1885.)

general acclamation, been showered up:
Principal Sir William Dawson.” The valedictory next
referred to the presence of lady students,and the remark-
able suceess they had achieved, Their presence besides
correcting false notions about the intellectual ¢ pacity
of the ladies might incidentally lead to the discarding
of that relic of ages passed away, the gown. It was not
to be expected that graduates just leaving t!civ college
had no observations to make upon benelicial changes
which might be made. Loyalty to their Alma Mater
should not lead to a | of discrimination between
what was good and what ought to be remedied. The
best members of any society or corporation were those
who quick to recognize the nece sity for reforms were
equally willing to bear a part in e cting them,
establishment of a general dinit g-hall would be an
improvement in the college life of MeGill. In ad-
dition to the saving of time and increase of comfort,
such an institution would strengthen that feeling of
community of interest, which attendance together on
lectures did not sufficiently promote amongst the stu-
dents. In conclusion, the undergraduates were urged
to foster the athletic sports, tak part in the work of
the debating society, and support the coll paper.
While competing with those of the opposite sex in a
fair and generous rivalry they could exhibit a courtesy
and respect i their treatment of the lady students
which would go far to render casy the o ying on of
partinl co-education at McGill. The diligence which
weold comprehend more than the mere range of cut
and dried course laid down would give. better alaim
to the rank of seholar, while upon their conduet the
reputation of the college greatly depended. In bidd-
ing a formal farewell the class of 1885 left ifs record
for its immediate successors to apjrove of or else im-
prove upon.

When the lady-students were called forward to re-
ceive their pri a storm of applause greeted them,
indicative of the sincere congratulations of their com.
petitors of the opposite sex.

THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE

Prof. Bovey, Dean of the Faculty of Applied Science,
then read the results in his Faculty. The graduates
were the following :—H. V. Thompson (Lansdowne
Medal, Skelton prize, and six other prizes, for various
subjects) C. W, Trenholme, B.A. (British Association
Medal), E. McC. Macy, (Honors in Natural Science and
prize), €. P. Mathewson, (Honors in Natural Seience

on the head of

The |

| convocation day.”

and prize), Samuel Fortier, (Prize in heat and heat |

engines) Jude Routhier, and T. W. Lesage. Mr.
Fortier, B.A.S. was called on to read the valedictory
for the graduating class in Science,

The first part of it was devoted to a thoughtful, out-
spoken and manly examination of the coll ge course
which the class had just completed. In a zealous and
patriotic tote he dwelt on the disinterested and faith-
fal work of their p 8, and on the benefits of the
montal training received. “ Far be it,” says he, “ from
us o feel ungrateful for that spirit of zeal and unsel-
fishness which has been shown by the professors in our
behalf.” Again, “our intellects have been trained, not

by long iatervals of rest-during the first part of the
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session followed by spasmodis efforts near the lose,
but sather by steady application during every day
thronghout the session.”

Notwithstinding, however, the admirable spirit of
the . ddress towards good, old MeGill, the writer takes
oceasion to speak of the dissa tion felt by many of
the most earnest and thoughtiu! students on account of

ience faculty.

some of the features of the work of the sci

Here, though, he is too loyl to rudely complain.  So
much useful and wise instruction has been given as to
render it difficult to speak of the drawbac! Sut that

there are imperfections, and that the writ perienc-
ed them, is plainly shown by vhe address, “ We know
not yet,” he says, how much we shall be benefitted by
the course now completed, or how much of the know-
ledge obtained will be serviceable to us in our future
We know not yet whether the four best
of ourl ould have been more profitably spent
ield. The answers to such enquiries
can ouly be given after years of time, and upon the
verdict which time shall give depends to a great extent
the success of the Science Faculty.” In another place,
ert with satisfaction that a large part of the
work of the course has heen effected by our unaided
exertions. The arduous task of solving problems in
engineering science has vot heen recomplished withou*
some discoutent on the part of the students. There
have been times when vnable, after hours of hard study,
‘o perform well the tasks assigned us, our spirits have
visen in rebellion against the severe mental discipline
to which we were subjected.  Even now the recollec-
tion of these trials is too vivid to permit that outflow
of thanks with which professorsare usually deluged on
He adds, in his encomiums on the
good deeds of the citizens of Montreal. “We entreat
youto guard the interests of the infant Faculty of
Applied Science in the future as you have done in the
past. Such a department is essential to the country
and if through want of accomodation or the necessary
equipments it usefulness be restiicted here, other
universities will receive the students who would Lave
gladly come to MeGill.

The other chief topics of the valedictory were the
importance of the science of engineering and the enter-
prises of the student outside of his immediate class
work. Under these enterprises we have reference to
Athletic Sports in which a well merited compliment is
paid to the Professor of Surveying. Reference is also
made to the Reading Room and the McGill University
Gazette.  On the subject of engineering we have the
following eloquent passage: *“ Already the members
of the engineering profession have exerted a mighty
influence in the development of the country. The
bridges which span our wide rivers, the channels cut
by human agency to overcome their rapids the valua-
ble ores obtained from mines, the machinery in use,
the locomotive whose shrill whistle wakens the dwell-
ers on Acadian shores, resounds through the forests of
New Brunswick, rouses to increased activity the in-
habitants along the Banks of the St. Lawrence, fright-
ens the w'ld herds on Saskatchewan plains, rever-
berates from peak to peak of the Selkirks, and finally
dies away on the bosom of the broad Pacific ; all attest
to the genius and skill of the engineer.”

reers.




