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to the amount of $500,000. The City owns i's own
telephone  system, which 1s an excellent onc, s
mstalling its own electric hight system, operates its
own present water supply and is preparing to
instal a permanent supply from Woodworth Lake,
which will be a gravity system second to none cn
the Continent.

“With the great stretch of country traversed by
the Grand Trunk behind us; with the greatest
halibut banks in the world right at our doors; with
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the Queen Charlotte 1slands only eighty miles in |

front of us, which are a lhttle Empire of them-
selves, rich in timber, coal and agricultural lands;
with the salmon pack of

the Skeena River; the |

mineral development at Stewart; the trade of the |

Canadian Yukon; with the Canadian Alaska trade;
and with the Oriental
come to this port, by reason of the port being <o
much nearer, Prince Rupert has certamly every
reason to be cheerful.”

Progress of the G. T. P,

Mr. E J. Chamberhin of the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway, interviewed 1 Vancouver, on s
way from Winnipeg to Prince Rupert, for the final
inspection of the year of the various works the
Grand Trunk Pacific has ander construction ex-

trade, which is bound to |

pressed the opinion that the end of 1913 will see |
the completion of the new transcontinental ratlway. |

“The line on the east end,” said Mr. Chamberlin,
“is now nearly two hundred miles west of Edmon-
ton, and we hope before the end of January to
have the track at the Athabasca River, the entrance
to the Yellowhead Pass. Work from there o
I'éte Jaune Cache is very heavy, mostly rock, and
will be carried on vigorously all winter

“The line east from Winnipeg to Fort William |

is nearing completion and we have been hauling
grain over it since about October 1. It s l'xpmh-(l
that it will be ready for passenger traffic early in the
spring of 1611,

“The work has progressed remarkably well on
the transcontinental during the past season, and
there are many long stretches of track at the pre-
sent time. For instance, north of North Bay, on
what i1s known at the Abitibi section, there will be
250 miles of track in one section next season; west
of Quebec there is already 200 miles of track com-
pleted, and the line from Levis to Moncton 1s also
nearing completion, and it is hoped will be ready
for service at the end of next year.

“If the good progress which hag marked the
present year 1s continued, the track should be con-
nected up by the end of 1913, but, of course, there
will be much work to do to complete the railway
after the line is connected.

“The labor situation is somewhat improved all
round, but there must necessarily be a stringency
in the labor market until many of the large works
which are now under way are completed. For -
stance, this company, in addition to its main line
work, has six branches under construction on the
prairies, aggregating a mileage of something lke
1,000 miles. In addition to this, the Canadian
Pacific and Canadian Northern are carrying on a
large amount of construction work, ull of which
tends to keep the labor market short”
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Mr. F. W. Thompson on the Progress of the West.

Mr. F. W. Thompson, vice-president and man-
aging director of the Ogilvie Flour Mills Com-
pany, gave an mmportant interview m Winnipeg on
his return from an extensive trip through Manmitoba,
Alberta and Saskatchewan.  Ie expressed himself
as profoundly impressed with the progress of ‘the
West. “The various cities and towns visited,” he
sard, “show such a substantiality as to cause one
to wonder what stll greater development 15
store for this western empire.  Calgary, certainly,
s now a city of extraordinary activity. On my
last visit there, some ten years ago, the population,
| believe, was in the neighborhood of 5,000 people.
Fo-day T understand it 15 over 45,000, Edmonton,
Saskatoon, Medwme Tlat, Regina, Moose Jaw,
ethbridge, show evidence of  extroordin ll'). ad-
vantceineit Lhie same 15 tue of Winnipeg. Some
eight years ago when | left here to take up my
residence in the east, the population then was only
cqual to what Caigary 1s to-day.”

Mr. Thompson expressed the opmion that any
change from existing conditions, especially looking
towards any form of reciprocity with the United
States would have a very bad eftect upon the whole
Domimion, in that confidence would be disturbed
and values sutfer in every quarter. On the ques-
tion of this year's crop, he said ‘So far as |
can judge, we see no reason to change our former
estimate of the crop. The marketing has  been
unusually free this fall, owing, no doubt, to the
v’\ll'(‘ill(‘]) favorable conditions which have obtam-
ed throughout the country, coupled with the ex-
cellent car supply and transportation  fucihities
generally. 1 understand there has been mspe ted
up to the present something over 40,000,000 bu hels
of wheat, and the movement to the lake front has
wen correspondingly rapid. Taking these figures
1s a basis, and adding the quantity of wheat now
i the interior elevators and m transit and after
providing for seed requirements, 1t would mean
that fully 76 per cent. of the available wheat has
ilready been marketed.  This 1s a greater propor-
tion than has ever been the case of any previous
season at the same time.”

Reference was also made by Mr. Thompson to
the question of the conservation of moisture, which
is a matter, he considered, that should engage the
attention of the farmers. Asked as to further
milling extensions, Mr. Thompson referred to the
fact that the total milling capacity of Canada
to-day is much in excess of the requirements of the
country; in fact, the existing capacity discounts
the future to an extent representing a population
of nearly 40 millions. Moreover, those who have
investigated the subject carefully consider that
no relief from over-production can be expected
from the export trade. The present milling capa-
city of Great Britamn s equal to the entire re-
quirements, and other countries generally have
protected  their milling industries by discri-
minatory duties i favor of home manufac-
ture. Mr. Thompson also referred to the sugges-
tions of Government ownershin of terminal eleva-
tors and remarked that it seemed to him that it
would be necesary to go far beyond the terminals
at Fort William and Port Arthur. “It would be

necessary,” said Mr. Thompson on this point, “to
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