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We must not be misled by the sound of | convulsed the more civilized portions of

_ BY CHARLES SWAIN.
Beside yon oak a rustic roof
A cottage garden leads unto the door,
Al‘c-dznnu plants the lowly casement cheers
n around looks neat though all is .
Tbtol’hﬂigdwdhndhk.uuﬁhbdlm
Though little be the means his belp to test;
Yet still, though pour, be says, with grateful

'I'il:o.ll'l.hbu_-dthl(hdm
!

The bare flits by bim with her dewy. feet,
As blithe of beart be quits his cottage gate ;
The golden village lane with dawn is sweet,

For labor unto lam can joy
*Tis independence to his honest breast ; !
And otill, though poor, be says, with gratefal |

beart,
*Tis well to labor,—and that God knows best !

His wile beside the door waits his return,
His children’s voices meet him balf the way,
And while the sun within the west doth barn,
And‘l;irdmdbook sing sweet the close of
ay, g .
Philip forgets his toil, bis chair to find,
By little arms and little lips carest ;
And gazing round, exclaims with grateful mind
Mmbtall,—thnkcod.mknw-
et !
A I T I T

The Study of Bibliography.

A Lecture delivered before the Halifax Young
Men's Ohristian Association, in Temper-
ance Hall, on Tuesday Evening, Feb. 16.

BY THE REV. EDMUND MATURIN, A.M.

I propose to direct your -attention this
evening to'the * Study of Bibliography ;”
_dnd for this purpose I shall first explain
what.] mean, ard then proceed to the sub-
ject itself. The word “ Bibliography” lite-
rally signifies “the description of books”;
but in a more extended sense, it denotes the
-general knowledge of books, considered in a
scientific or literary point of view, both with
reference to their external history and their
internal contents, incloding the materials of
which they are composed, the authors by
whom they were written, and the subjects.to
which they relate—together with their res-
ctive titles, dates, and different editions,
—their degrees of rarity, cariosity, and real
value, and the proper place to be assigned
to them in the system of classificatiqn adopt-
ed for the arrangement of a Library. You
will perceive at once that this is a very wide

the great difficulty is to select such informa-
tion as may be most suitable to the nature
of a popular lecture, without enteriog into
the discussion of particulars, which, however
interesting to B.ibliographers, would be
scarcely intelligible to those who have bat a
_slight and superficial acquaintance with this
important branch of literature.
. | must confine myself, then, to a general
view of the subject; and | would begin with
cbserving that there are two great faculties
which the Almighty Creator has bestowed
upon the human race in a greater or less

words to which we attach very different

the passage itself, that the pen to which |
Job refers was an iron one, and the writing
materials consisted of sheets of lead, or of
the solid'rock : there is no allusion to the |
use of paper or ink, which were utterly un- |
known at that time. It is scarcely necessary |
to remark that the word “ printed” has no |
reference to the modern art of printing books, |
which was not discovered till upwards of |
three thousand years afterwards. The ori-
ginal word meacs properly “imprinted or |
sculptured with a graving tool,” and conse- |
quently the book itself must have been, ac-
cording to our ideas, of a very clumsy nature, |
being ably composed of lead or stone, |
ref to in the latter part of the pungc.'

It is genera’ly agreed that stone and wood,

substances on which, in the earliest ages,
figures, and afterwards letters, were engrav-

, before the invention of manufactured
materials. Of this we bave a remarkable
instance in the Ten Commandments, written
on tables of stone, and we have abundant
proof of it from the very ancient monnments
of the Assyrians and Chaldeans, and espe-
cially from the obelisks of the Egyptians,
covered with hieroglyphics, which bave sub-
sisted to the present age, unimpaired by the
ravages of time. It is certain that the Laws
of the Twelve Tables were engraved on
brass, and most probably perished in the
fire which in Vespasian's reign consumed
the Capitol and destroyed three thousand
tables of brass, containing the laws, treaties,
and other important documents of the Roman
Empire. Several ancient nations made use
of the leaves of trees for the transmission of
their ideis, and the practice of writing on
palm and other leaves is still continued in
different parts of the East. The bark of
trees has been employed as a material for
writing in every sge and quarter of the
globe ; linen was also occasionally used by
the old Egyptians as well as by the Romans ;
whilg in some ages and places the skins of
animals have been prepared and adapted for
this purpose ; and this last practice probably
led to the introduction of parchment and
vellam, which were afterwards so exten-
sively employed. The uee of parchment is
certainly very ancient: it has been well
koown for more than two thousand years
past; its durability bas caused it to be
adopted in every age, and especially for all
public documents, though for ordinary pur-
poses the common paper was generally used.
After the 7ih century, indeed, parchment
appears to bave been almost the only mate-
rial employed for writing in European coun-
tries for several ages, as the exportation of
the Egyptian papyrus soon came to an end
atier the conquest of Egypt by the Saracens.
And it may be here observed that the Apos-
tle Paul refers to this material in that re-
markable direction given to Timothy, in
which he requests him to “ bring with him
the books, but especially the parchments.”
You are all aware that the most common of
all the substances used for writing in modern
times is paper, but there were various kinds
of paper, made of different materials. The
most ancient of these was made from the
inner film of the papyrus, a species of rush
growing on the banks of the river Nule, from
whence it has been called Egyptian paper.

degree for the communication of know-
ledze. Ohe of these is the use of language
for the expression of ideas by means ct arti-
culate sounds, and the other is the art of
writing for the diffusion of information by
means of alpbabetical characters. Now, 1t
is an opinion very geaerally held by Divines,
that the gift of language was imparted to

dsm by immediate revelation from God;
and there are strong reasons for tracing the
origin of alpbabetical writing to the same
source of direct instruction from the “ Father
of lights.” It is scarcely possible, indeed, to
asceriain the exact period when mankind
Erst began to give existence to their though's
and to transmit their ideas to posterity by
some mode of writing or visible representa-
tion. The most ancient mode was that
called Ideagraphic or Hieroglyphic, which
may be divided into two kinds, pictorial and
phonetic, the one consisting of figures or
pictures of external visible objects, and the
other of arbitrary marks or the writing of
eounds, which is supposed to have succeeded
the former. Both these modes of writing
appear to have been in use long before the
knowledge of alphabetical characters was
communicated to the world. Now, it is per-
feetly clear that if alphabetical writing be
not an invention of man, it must bave been
& miraculous gift to him from God. That

- it was not a human invention, bas been ably

. ence can

argued from the eilence of Scripture as to
the use of letters before the time of Moses,
us well as from the record of the great trans-
zctions which took place on Mount Sinai at
the giving of the Law, from which it has
been inferred that the inspired author of the
Pentateuch was himself the first who made
vee of this mode of writing; and further,
thet he derived his knowledge of it from the
direct teaching of the Almighty on that oc-
casion when the two tables were delivered
to him, * written with the finger of God.”

But it may be objected to this opinion,
that the art of writing appears to be alluded
to at an earlier period than the time of Mo-
ses, and that, in fact, it is expressly referred
to by the patriarch Job in that remarkable
passage which contains bis memorable
confession of faith in his ever-living Re-
deemer. You will remember that he iotro-
duces those words with this striking excl.a-
mation, % Ob that my words were now writ-
ten! oh that they were printed in a book !
that they were graven with an iron pen and
lead in the rock forever!” Now, whatever
difference of opinion there may be with
regard to the time when the Book of Job
was written, there can be little doubt that
Job himself must have lived before the time
of Moses, and therefore eome kind of writ-
ing must have been known to mankind be-
fore that time. There is good reason to
believe that the book of Job is the oldest
book in the world, and it is the opinion of
the learned Dr. Wall, that it was originally
composed in bieroglyphical characters, and
afierwards transcribed by Moses into alpha-
betical writing.  But it is evident that this
passage does not at all decide the question
as to the particular mode of writing in'use
in the time of Job: the words wre equally
applicable to hieroglyphical and to alpha-
betical characters; and as far as any iofer-
be drawn from these

The time of its discovery is not exuctly
known, but it is at least as ancient as the
4th century before Christ, dnd it is said to
have continued in use for more than one
thousand years afterwards. It is to this
kind of paper the Apostle John alludes in
his 24 Epistle, in which he speaks of “ paper
and ink * as a common expression for denoi-
ing the materials of writing known inhs
time. -The art of making corton paper is
supposed to have been discovered by the
Chinese, from whom it passed successively
to the Indians, Persians and Arabs, and by
the latter was communicated to the people
of Europe in the 11:h century. The use of
cotton paper has again becn superseded by
the invention of linen paper, which is made
and used throughout Europe and in every
part of the world to ‘which Europeans have
penetrated. But the precise period when
this important discovery was made has never
been ascertained. Mabillon was of opinion
that 1t was invented in the 12th century, bat
Montfaugon, after the most diligent research,
declares that no book was writteo on lioen
paper before the latter part of the 13th cen-
tary, since which time it has been univer-
sally adopted in all civilized countries.

All the books in the world may be divid-
ed into two great classes—manuscripts and
printed books. The first class consists of
all those works which are generally under-
etood to have been written before the inven-
tion of the art of printing ; while the second
class comprises those which have been pro-
duced by that wonderful discovery. Oof
course all ancient booke bave been trans-
mitted to us by means of MSS. successively
transmitted from earlier copies up to the
original autographs of the Aathors ; from
these MSS. the printed editions bave been
derived, and consequently the correctness of
the printed text depends chiefly on the cor-
rectness of the MSS. employed for that pur-
pose. Hence arises the imporiance of acol-
lation of the best and most ancient MSS,,
and the application of ecritical learning, in
deciding between various readings, in order
to obtain the genuine taxt of the muthor;
and, therefore, where the MSS. are few and
modern, the printed text is generally ccrrupt
and inaccurate. Owing to the loss of anci-
ent MSS. some of the most important works
of antiquity bave now been irrecoverably
lost, both among Christian and heathen
authors, while various fragments of other
writers have come duwn to our times in an
imperfect state of preservation. lo:a‘urga.
of course aware that all original MS3. of
this description are exceedingly rare in the

reoentdly,cnmpared with the vast numhe|r,
of printed books ; they form le most valuable
treasures of the great libraries of Europe,
and are justly considered s the Lrightest or-
naments of any private collection in which
they may be found ; and yet, when we consi-
der the immense destruction of them which has
taken place from various causes, the wonder
s, not that so few, but that eo many of them
have been preserved to the present mo%
It is well known that the great nationa’ !
private libraries of Europe possess extci
sive collections of MSS., most of whlgh were
trapscribed in the monasteries during the
Middle ; and yet these numbers are

but a portion, a mere relic, of the in-
tellectual

Europe, found a morbid pleasure in destroy-

mental superiority of their enemies. o
England, be Saxons, the Danes, and the
Normans, were each successively the de-
stroyers ot literary prodactions. But it had
been well if the destruction of ancient MSS.
had been confined to these foreign enemies.
It must be confessed that a more extensive
injury was ioflicted’at a much later period
—at the dissolution of monasteries in Eng-
land during the reign of Heary VIII. The
careless grants of that licentious monarch
conferred a monastery

for the ation of its contents. It is
true that & few years afterwards the indus-
trious antiquarian, John Leland, was ap-

¢ 4 " ted to examine the libraries of those i
And Philip fecls content, thothuhm;i together with lead and brass, were the first i mtiom. and to preserve any r:lic woﬂhny.:

of sach an honor, but it was loo late; less
learned hands had rified those parchment
collections long ago—mutilated their finest
volumes by cutting out, with childish plea-
sure, the illuminations with which they were
adorned—tearing off the rich bindings for
the gulden clasps which protected them, and
chopping vp huge folios as fuel for their
blazing hearths, while vast quantities of
these valuable MSS. were sold by their ig-
norant owners as so much waste paper.—
Bishop Bale, who lived ia those times, and a
strenuous .opponent of the monks, thus
quaintly deplores the loes of their books:
* Never had we been offended for the loss
of our libraries, being so many in.number,
and in so desolate places for the most part,
if the chief mouuments and most notable
works of our excellent writers bad been res-
served. If there had been in every Shire of
England but one solemn hbrary to the pre-
servation of those noble .works, and prefer-
ment of good learning in our posterity, it
bad been somewhat. But to destroy all
without consideration, is, and will be unto
England for ever, a most horrible infamy
among the grave seniors of other nations.—
A great number of them which purchased
these superstitious mansions reserved of their
library books some to scour their candle-
sticks, and some to rub their boots, some
they sold to the grocers and soap-:ellers,
and some they sent over sea to the book-bind-
ers, not in small number, but at times whole
ships full. I know a merchantman, whica
shall at this time be nameless, that bought
the contents of two noble libraries for 40
shillings price—a shame is it to be spoken.
This stufl’ hath he occupied in the siead of
gray paper for more than these ten years,
and yet hath store enough for as many years
to come. A prodigious example is this, and
to be abhorred of all men who love their
nation as they should do.”

8o much, then, for the siate of MSS. in
the olden time, and now I must pass on to
give a brief account of the origin and pro-
gress of the Art of Printing in modern
times. There is no branch of Bibliography
more important than this, as, in fact,an ac
quaintance with its discovery and history,
as well as with those artists who, by theie
talents and industry, have contributed to its
perfection, is an indispensable qualification
for obtaining a correct knowledge ot books.
It is fmpossible f1lly to estimate the benefiis
of this wonder(ul invention in promoting
the progress of education, and of religion,
throughout the world. It may be said, in-
deed, with truth, that to it we owe the grea:
Reformation of Christianity from the cor-
ruptions of the Church of Rome, as it was
by the wide diffusion of tLe Bible, transiat-
ed, printed, and circulated through the vari-
ous countries of Europe, together with tbe
writings of the principal R-fofmers, that so
extraordinary a revolution has chiefly taken
place—a result which could nev.r bave
been effected by the slow dispersion of MS
copies among those who could neither read
‘nor understand them.

I ehall not, bowever, enter minately into
the examination of the questions which have
been raised with respect td the claims of
d/ffcrent places and individusls to the merits
of this discovery, as I think it sufficient to
state the conclusions which have been gen-
erally received by those who have investi.
gated the subject with the most laborious re-
search It must be admitted that there is
still a good deal of difficulty in reconciling
the various accounts and conflicting state-
ments of different authoritics, and there is
likely to be always a considerable degree of
obscurity connected with eome important de-
tails in the discovery of this wonderful art.
It seems strapge, indeed, that, though the
invention is little more than 400 years old,
there is still so much uncertainty about the
partieulars relating to its early history, l?nl
it must be remembered that the first in-
ventors of the art were extremely anxious
to preserve their important secret, and to
monopolize the practice of it among th'em»
selyes—occupied solely by their pecuniary
interests, they probably neither con_templal-
ed the incalculable benefits which literature
would derive from its practice, nor did they
regard- the reputation which so valuable a
discovery would reflect upon themselves,

The distinguished honor of having origin-
ated the art of printing bas been contested
by three rival cities in Europe— Haarlem,
ia Holland, Stra:burg, in France, and Mentz,
in Germany. Much of this controversy,
bowever, has arisen from diff:rent definitions
of the word * printing,” which is applied by
some to the general principle of the typo-
graphic art, and by others to the cqmglde
development and perfection of that pripclpk-
1 here can be no doubt that tabular prioting,
or ratber engravi:g on wooden blocks, has
been known and practised in China from
ancient times, but the Chinese have never
adopted the use of moveable types, and in-
deed the nature of their language 18 such,
that it cou'd scarcely be applied to their c}xa-
racters. It appears very certain that print-
ing is indebted for its origin _to the art of en-
graving on wood, which was fiest introduced
into Europe in the latter end_of the 141h
century. As the art.of eng proceed-
ed.its professors st length composed bistori-
cal subjects, with a text or explanation en-

raved on the same plates or Llocks, from
which these productions have been called
Block-books, or books of images, as they
chiefly . consisted of images of the saints.
They were printed from wooden blocks, one

the corresponding text placed below. This
invention is supposed ‘to have been made
about A.D. 1420. ‘I'hece books of images
then,may with great probability be regarded
as the first attempts at printing, for nothing

"y

n.ymd-“d' & past and obscare
age. barbarians,

'ba_n

trequently more Was necessary thaa to

cut the letters en-

K on a court favorite |
| or & political partizan, without one thoaght

gide of the leaf only being impressed, and |

l graved
|

and had there entered into partnership with
three respectable citizens by which he bound

secrets by which they shduld make their
fortunes. On the death of ‘one of the firm,

tenburg and the other pariners, about the

| rights of property,which was referred to the

Courts of Law, and the retult of this law
suit was a dissolation of partnership. It
seems clear, then, from th# testimony of
competent witnesses examined on that ocea-
sion, that the first experiments in printing
were made by Gutenburg in Strasburg.—
But there is no evidence to prove that any
printed book was ever produced in that
city at this early period. It is certain,

burg returned to his native ¢ity, Mentz, and

in the year 1450, be entered into another
partnership with Jobn Faust, an opulent
citizeni, who advanced him tbe capital neces-
eary to establish a new printing office —
Here again, however, a dispute arose be-
tween the partoers about the expenses of
publication, a law-suit was instituted, the re-
sult of which was unfavorable to Gutenbarg,
and consequently the partnership was dis-
solved in 1455, and the whole of the print-
ing apparatus fell into the hands of Faust,
who now began to print on his own account,
with the assisggnce of Peter Schaffer, an in-
dustrious young man of inventive talents.
Notwithstanding these unbappy circum-
stances, Gutenburg was mot discouraged
from following his occupatiyn—he establish-
ed a new press, and contifiued to exercise
his art for ten years afterwards, when he
fioally relinquished the practice of an inven-
tion which had caused him so much trouble
and vexation. X

On the whole, then, it may be stated as
the general result of this jnquiry, that the
city of Mentz has the highest claim to be
considered as the birth-place of this inesti-
mable discovery, that Guatenberg was the
inventor of the srt of priniing with move-
able types, first of wood, and afterwards of
metal, and that this art wis brought to fur-
ther perfection by Schoeffer, who invented
the improvement of making punches for
striking the matrices, while Faust may pro-
perly be considered as the first patron of
the art, froni having furnished the money
necessary for the | ishment of the priat-

' %oy deseription of
printing, it may be ob-
served that the various successive steps in
the invention were these,—1. Printing from
stereotype wooden blocks. 2. Printing from
moveable wooden types. 8. Printing from
cut metal types. 4. Printing from cast
metal types, the use of which has been
greatly facilitated by several modern im-
provements. With respect to Haarlem, it
seems almost unnecessary to investigate the
evidence that has been brought forward in
support of its prefensions, and it may be
sutficient to remark that no’ sach claim ap-
pears to have been advanced in its favor for
more than 100 years after the invention of
printing ; it is unded entirely on some ‘rz-
ditional reports, and not on any pablished
documents of the time, and there is no rea-
son to believe that any book. printed with
moveable types, was produced in that city
before the year 1483.

When the city of Mentz was taken in
1462. Faust and Schaff-r suffered materia!-
ty in common with their fellow citizens, and
the consequence was,ihat their workmen dis-
persed themselves over different countries,
and the art of printing was thus diffused
over Europe witn astonishing rapidity. It
bas been ascertained that there are more
than 200 cities in Euarope into which this
new invention had been introduced before
the end of the 15th centary. A list of these
places, arranged in chronological order. may
be seen in the principal works relating to
the history of printing ; and it appears that
in several of them there was a great num
ber of persons engaged in the business, and
some of their establishments seem to have
been conducied on a very extensive scale.
Thus, for instanze, Panzer has reckoned
up not fewer than 198 printers in Venice
alone, during this century; and Koberger.
of Nuremberg, is said to have kept twenty-
four presses, and one hundred men in con-
stant employment,

Ooe of the most extraordinary circum-
stances connected with the early history of
printing, is its rapid progress to a state of
perfection in the course of a few years ; and

art in the 15th centary, which for beauty of
type and execution will bear favourable com-
paricon with some of the finest productions
of the press in the 19th céntury, while with
respect to the quality of the paper and ink,
I have no hesitation in pronouncing that
they are incomparably superior to those of
the present day.

It should be observed that the earliest
printed books were not accompanied with a
date, nor generally with the name of the
printer or place of publication. The firsi
printed book to which a date is subjoined,
is 'he Latin Psalt-r, printed at Menrz, by
Fauvst and Schefer, in the year 1457 ; and
she first Bible with a date is the copy of the
Latin Vulgate, executed by the same firm
in the year 1462. But it is not to be sup-
poted that these are really the oldest print-
ed books in existence. It was formerly
thought, indeed. that the Bible of 1462 was
the first editicn of the Latia Vul:ate, but it
bas beem satisfactorily proved that this dis-
tinguizhed place belongs to another edition,
without date or place, which is believed to
bave Leen printed by Gutenburg, at Mentz,
between the years 1430 and 1435, in two
volumes, folio. ltis commonly called the
Mazarine Bible, on aceont of a copy of it
having been di-covered by De Bure about
the middle of the last century, in the library
of the famous Cardinal Mazarine. It is
carious 10 observe the manner in which the
date of its publication has been ascertained.
T'wo copies of it were found in the Royal
Library of Fracce, the one upon paper, and
the other upon vellom ; upon the margin of
the paper copy was an inscription in the
bandwriting of the time, stating that copy
to have been illuminated, bound. and perfect-

a dispute unfortunately arose between Gu-|

in relief on tbr plnel;ot rather to | Chburch of St. stephen’s, of Ments, in the
3 v very | ) ve them separately, in order to render ' mon:L of August, 1456. This evidence is de-
ideas in modern times. It is evident from | ing those works which bore evidence to the ! theg:: mombleam lhm’to allow any word or | cisive. Thegvolume- were bound in August,
sentence to be printed at pleasure. This inze-| 1456, and therefore this copy, and conse-
nious discosery was made by Joba Gaten- | quently the whole edition, must bave been
burg.of Mentz,shortly before the year 1440. ' printed before that time. It follows, there-
It appears that this celebrated individual had | fore,” says Dr. Dibdin, “ that this is not only
settled at Strasburg some years pfeviously, | the first edition of the sacred Text, in any lan-

{ guage, but that it is the very first book print-
!ed with mets! types. Those who bave not

himself 1o disclose to them some important | seen it,” he adds, * can form little notion of |

| the beauty and regularity of the press-work,
!and of the magnificent appearance of the
volumes. They exhibit a master-piece of
art, and & miracle in their way—showing
that the infancy and maturity of tbe art of
 printing were almost simultanecns.” The
first prioted books are totally destitute of
figures or sumbers to mark the of the
volume. At first, when the printers began
to number their pages, they placed large
Roman figures at the rects of each leat, and

afterwards each page was numbered by

however, that a few years afierwards,Guten- |
| bave no titles printed on & separare leaf /ar
resumed his typographic labors, and lber'e,f
| about the year 1476 that this practics began

thus we find numerous spec:mens of the|p!

Arabic fgures, the use of which is retained
to the present time. The earliest books

the beginning of the volume : it was not till

to be adopted. Before that time—as well
as afier—the title of the book was generally
inserted in the colophon, or subscription,
which was printed.at the end of the volame
—and it was there also that any account
was given of the place, and date, and prin-
ter’s name~—-und often with the addition of
a pious ejacalation or thanksgiving to God
for the completion of the work. Again,
there were no signatures, or catchwords in
the first printed books. Signatures are
those letters of the alphabet, which are pla-
ced at the foot of the right hand pages of suc-
cessive sheets, to distinguish their order—
and it is said ‘that #‘ earliest instance of
their use occurs in an edition of Terence,
printed at Milan in the year 1470. Catch-
words are those words which were former-
ly placed at the might hand corner of the
blank line, at the foot of each page,—they
ara always the same as those with which the
following page begins. Their use is to as-
sist the book-binder in bis work, and to pre-
vent mistakes in arranging the sheets.—
They were first‘applied to printing by Spira
nt‘xenioe, but they are now generally dis-
used.

With regard to punctuation, the enly
points used by the early printers were the
colon and period or fall stop—the note of
interrogation was also soon adopted—the
comma and semicolon were first introduced
by Aldus, in the latter end of the 15:h cen-
tury, but the note of admiration was not
generally used till many years afterwards.
There were no capital letters printed at the
beginniog of chapters or other divieions of
a book, but there were blank spaces left to
be filled up with the initinl letters by the
illuminators, and this practice was continued
in many books of the 16:h century.— Another
peculiarity was the great namber of contrac-
tions or abbreviations of words,which in early
printed books were extremely frequent and
intricate. These remarks will be found of
great use in ascertaining the probable date
of an ancient book, which is not accom-
panied with any printed year, and thus the
poiat can easily e settled by internal evi-
dence with & considerable degree of accu-
racy. -

yTbe books printed in the 15th cen-
tury consist chiefly of Latin Theology and
Laiin Classics, which were , edited from
ancient MSS. comparatively few of them
being original works on any subject.—
There was probably mo bock so freqiently
reprinted during this cenwury as tbe Latiu
Bible.—indeed [ have counied up no l-es
than 118 different editions of it between
1450 and 1500, as given in La Long’s
« Bibtiotheca Sacra.” The ¢ E litiones
Principes,” or First Editions of the Latin
Classics, are generally execured with great
beauty and magnificence. They are now,
of course, extremely rare—tbough I be-
lieve that there are perfect copies of them
all to ba found in several of the grext Euro
pean Libraries, with the single exception of
the works of QOvid, of which there is not a
perfect copy to be found 10 the world. Bu
it was not till the latter end -<of this centur)
that the art of Greek printing was brought
to any degree of .perfection. After a fow
minor publications, a complete editio of the
original works of Homer, the prince of
Greek poets, was published at Florence, in
the year 1488. In a few years several
others of the principal Greek authors were
given to the world, of which none has been
0 celebrated as the splendid edition of
Aristoile, printed by Aldus, at Veaice, in
six volumes, folio, 1495-98. Still, however,
it was not till the following century tbat the
great works of the most celebrated writers
of ancient Greece were sent forth from the
ress in their original langusge, though
several of them had appeared in a Latin
rranslation in the preceding century.—
These classical works, and especially the
Greek books, were chiefly produced from
the presses of Aldus and his family of learn-
ed printers, wko practised their profession
first at Venice and afterwards at Rome—of
the Junta firm at Florence and at Venice,
of R bert Stephens at Paris,and above all,of
hie son Henry Stephens, first at Paris and
then at Geneva. All the publications of
these celebrated men are still held in the
bighest estimation by Greck scholars, for
the accuracy, and beauty, and splendor of
their typographical execation.

But I must not forget to motice the pro-
gress of Hebrew printing in the 15¢h cen-
tary. After the publication of several por-
tions of the Sacred Text, the first edition
of the entire Hebrew Bible was printed at
Soncino, in lialy, in the year 1488. Iti-
now, as might be expected, one ol the rarest
books in the world. Altogether it has been
ascertained that there are 12 copies of it in
existence —two of which are in England.
both in Oxford, one in the Bodleian, and
the other in the Library ot Exeter College
—it is remarkable that there is no copy of
it to be found in France, the other 10 copies
being chiefly in the public libraries of Italy
and Germany.

The early printed books were chiefly in
folio and quarto size ., the smaller sizes not
having heen generally used till the beginniog
of the 16:h century. The characters of the
leiters employed were of three kinds, Goth-
ic, Ryman, and Italic. Before the year
1465, the unilorm character was the ofd
Gutbic or German, from whence our Eng-

they reckoned by leaves instead of pages,,

of it was suggested by the beautiful band-
writing of the celebrated Petrarch, and the
first book printed with it was a small edition
of Virgil, in the year 1501,

With respect to the introduction of the
art of printing into Epgland, this honor has
been al unanimously ascribed to Wil-
liam Caxton, citizsen of Loondon, who com-
menced printing at . Westminster Abbey,
about 1474, though he had exercised the art
on the Continent for some years b>fore.—
His claim continved undispated for nearly
200 years,. when a small volume was dis-
covered in the Public Library a: Cambridge,
which appeared to be printed at Oxford in
1468. Itis a Latin copy of St. Jerome's
Exposition of the Creed, and it certainly
does contain the date of 1468 expressed in
alphabetical namerals, at the end of the
book, which, if it be really genuine, would
completely deprive Caxton of his glory, as
it is well ascertaned that he had not retarn-
ed to England for some years afierwards.—
It would lead us too far away to enter into
the arguments which have been alleged on
both sides of the question, bat it is now
generally agreed among B bliographers, that
this date is an error of the press, occasioned
by the omission of the letter X. which
would reduce the date to 1478. ladeed
there is one circumstance which aimost con-
clusively shows the sapposed date to be a
mistake. The book is found to contain sig-
natures, which, (if the received opinion be
correct) were not invented so early as the
date assigned to this work, not having been
used (as observed before,) till the year
1470. The name of the priater is unknown,
and there is no other production of the
Oxford Press till the year 1479, which is an
additional objection to the genuineaess of
the date, as it is not probable that no other
book would be printed as this Press for 11
years afterwards. Mistakes i dates are by
no means uncommon, and they are not con-
ined exclusively to the early years of print-
ing. There isa corious instance of this
kind in the College Library at Windsor.=~
Among the books in that cnllection there is
a Medical Dissertation, in Latin, the authqr
of which is the present Dr. Benj. Fra
of Windsor. This litile work was pri

at Giessen, in Germany, and, according to
the title page, in the year 1334, that js,more
thian 100 yeare before the iaventing of the
art of printing. The mistake was occasion-
ed in & way precisely similar to the present
instance. The date is printed in. Romsn
letters, and the numeral D is accidentally
omitted, thus making a differesce of 500
years—1334 for 1834 We may salely
conclude, then, that there is no sufficient evi-
dence from the Oxford book to set uside the
common opinion on this sabject. But
though Caxton was the earliest, he was nor
tha only printer in England, in the periol
during which he flourished. Wynkya de
Worde, a foreigner, was ona of the most
distingnished printers in England in the
15 h Centiiry. not only for the n-atness and
elegance of his types, but also for the num-
ber and variety of books printed by him
which amount to 408. while those of Cax-
ton were only 64. He was employed in
the office of Caxton till his death in 1491,
when he commenced business on his own
aconunt, first in Westminater, as successor
o Caxton, and afterwards at the S-gn of the
Saw in Fleet Street, London, from 1502
till 1534 Richard Pynson was also con-
emp rary with Wynkyn d» Worde ; it was
by bhim thar the Roman letter was introduc-
ed into England ; he was the first who as<-
sumed the title of * Kng's Printer,” the
number of his works is 210, and he exer-
cised tha art from 1493 to 1531.

In Scotland tbe e rliest book known ic a
Latin Breviary. privted at E linburgh in
1509. There was also a Catechism printed
at Aberdeen in 1532.

Ireland was one of the last countries in
Europe into wigiph printing was introdueced.
It does not appear that any work was pub
lished in it earlier tban 1551, when a Black
Letter Elition of the book of Common
Prayer was ptinted at Dublin, by Hom-
phrey Powell. | need hard'y add, that all
thgse spe-imens of early knglish printing
are now exceedingly scarce, and sell at enor-
mous prices. With respect to the Ameri-
can Continent, it appears that printing was
estab ished in the city of Mexico about the
year 1570, while in the United States, it
was introduced into Cambridge in 1639,
Boston in 1674, Philadelphia in 1687, and
New York in 1693. The first place ‘o the
present Brithh Colonies in which the art
was practised, was the city of Halifax, where
it commenced in 1751. | find in Timper-
ley's  History of Printing”" the following
entry, “ 1701, Aug. Bartholamew Green, a
printer from Boston, removed to Halifex,,
the capital of Nova Scotia, where he erect-
ed the first press which appeared in that
Province, and died coon alterwards. His
successor Jobn Bushell. published in the
first week in January. 1752, the first news-
paper in Noya Scotia.”

(Conclu-ion next week.)

Religious Intelligence.

Memorials and Petitions on the
Indian Question.

The recent troubles in India have brought
to view the worst asp-cis of fallen human
natare; they bave al:o given occasion to
the exhibition of the power and grace of the
Gospel which may well excite our gratitude
to God. We have pleasure in giving a more
full report of Mr. Venn’s statement at the
meeting of the Church Missionary Society,
on Tuesday, 12.h January, than was con-
tained in oar last week's impression.

Mr. Venn read a statement, from which
it appeared, that the views of the Committee
on the Christian duty of the Government of
India had been embodied in a Memorial to
the Queen, and in an accompanying explan-
atory statement. It nppeared, aleo, that the
Annaal Reports of this Society bud borne

lish Black Letter was afierwards formed,
but in that year an edition of Lactantius

-

frequent testimony to the genuine Christfan
character of the native converts, The larg-

was printed at Subbiaco, (which, by le"est body of naiive converts were in South
way, was the first book printed in ltaly) in | India; and they, upon the breaking out of
a kind of Semigothic type, of great elegance. | tho mutiny, nobly prefessed their loyal'y,
'I"he Roman type, with which all our Eng- [and offered their aid to the Governor of
lish books are now printed, is so called, be- | Madras in any way in which their agency
canse it was first used at Rome by the Ger- could be employed at this erisis
man Printers Swynbeym and Paunariz, in | tive Christians of Kishnagur, in Bengal. ex.
1467, and was soon afterwards brought to! hibited the same spirit.
great perfection at Venice, by Nicolas Jen- | provinces there were, at the time of ihe out-
son. The ltalic or Aldine type was invent-
ed in Italy by Aldus, to whom the first idea

The nae
In the north-west¢

| break, between two and three thousand
native Christians, connected with d fferent
Missionary Societies,  scattered in various
stations; and, to the praise of God's grace,
it is ed, that, as & body, they have
stood firm to their God, and to their alle-
giance to the Queen. They have shared
"orywbm the same -losses and the same
sufferings. even to martyrdom, with Euroe
pean Christians. It bas not yet been a.cere
tained, that more than a few individuals
among them have been induced by fear 10
renounce the Christian religion; while at
Bareilly and Futtehghur, one hondred are
said to have perished with the E.ropeans,
At Delhi, a native Preacher, Waylayat Alj,
a Mohammedan convert, suffered nobiy for
Christ under a cruel death. A: Umrisur,
a native Pastor, Dioud, a converied Sikh,
was living in the midst of an excited popu-
lation, who abused the nutive Clristians, and
warned them that their days were numbered;
and, upon being invited to remove 10 a place
of safety, he magnanimously rep icd. that he
would rather die in his house thun flee, ns
he daily exhorted the people not to fear
those who can kill the body, but to fear
God. At Allahabad, a native Preacher,
Gopenath Nundy, the companion in suff se-
ing of Ensign Cheek, endurcd cruel torments
with unshaken fidelity, sustaining himself by
rep2ating the verses, * Blessed are ye when
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all mancer of evil agamst you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, und be ex-
ceeding glad; for gréat is your reward in
beaven ; for so persecuted 1hey the projhets
which were before you.” (Muait. v.11.12)
la other districts, where the converis were not
exposed to the rage of mutineers, they foual
protection with their heathen counirymen.
Two Catechists of this Sueiety were lucat-
ed in a village twelve miles from Beoares in
the midst of a heathen population. When
the whole surrounding country round was
secured by plunderers and murderers, the
Missionaries at Benares invited these two
Catechists to come’ in to them for ralety.—
But the villagers rémon:trated against their
leaving, and pledged themselves to their de-
fence ; and they have continued their peuce-
ful labours throughout the revall. At
Goruckpore this Society had a Coristian
village comprising two hundred native
Christians, with a church and schools. The
Government thought it right, from 13 prox-
imity to Oude, to remove all the Enropeans
and the treasure to other stations. A Hine
da Rajah came forward and guaranteed the
protection and safe custody of the Christian
village and all the Alission property. A
written list was signed by himself, and given
to the Missionary upon his departure, that
all might be delivered vp again s1fcly when
all the troubles should be over. The station
at Gorruckpore was immediately occupicd
by Ode mutineers, and the green flay un-
farled upon the Residency ; but all bas bLeen
pence in the Christian village by the latest
accounts. The fidelity of the naiive Chis-
vians has given them anew position al-o 1o
the sight of Kuropeans in Indis. Their help
has been earnestly sought by those who hud
bsen deserted by their heatben atiendanis
:n their hour ot need. The local authoric
ties at Benares and Agra have invited them
t0 enlist as policemen nnd as gonners, and
in the Punjaub a Commissioner has thrown
open the public service in his deportment.10
any who may be qmlified for admissior .—
The Committee have reason 1o thank Gol
that, though moch of the property of t'e
8 rciety has been destroyed, not one of their
Missionaries has perished. Oa the present
occasion the Cummittes would refer unly 10
‘he north West provinces as the disturbed
distriets of India. Many statons n these
nistricts need imm: dinte Le'p. Goruckpore,
on the confines of O ide; Bhagiipye, with
its S«ntbal tribes; Jubbulpore, for Central
India. In the Pusjaub, Umritsur, P-s-
hawur, and Mooltun require addivonal la-
bourers; and the claims of the Punjeub
upon England’s gratitude will be allowed by
scclamation. The Society also  stards
pledged to Oale, in some degree, by the
accep'nnce of an offer of £1,000 for the
fir-t Missionary sent there; but in a far
higher degree by the earnest insitation of
one of India's noblest statesmen and herors,
the late Sir Henry Lawrence. Tle R-port
cancloded with an app~nl to the meeting in
favor of the special Indan Mission tund,
and a statement 10 the effect that vp 19 the
present time the fund amoun'ed to £7,253,
including 1wo donatiods of £1,000 each.—
London Watchman.

Conversions in India

A party of (flicers were assembled at the
mess-tuble in lodia a few yearsago O e
of tbese, an officer of some consideration, on
the subject of Missions being named. com-
menc:d a tirade against all Miscionarie<.—
# | don’t,” he eaid. ¢ bclieve a word of (leir
accounts of conversion ; I don't believe there
is a true convert in all India; I have been
out here many years, and | krow [ huve
never teen one. Where are they ? Show
me them, I say!” A genileman who had
taken no part in this conversation now ccme
forward. * Excuse me Captain .
Have you not often epoken to me of the « x-
emplary conduct of your nanve e rvani—
the man who was ju<t now behrd your
chair?” © Yes, Sir, | bave; ard | repeat
it, he is a faithful, honest, excellent feliow 3
I could trast him with untotd gold; | ~Lould
liky to see one of your Chriztrans half as
900d as he,” “ Perhup-. then, Sir. you are
not aware that that man is a Chr st an cone
vert?” Captain lovked extremely
foolishs and probably dropped ae.sutj ct a8
soon as possible.— London Mornirg Fost.

MANY men pass filty or s'x'y years in the

world, and when they are just ahcut going “
out of it, they bethink themselves, and s'ep ,
back, as it were, to do do something which )
they had all the while forgor, viz, il& m_lig 1
business for which they came into the
to repent of their sine, and refs

lives, and make their peace with G
in time prepare for eternity.— 7 ulotsatls

£




