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“STR REGINALD" |

SOME REMINISCENCES OF - AN
ENGLISH HOME.

BY EVELYN EVERETT-GREEN, AUTHOR
OF ‘BARBARA’S BROTHERS,” IN
THE SUNDAY AT HOME.

CHAPIER IIL-LITTLE REX,

Of course there was never in - the
world before such a baby as the lit-
tle son and heir born at Warwick Hall
in the bright midsummer weather of
that very year. [ could well remem-
ber the fuss ther ewas when Sir Regin-
ald himself was Lorm, and the assevera-
tions of all who saw him that he was
the bonniest baby ever seen. I was
second housemaid then miyself, and was
a good bit in and out @f the nursery,
where my own aunt reigned supreme,
so I was ome of the little heir's most
devoted admirers, as may well be
guessed ; but certainly it seemed to e
mow as though this new baby was pret-
tier and more engaging in his little
ways than any other morsel of human-
inty that I had ever seen. The delight
of his parents’ over him was a sight to
see. 1 was pever tired of watching my
lady’s pretty ways .with him, or his
father’s fond pride as he watched his
sweet young wife as she fondled and
cooed over her boy.

Things were looking bright in every
way just themn. The Colonel seeméd to
have passed out of the lives of my mas-
ter and mistress for the moment, and
I hoped for ever. Upon that very day
when my lady received the letter from
Miss Desborough, my master came in
to find her agitated and unnerved, and
on enquiring the cause with great an-
xiety, heard something of the matter
that was troubling her. I do not quite
know how much my lady told him. It
peemed just the ome subject she was
a little shy of naming to her husband;
put it was emough to make him under-
stand that his present habits were
causing her anxiety; and at that time
he would have sagrified far more than
the society of some amusing compan-
jons to have pleased and.tranquillized
his wife. He told me laughingly one
day that her ladyship was growing ner-
vous and fanpiful, and must be humor-
ed; and that he meant to keep close fat
home till she was strong and well
again. He certainly kept his word loy-
ally, and as the Culonel was called away
from home on some business shortly af-
‘ter this, sunshine and peace settled down
upon the household, and I hoped that
the trouble was at am end for ever. My
lady quickly became herself again, and
was happy and bright and gay; yet I
thought that that one touieh of trouble
had done somethings towards forming
her character, and was hopeful that the
development from the child to the
woman would progress steadily with
the approach of new cares and respon-
sibilities. !

After little Rex had been christened,
and my lady was about again, the doc-
tor recommended change of air for her,
and it was settled that she and her
husband and child should accept an in-
vitation from some relatives for a stay
on the coast of Devonshire. My lady
was as sorry asi I was to say good-bye;
but it had to be dome; and Sir Reginald
gaid it would have made things much
more difficult ha{d{I been going too. So
the younger servants wer egiven holi-
days and went to their homes, and we
older omes settled down to quiet life
such as we had led before the master
had brought his bride home at all.

The stay in Devonshire lasted longer
than any of had expected. The air
suited my y, the baby throve amaz-
ingly, heard, and ihe master was
scouring Exmoor first after otters, and
later on with the hounds, and it seem-
od as though they had no present in-
tention of returning.

One in September the master ' came
home for a week to see how things were
going on, and Colonel Desborougq, who
had now got back,looked. him up imme-
diately, and they met almost every day.
I was sorry for this, asl had hop-
ed ‘that this friendship had - come

to an end; but from: @ few
chance words dropped by my master
to me ons day I saw very plainly that
he had not taken my lady’s words,
whatever they were, seriously at all.
He had put down her uneasiness about
the Colonsl to a fit of nervous depyes—
cion, and by this time the impression,
. if one had really been made, had faded
entirely from his mind. 1t was natural,
to be sure, that he should like to see

a face oppozite him at table; and a

game of billiards ucon the capital table

afterwards wé# a natural raceration
enough. But it made me a little un-
easy all the same, and especially when
the master wen: across to dine with
the Colonal, for then he did.no: come
home till far intc the night, and he
generally roce late next day, and some-

bless him ! and he came to me at once;
and my lady was as pleased as pleased,
and declared hé did remember, and
talked the prettiest nonsense you ever |
heard in your life, and made me sit |
beside the fire and hold the ' baby |
whilst she took her tea upstairs, 1|
told her all the news of the Hall, and
she told me all little Rex’s doings and
sayings (though, of course, he could only
babble and gurgle his baby-talk, the
pretty !) and I was that happy as you'll
well believe, and never thought of the
shadow gathering over our heads.

.It wasn't for some days that I had
time to think of anything but the de-
light of having my lady back to wait
upon ; but, bit by bit, I saw that there
,had come a change over, and a change
I was right glad to see.

From the very first she had begun
to take more notice of things; to go
about the house and look into differ-
ent matters herself. It began in the
nurgery, and I thought it might end
there, but it didn’t. IR

* ““ Neighbour,” she said to me in her
pretty way, as if I whis a friend rather
than her servant, under her orders, “I
want you to teach mo to be a good
housekeeper. I mustn’t be a child any
longer. I must set an example to my
little boy. Othey women manage their
own houses and know all about them,
and my husband locks after the out-
door things and the land. I want to
learn how to manage the ipside part.
Little Rex must not grow up to think
his mother a useless, idle creature. My
Rex talks so much of his mother and
all she did. I want my boy to respect
and love me as his father does the
memory of his own mother.”

Well, I was pleased enough to hear
that, and pleased too with many other
changes I saw in my lady. There was
no shirking church on Sunday now, be
the weather what it might; and there
was never any dust on the _Bible
which lay wupon the . table by
the bed, as once there had
been by night time; and before Sit
Reginald came back from London on
an errand which had called him thither
almost immediately after his return
home:,, she said to me with unwonted
gravity :

“Neighbour, I want' to have family
prayers again, as your mafster used to
have them. It was partly my fault
they were given up. I thought it all
a bore—l wasn’'t used to anything like
it. I wish I had not been so careless
and frivolous. I know I have hurt my
husband by it. He used to care much
more for things once; but when he
found they bored me he left off think-
ing about them himself. But it doesn’t
do, Neighbour, oh, it doesn’t do!” and
her sweet eyes filled with tears. “I
found that out when I was ill, and
everything seemed slipping away, and
I did not know how it would go with
me. And since I have had my baby
to love and to think for I have felt it
so muech, He might be taken away
from me-—other mothers have lost their
darlings before now; and oh, what
would it be like if I didn’t have some
assurance that I should find him again
beyond the grave? I want to be
good,” she added, so earnestly and yet
so simply that my own tears started
to my eyes. “I must learn to be good
for my boy’s sake. I must learn that
I may teach him; and I think the day
ought to be hallowed by meeting to-
gether for prayer all together once if
not twice. Don’t you think that a
Christian household ought to gather
together for prayers every day ¢

“Indeed, my lady, I do. I've always
been used ‘to it, and I miss it sadly,”
I answered. “I know times and fash-
jons change ; but somehow I don’t think
household wheels go right without the
household meets reverently and regu-
larly, if it is only for a few short
minutes, to ask God’s blessing on us.
I've seen a difference in the young
ones since prayers has been left off.
I'H be right g to see-them begun

agagn."

=1 will speak to the master when he
comes home,” said my lady, “1 do not
think he will deny me. But I wish I
bad been -a  better wife to him from
the first. He thinks I am still a child,
and though he is all kindness and good-
ness he does mobt think I know any-
think of the world. I don’t know
whether I -do, or whether T wish to.
Neighbour, T'm afraid the world is a
very wicked place. I have -seen and
heard such  things and’ such talk in
people one would have thought so well
of. Oh, I don’t want to be unkind! I
don’t want to be uncharitable; but
there is yo much I -used never to see,
never to think about till just lately.
Men seem always to be gaming or lay-
ing bets together. I used mnot to.care
a bit; bat I do now. I think of my
little boy, and how I should feel if 1
were to see him going-on like that, and
sometimes using words that a little
while ago 1 am sure men never used
in the presepce of ladies. And, Neigh-
bour, it is not all the fault of the men,
we encourage them. I used to do it
myself once  whenever I had the
chance. Girls talk dreadful slang now,
and I have seen them sitting in the

times complained of headache, and
looked out of corts and uncomfortable.

But when ¢t business which had
brought him whs ended, he went back
to join his wife agzain, and two fmonths
more pasgéd by before we heard that
the whdle party was-about to relurn
home for '.t‘h@ winter.

Well, I was rarely glad to see my
lady again. As for the baby—why,
bless his little heart!—I could almost
have devoured him with ki-ses. And
he wa-n’t shy a bit, the darling'! though
growing old enough to know strangers

smoking-rooms of big houses, smoking
cigarettes, and ‘chaffing,’ as they call
it, ‘with the young men there. Once I
T did not care a bit about that sort
of thing, though I never did it myself;
but now it comes overne, ‘What would
my .boy think if he saw his mother
doing a thing like that ¢’ And, Neigh-
bour,” lowering her voice almost™“to a
whisper, “I sometimes wonder how it
will be when little Rex grows up if he
sees his father playing for high stakes
and asks what it means. It can't be

and to cry csometimes if they took him.
But it was as if he repembered me,

.

B
' l |
‘ |

right, oh, it can’t be right ; and yet

it ; and that the one who loses to-day
wins to-morrow, and so all comes
square iu the end. But the more I
think, the more it grieves me; and
whay can 1 do'to stop it when I am
only kissed and' caressed and told to
go to my baby or my dressing case for
amusement "

{To be Continued.)

—_—

ENGLAND'S FINANCIAL REPORT.

PROSPERITY REST UPON THE
WHOLE EMPIRE.

A Record of Unprecedented Wealth—
The Industrial Classes of England
Never Better off.

London, April 16.—At ‘452 o'clock,
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, rose in the House of
Commons, amid Conservative cheers,
to deliver the speech introducing the
Budget. He began by saying that des-
pite the fact that the expenditure of
the last fiscal year had been larger
than that of any year since the last
great war, the surplus in the Treasury
was the largest that-had ever been
known, and the credit of the country
was never so high. The yield of con-
sols to the purchaser, he said, was just
about half what it was a century ago,
and a larger sum had been'applied to
the reduction of the National Debt
than had ever before been applied in
a similar period. The deposits in the
savings banks and the permanent ac-
counts in ordinary bamks, had mounted
to an unprecedented point, and the pro-
duction of gold throughout the world
had been the highest ever known. The
amount of bullion in the Bank of Eng-
land was £49,000,000, and the reserve
fund in the Bank, in proportion to its
liabilities, was the highest om record.

WORKING CLASSES WELL OFF.

Continuing, Mr. Hicks-Beach said
that the position of the working classes
had never been so satisfactory, and the
issue of postage stamps supplied the
best possible measure of ascertaining
that business transactions had never
reached so great a volume. Altogether,
he said, the past year had been a won-
derful one. The great triumphs of a
chancellor of the exchequer, he said,
was when the receipts and the esti-
mates were equal, but the figures of
this year became remdrkable jn Tre-

spect_of the receipts exceeding the es-
timates. verything, he declared, had

had an upward tendency, especially
during the lacter half of '95. The in-
crease in the value of exports, imports,
railway earnings, and bankers and
clearing house returns showed a con-
tinuous expansion of trade. The re-
venue of the fiscal year had been £101,-
974,000, while for the year 1894-95 the
revenue had been only £94,684,000,
showing an increase of £7,290,000, and
making an excess of £5,812,080 over the
estimates. A great feature had been
in the increase of the revenue from
tobacco, wine and tea, the latter hav-
ing steadily driven coffee out of the
markev. British and Irish spirits had
also driven foreigm spirits out of the
market. The import of spirits had de-
clined 19 per cent, and the popular
taste for rum was greatly lessening.
Tea had yielded £120,000 over the esti-
mates, implying an increased consump-
tion of 10,000,000 pounds of that com-
modity. In connection with this, he
added, there was a large and welcome
the tea trade from China to British
India and Ceylon. (Cheers.) The receipts
from wines, he said, bhad been ‘£1,256,~
000. This seemed to be largely due to
increased consumption of vinous liquors
by members of the Stock Exchange and
speculators, who, it appeared, consoled
themselves in nom-success and rejoiced
in sucecess in the comsumption of cham-
pagne. In this way he accounted for
the dealings in 1,200,000 extra bottles
of ‘champagne.
THE NATIONAL DEBT,

After referring to the great increase
in the excise and in the death duties
the Chancellor of the Exchequer turned
to the expenditures of the government
which, he said, had reached the total
sum of £97,764,000, leaving a surplus of
£4,208,000, which would be applied as
explained in the Naval Works bill.
During the year, he continued, the na-
tional debt had beep reduced #£8,134,--
000, the largest reduction on record,
with the exception of the reduction
during the year 1894-95, The unfunded
debt stood at the lowest point it had
reached in twenty-one years, and the
funded debt not materially increased
since the Crimean war.

MAY REDUCE INTEREST,

In thirty-nine years, he explained,
£190,000,000 of debt had been paid off—
£100,000,000 of which had been paid in
the last thirteen years. (Cheers.) Some
persons, he said, had denied the wisdom
of this, but it was his own opinion that
by this self-denying courss the country
had raised up a revenue of incalculable
importance. If a time of need should
come when the country would again
have to fight, for its life the reserve
would enable it without imposing a
penny of taxation to raise £200,000,000
for defence without imposing an atom
more debt upon the people than the na-
tion had borne in 1857, without a mur-
mur. (Cheers.)

ENORMOUS EXPENDITURE.

The total deposits in the sav-
ings banks,. Sir Michael stated, were

to the thrift of the working classes. He
did not think, howeyer, that a large
portion of the deposits in savings banks
belonged to the wage earners, and he
did not see why the state should un-
dertake a banking business for persons
who were able to take care of their
own deposits, and he especially, could
not see why the state should pay 2 1-2
per cent for savings bank deposits while
money could be produced for less. Before
long, he said, there might, therefore,
be an alteration in the law which would
reduce the interest om large amounts.
The oguntry, Sir Michael said, might
be préud of the enbrmous revenue, but
it was in his judgment a grave ques-
tion, whether the expenditure was not
increaging faster than the permanent
capacity of the nation could bear. (Op-
position chieerisg ) If the expenditure in-
creased’ while the revenue was unelastic
the country would be within a measur-
able distance of having to choose ‘be-
tween putting an end to the reduction
of the national debt and an increase of
the taxation.

ANTICIPATED RECEIPTS.

Coming to the receipts and expen-
ditures for the ensuing year, Sir
Michael stated that the estimated ex-
penditures were £100,047,000 and the es-
timated revemue £101,755,000, leaving
an estimated surplus of £1,708,000 which
it was proposed to apply the reduction
9f the maximum rate on land 4 shill-
ings in ‘the pound to one shilling. It
was also intended to increase the grants
for education, leaving a modest sur-
plus for the contingencies. In conclus-
ion the Chancellor of the Exchequer
proposed to allot the sum of £975,000
to the Agricultural Rating and £433,-
000 for educational purpdses, leaving a
moderate surplus for amy contingenc-
ies that might arise.

AIMS OBJECTS, AND BENEFITS

OF THE
SONS OF ENGLAND

BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.
2

Organized in Toronto, December 12¢h, 1874,

To Englishmen and Sons of Englishmen :

The mission of the Society is to bring
into organized union all true and
worthy Englishmen ; to maintain their
national institutions and liberties and
the integrity of the British Empire;
to foster and keep alive the loving
memcry of Old England, our native
and Mother land ; to elevate the lives
of its members in the practice of
mutual aid and true charity—caring
for each other in sickness and adversity
and following a deceased brother with
fraternal care and sympathies;, when
death comes, to earth’s resting place.

Great Financial Benefits, viz.: Sick
pay, Doctor’s attendance and medicine
and Funeral Allowance are accorded.
Healthy men between the ages of 18
and 60 years are received into member-
ship. Honorary members are also
admitted. Roman Oatholic English-
men are not eligible.

Reverence for and adhesion to the
teachings of the Holy Bible is insisted
on.

Party politics are not allowed to be |

discussed in the lodge room.

The Society is secret in its progeed-
ings to enable members to protect each
other and prevent imposition—for

which purpose an initiation Ritual is
provided, imposing obligations of
fidelivy to rne principies of tne Society
on all who join it.

The Society is making rapid growth
and has lodges extending over Canada

from the Atlantic to the Pacific shores,
having a membership upwards of 13,-
000 at present, the ratio of increase
being far greater as the Society’s in-
fluence and usefulness is better known.
Lodges have been started South Africa
and will soon probably be started in
England, etc.

The Beneficiary (Insurance) Depart-
ment is providing insurance to the
members for $1,000 or $2,000 as desired,
at the minimum cost, unsurpassed by
any other fraternal Society in Canada,
and is conducted on the assessment sys
tem. The assessments are graded. A
total disability allowance is also, cov-
ered by the certificates in class A
There are no disability claims in class
“B.” No Englishmen need join other
organizations when the inducements of
this Department are considered.

Englishmen forming and composing
new lodges derive exceptional advant-
ages in the initiation fees, and 12 good
wen can start a lodge.

In our lodge rooms social distinctions
are laid aside and we meet on the
common level of national brotherhood,
in patriotic association for:united coun-
sel and effort in maintaining the great

[ principles of our beloved Society. As

such we can appeal to the sympathetic
support of all true Englishmen—ask-
ng them to cast in their lot with us,
thereby swelling the grand roll of those
bound together in fraternal sympathies
and in devotion to England and the
grand cause of British freedom.

Any further information will be
cheerfully given by the undersiged.

JOHN W. CARTER,
Grand Secretary

now £144,000,000, which was a matter
for congratulation ag far ag it was due

they laugh and say that everybody does
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Shaftesbury Hall,
Toronto, Ont.

Lodge Directory
OF THE

Danghters of @uglnud.

Belleville.

Rose of England No. 23, meets in the SO E
Hall Belleville, on second and fourth Friday of
each month. Visitors always welcome,

Miss A. Corham, Sec.

Hamilton.

Princess Royal No 4—Meets 1st and
Thursdays, of each month in Queen’s Hi
cor of Herkimer and Queen streets. Visitors

welcome.
Mrs. F. E. Lane, Pres. Mrs. John Tulk, 8eo.,
141 Cartharine street.

Queen Victoria No. 1, D. O, E. B, 8., Hamil-
ton, meets in Reliance Hall, corner James and
Rebecca Sts,, on the first and third Fridays of

each month.
B. Butten, Pres. Mrs. J. Haney, Sec.
137 Mary street.

Montreal.

St. George No. 20—Meets every 2nd and 4th
Wednesoay of each month in Fraternity
Hall, Wellington st, Montreal, P Q.; visttors
always welcome. .

Mrs. A. Tarling, Pres. | Mrs. H. Bradbury, Sec.

97 Ryde street.

Erantford.

Pride of the West, No, 27—Meets in the
Orange Hall evely 1st and 3rd Tuesday in
each month, Visitors always welcome.

Mrs. C. Dunnetf, Pres. Mrs. John Hayhurst,

Rec -Sec., 103 Cayaga st-

ST. THOMAS, ONT.

Louis: Neo. 3, D. 0. E. B. 8., St.
Thomas, meets in their Hail Talbot Street,
on 1st and 3rd Mondaﬁ of every month.
Visitors welcome. . W. Trump, Sec.,
J. Leach, Pres 154 Manitoba

Princess

Winnipeg.

Princess Christian No. 24. D.0.E.B.S., meets
in S.0. E. Hall, Stobart Block, 490 Portage

Ave., on and 4th Wedn 8 in each
month, Visit always wel

Mrs. G.Davis, Pres. Clark, Sec.,

Cor. Flora Ave and Charles st.

To'omn

Princess Alberta No. 7.—Meets on the 1st and
3rd Thursdays of each month in Dingman’s
Hall, Queen st. K., corner Broadview Ave.
Visitors heartily welcomed. Juveniles meet
every 3rd Thursday.
T. Johnson, Pres. Leonard Geo. Cross, Sec.,
604 Gerrard st. e,, Toronto,

VIOTORIA, B.C.

Princess Alexandria, No 18—Meets the 1st

and 3rd Thursday at 8 p.m. in Daughers

o E¥land Hall, View st. Visitors welcomed.
s

ow, Pres. Miss Alice Iredale, Sec.
J. FOSS & SONS,

‘PRACTICAL

CARRIAGE MAKERS

IN ALL BRANCHES.
Repairing of all kinds.
343 WELLINGTON ST.
COR. LYON

YU WANT
PHOTOS |

YOU WANT
THEM GOOD "

BETTER G0 TO
JARVIS, 117 Sparks St.

DR. ARMSTRONG;,
DENTIST,
Ofiice and Residence, 77 Sparks 8t., Ottawa.
(OVER TARR’S BAZAAR.)
Artificial Teeth, without pla a
specialty. ~Almost painless operation.
TELEPHONE, - - - 9. g

MARSHALL & FUDGE

UPHOLSTERY DEPARTMENT

Interior Furnishings our Con-
stant Study.

Our Special Advantage: The best of
talent, assuring artistic merit. Stock
unexcelled in variety and extent. Un-
limited resources. We especially
solicit correspondence. Carpeting and
Upholstery.

291 and 293 MARIA St,
- (Near Bank.)
Telephone 1691.

Established 1869.

T. Force
FAMILY BOOT & SHOE STORE

130 Bank Sireet.

A large and val;iod S_mck of La,ﬂios’,
Gentlemens’ and Childrens’

at moderate prices, suitable for all
seasons of the year, always
on hand.
‘

Repairs neatly and promptly

‘| executed.

BOOTS. SHOES AND SLIPPERS,




