apprenticed in the town of Yarmouth ; 
and it was during his apprenticeship, that I 
became acquainted with him.

He was nota prolessor of religion ; never
theless, it was to be easily seen, that reli
gious trutli had produced a powerful effect 
upon his mind ; anti that the prayers ot his 
mother on his behalf were not forgotten on 
high.

In thc autumn of 1850, his apprenticeship 
terminated, anti a vessel going from Yar
mouth to California shortly after, he vu li

ke a

The Theatre a Source of 
Corruption.

the meanest gift. And the worshipper may
well he lost amid the myriads whose bright- ; templated, «and finally arranged to 
est hope, after walking by this oracle ‘ passage to these auriferou- regions, 
through life’s darkness, is to reach that! This step was taken with tlie full consent 
sanctuary of |>eace where reverence for the of his parents, and 1 also as Pastor was coa- 
Highest is wounded by no discord, and I suited upon that occasion, 
where those who have been the last to .Hi* mother white sh^ gave her consent, 
believe shall be the first to adore.—North yet expressed lier fears as to the Swiety 
British Jievieir. j with which he would have to intermix in

! California, and breathed out n prayer, that 
God would mercifully preserve him, and 
bless him with converting grace.

! At length the time arrived when llii.’i 
The history of the theatre is a stupendous young man took farewell ot lu» ofleeiiunato 

testimony against it. It is a record ot immo- j parents which proved to b<• I..* final furc- 
rahry, corruption and ruin It had its origin well ; for he was never aga.n to s> <• them, 
in Grf.ece, where, «at first, buffoons amused until he should meet them in a world ut 
the people with low performances in the spirits.
streets. But Thespis appeared and per- His mother as she shed the parting tear, 
formed in a curt, having the faces of his an<l gave her son the Iasi eml|raf«.*, said 
actors smeared with wine-lees. Solon, with to him—“ O, Lnos have you got reiig'mn ?’' 
wise foresight, pronounced against the ten- He replied in the negativc ; wli'-ipshe aJd**d : 
dency of these performances, anti predicted “do not rest without religion, fur that only 
their sad results. But Thespis charmed the ; w*b make you happy. God bless you my 
imagination of the poetical Grecian, and child, and may He ever smile upon and pro- 
Solon’s warnings were unheeded. After tect you.”
Thespis, Æschylvs arose and introduced 1 he words of his mother, an l her parting 
the stately tragedy, erected the theatre, and prayer, deeply affected his heart. lie tried 
adorned his performers with ma»ks, robes and to suppress his feelings, and fail in with tho 
buskins. SoPiiocLEVFollowed, and eclips- j conversation ofthoae by whom lie. was then 
ed the glory of his predcce.-sor. Contempo- ' surrounded. But all his etfor-s tu >111 ! • his 
raneously with him Ecripides flourished. ! convictions were in vain ; fur tho«*e convic- 
These great tragic writers completely be-1 lions became deeper, until he cried on* in 
witched the Athenians, with the increased ^ very disquietude of soul : “God he merciful 
charms they threw around thc stage. After tu me a sinner.” Then it was although fir" 
them, came the father of Grecian comedy, distant from Christian ordinances and Chris- 
Aristopîianes, with his satire, buflfbonerv, tian friends ; and while prosecuting a voyage 
and obscenity, corrupting the morals, arid round Cape Horn, that the L -.d n-mrenG r- 
exciting the worst passions of the Greeks, j ed the prayer of the mot lier; h.-pm-d to tlm 
until they grew so insanely fond of the penitent petition of the .-on. in,milesling unto 
theatre, that they sunk into effeminacy, indo- bim R sense of pardoning. l->ve. 
lence and luxury; and, according to the tes- Months rolled on after hi- arrival in ('an
timony of Plutarch, were thus prepared forma before the particular- ot iris ‘ Omy.t- 
fur tbe yoke of the great Macedonian,Pm LIP. eion were known in the Ian I of h - l».r*. — 
Is it not saying too much to assert, that it" the At length they were comivnif ?• 1 to 't.r; 
dramatists of Greece had not lived, Mucedou : writer pf riiis artic.c in h t'er, <1 ur-1
had not conquered Athens ! The theatre 
was among the chief causes—if not the very

Yankee Jims, C'-thform.i, Ja 
part of which I. here exti.,

chief—of the décline of Grecian glory.
| The Latin stage, if not as ruinou-. was as 
corrupt as the Grecian. Nor has there ever 
been, either place or period in which the 
theatre was nughlbe-idc a deadly nicer in 
the body social. ÎV-k ;it ‘l irl Era net :n 
England! In the Armer, it has been the 
vilest of al! pandere-rs to Fret—the propaga
tor of a fearful spawn of inti fol and anar -ht- new be happy, 
cal ideas. The English stage will not aflmit 
a word of defence even from a mere moralist.
It has always been a school of sin. And 
who can prove that the American theatre is 
a whit better? It cannot be done! It is

with pleasure 1 nils t'icse 
you. and hope you wiil iriodri ie-

It i
lin**s to
ceive thejn from one who de-ire 
in your prayers. t

Ou leaving home with 
ties, my mol her a-k*-.l 
experienced religion. I 
SUe then said, 4 Seek re

..•> t

ail its endearing 
i if 1 had ever 

1 her I ha 1 not. 
or you can

The 
giddy.

cr ■ >v of thc vessel were w;VJ an.l 
I could not join them, fi>r my 

mother's words «link into mv verj soul. 
Yea, I felt the burden of a sin-sick soul, im j 
often would I steal awnv in secret un i jit.'^r 

itiou tu Hun whoequally vile. And the fact, long since con- \ UP my humble supplication to Hun
t ceded by its supporters, that it cannot be | knows the heart and the inmost recesses of

y

i


