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ONTA_{IO AS A MINERAL PRODUCER.

One feels almost apologetic to discuss in December,
1909, the production of minerals during the twelve
months ended December, 19o8. While recognizing the
enormous amount of work eéntailed in producing such an
excellent report as that of the Ontario Bureau of Mines |
Just }sslned, its value is considerably decreased by its pub-
lication eleven months after the close of the year under
review. The mineral output of Ontario during 1908 was
valued at $25,637,617 as against $25,019,373 in 1907
T.he.metallic products, the principal of which were silver,
pig iron, nickel and copper, furnished 65 per cent. of the
total value, and the non-metallic substances 35 per cent.
Of_the latter, the most important was Portland cement,
while the value of natural gas produced in the Province
for the first time was greater than that of petroleum, the
f.ormcr being nearly one million dollars and the latter a
h'tﬂe over seven hundred thousand dollars. The produc-
f‘oﬂ of petroleum in Ontario appears 10 be a declining
industry. In the near future, the seat of activity in this
WM will probably be transferred to the Athabasca
regions, north of Edmonton. Natural gas production in
Ontario is increasing considerably, the value in 1904
being only $253,524 and last year nearly $1,000,000.

In view of the interesting cement situation in
Canada, the figures are interesting. = Natural rock
cement in 19o4 produced in the Province was valued at
“5'250- This had declined in 1907 tO $5,097, while last
year the record was blank. On the other hand, the pro-
duction of Portland cement has greatly increased during
fbe‘PGSt five years. The figures in 1904 were $1,239,971
In 1907, they had increased to $2,777,478. - The figures

year showed a slight decline from those of 1907,

- make a larger production there is no doubit *

roughly, $300,000. The 1909 record will .gr

a further, decrease. MR
The most important mineral in Ontar g iskilver, and

the most important silver-producing reg’*)d'ﬁij Ceébalt.

The Port Arthur district, where one or t g0 sfver mines

were operated during the year, contribut 3 io’

record of 1908, 10,444,400 ounces. Of §

Cobalt amines produced 19,437,875 ouncesy

crease: over the output of 1907 of 94 peri

gow has. the honour to rank third amongit

ducing countries of the world. Mexico #

and the United States comes second ; O

the world’s silver output in 1908 was abolft 1% pet cent.

This year’'s figures should show a .sti | pro-

portion.
The course of prices for silver last; ¥

encouragement to mining. The tendency Whisi(

and has continued that way during the;”

The low prices tend to restrict output, angl.this

the case in the Cobalt camp. Had the oiiness »siged to

fiey ‘could

have done so with ease. While it was ‘stated ih New

York recently that little profit could go ;:};‘»{:;silw-r

mining at less than 23%d. per ounce, the L mdon price,

some of the Cobalt mines who have pulﬁs&%&hc'ﬁr cost

sheets allege their ability to produce silvag at ?3 0 20.7

cents pér ounce. s i

\ « Mr. T. W. Gibson, Deputy Ministes of
statistical reyie that the

taxio; points out in his W
me l(()ds employed in valuing mineral pro@uﬁ:ﬂ&id’, statis-

@inﬂ-_ On-

ticak purposes by the mining departmept$ of tbe Do-
minion Government and the several = Anggs are

diverse. He cites one example; which huﬁ!’k gﬁ:ﬂ the
value assigned to the nickel oufput of 1908 by the Geo-
9 & =
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