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NEWFOUNDLAND.
By Rev. A, William Lewis, B.A,, B.D.

Newfoundland is Britain’s 'most an-
clent colony. For a <entury it enjoyed
this distinction. For two more it was
undiscovered. and laws were passed by
the influence of monopolists forbidding
its use, except as a flake, for drying the
fish caught in its waters. The fisher-
men were not allowed even” to make
gardens jn summer, and for the winter
they were compelled to return to their
homes in the Motherland. Only in very
recent years have its resources been dis-
covered. Thus Terra Nova is not the
misnomer that it at first seems. Very
much of the island is still virgin soil.

The Reids have done the most to open
up the island. They have built a rail-
way from St. John's on the east to Port
aux Basques on the west, 548 miles, in
the form of.an arc, tou hing much of
the coast on the north and west. This
wias opened for traftic in July, 1898. A
fine steamer, 5.8. ‘“Bruce,” connects®
Port aux Basques with North Sydney,
in a six hours' sea trip across Cabot
strait. The same company, the Reid
Newfoundland, has a fleet of steamers
plying around the coast and up Lubra-
dor. Other steamers run in opposition
on the littoral, and ocean liners call at
the capita). Thus at last Newfoundland
is easy of access to Canadians and Am-
ericans. .

The sporting world is beginning to
turn its eye upon Newfoundland's en-
chanting game arecas. The deer drink
in the streams where the salmon sport.
The rallway will set you down among
the caribou by the river's side. The out-
ing world is coming, too, wuen the heat
of the continent is oppressive, and the
rush of the city too taxing. The whole
coast is a series of most ocharming
soenes. Few days are hot, for the cool,
bracing air of northern waters tempers
the rays of the sun; and often the
breath of the iceberg fans the locks of
convalescents. Capital is beginning to
realize that this {J a legimate field
for successful operations. The island is
believed to be rich in copper, iron, and
coal. Certainly Bell Island, in Con<ep-
tion Bay, is one of the most wonderful
deposits of iron in all the world. It
was secured first by the Nova Scotia
Steel Company, and a part was sold to
the Dominion Steel Company. Both
companies are working it extensively.
Copper is being successfully mined at
Tily Cove. It is thought that the coal
areas of Cape Breton are continued in
Newfoundland. The future will reveal
the treasures now hidden. The mineral
exports of the last fiscal year were $1,-
288,565. The forests of the west coast,

pecially, are of i value. The
Newfoundland Timber Estates is the
largest company, incorporated in 1903,
with a capacity of 300,000 feet daily. The
Harmsworths, of London, have just se-
ocured extensive areas, and have begun
their pulp mill, from which our island
expects great things, There is also much
good agricultural land hitherto unde-
veloped, because the inhabitans have
looked to the harvest of the sea for
their living. The fisheries vary from
year to year, but they are already too
well known to need any words in this
brief article.

French rights around Newfoundland
have been the prolific source of much
ill feeling and strife. It is not merely
the possession of St. Pierre and Mique-
lon on the “Banks” of the south, but
especially the rights given the French
fishermen on the west coast, around to
Cape St. John on the north, where the
trouble has arisen. This has long been
the bone of contention between Great

Britain and France. Now it seems that
a satisfactory understanding has been
reached: and these two nations are on
better terms than heretofore. It is be-
lieved that gradually the friction will
enlirely disuppear.

Our present Governor is 8ir William
MacGregor, a very scientific as well as
most practical man. Having made a
name for himself in his former sphere
of rule, he hus set himself earnestly to
his present task of advancing Newfound-
laud to a front rank in the world. Boon
after his coming in 1904 he made a re-
cord in his “Report to the Colonial Sec-
retary on the trade and commerce of
Newfoundland.” This is what we might
expect, knowing him to be a Scotsman
and & Presbyterian. Lady MacGregor
and the beautiful daughters most grace
fully uphold the exalted name of the
Government House.

St. Johns is the metropolis, a city of
32,000, Its safe harbor is well known,
and the enterprise of its citizens. Tts
electri ity for its street cars and its light
is  generated by water  power,
nine miles out, at Petty Harbor. The
spiritual well-being of the city is in the
hands of a strong force. There are two
cathedrals and a large number of
churches, with a variety of beliefs suf-
ficien tto meet the idiosyncrasy of each
conscience. "

Harbor Grace is the “second city."” Tts
population is over 5,000, and it is beau-
tifully situated on a lovely harbor, off
Conception Bay. By rail it is seventy-
five miles to St. Johns, as the bay runs
far inland. It has a boot factory, a
seal, a whale, and a freezer for cod oil.
It has a cathedral and four churches,
and a newspaper. Tourists come in the
summer from St. Johns, New York, Bos-
ton, ete. In the winter the mercury
seldom falls below zero. Last winter
had the worst storm in fifty years, and
the winter scene in Harbor Grace, ac
companying this, is unusual, We very
seldom see any fog, though some that
pass Newfoundland in the ocean grey-
hounds think otherwise. There is fog
on the Grand Banks. Last summer I
did not see an iceberg. This summer a
few have come within the range of vision
northward.

Newfoundland sits at the mouth of the
8t. Lawrence, like a swan ruffled by the
storms of the boisterous Atlantic. She
has not yet annexed Canada, nor the
United States of America. The island
is a part of the continent geologically.
It is not what was left over, but the
outerop of the early formations which
form the foundations of America.

It seems strange to us that althongh
Newfoundland was discovered only five
years after the discovery of America by
Columbus, the history of this great
island has hitherto been a sealed book.
and it is only after four centuries of iso-
lation, by the completion of the Trans-
Insular Railway, through the heroic and
persistent efforts of the late R. G. Reid,
that her people have been brought in
touch with the outside world. During
all this long time the conditions of life
there were most primitive, and genera-
tion after generation has existed, con-
fronting the pitiless rigors of the eli-
mate in winter and the terrors of the
sea. Tt was from this hard disipline of
rivation. isolation and self-sacrifice that
erolo qualities were evolvad. This,
then, is the bounteous reward, of far
greater worth than all mate:ial gains,
which Nature gives to those who abide
continually with her, and whose destin-
jes are inually in her keepi

But if those of us whose lives have
been cast amidst the stirring scenes of
this fast advancing age, coming to this
peaceful land, have new and valuable
ideas to impart, so we have in turn much

to guin. To rest for a time from life's
warfare amidst these tranquil scenes, is
to gain new health and nobler aspira-
u‘onﬂ.{ It is to realize the true import
0 €.

The best time to visit this beautiful
land is, of course, in the summer. 1f & ew
weeks can be spared, it will richly repay
the city worker to visit one of these typi-
cal Newfoundland fishing vilages, whose
hardy, rugged fishermen have for gener
ation after generation braved the perils
of the sea and gone on in the way of
their fathers in Nature's own way, that
we find a sympathetic, humane and
kindly people, who dwell in peace and
contentment. It is a picture of natural
repose and tranquil lives, when the visi-
tor witnesses such scenes and leaves be
hind the world of bustle, trade and
show. He has forgotten its strifes, its
anxieties and its ambitions; its strug
gles, its weariness and its vanities are
things of the past. He has entered into
a world apart, into a different existence,
where true peace abides. The needs of
man are few: his desires are many. It
is little to supply his needs; his desires
are the source of his woes. Who, tossed
on the ever restless billows of life's sea,
ever seeking, but never finding rest,
would not learn a lesson of wise living
from these happy and contented vil-
lagers of Newfoundland? They are
never in a hurry. The bustle and worry
of our life is unknown to them, and yet
on all sides we may find, not wealth.
but genuine evidences of thrift and
plenty. In the summer and early fall
it is an inspiration to see the abundant
crops, to inhale the pure air, laden with
the odors of new mown hay, and to look
upon the cultivated land, adorned with
well kept hmnes\in which even the
stranger finds genuine hospitality. And
for these reasons Newfoundland is at-
tracting more interest each year among
visitors from the United States, from
Canada, and elsewhere than ever.

On account of the “fog banks"” on the
fishing grounds when passing on our
European voyage, many infer that New-
foundland is enveloped in almost per-
petual fogs in summer, and given over
to intense cold and a succession of snow
storms in winter. It is true that it par
takes of the general character, to a
great extent, of the North Ameri-an eli-
mate, and is therefore much colder than
lands in the same latitude in the Old
World, but in th: American sense of the
term it is by no means a cold country.
In summer it is simply delightful.

The scenery of the island is unus-
ually fine. As a sanitarium, or health
resort, Newfoundland is likely to take &
high place, when once accommodations
for travellers and invalids are provided.
and for this arrangements are now in
progress. There is something peculiarly
balmy, soothing and yet invigorating in
the summer breezes, whether on sea or
land. whih cools the fevered brain and
smooths the tired brow.

St. Andrew’s Manse, Harbor Grace.

1t is better to be beaten in the strees
of life than to be wvictorious; if the
victory can only be won by unholy alli-
ance. Tt is better to live in obscurity
than to be lifted irto public notice by
methods repugnant to moral sense. 1t
is better to be goor, and filled with
the cunsolations of Christ, than to be
rich and empty hearted. It is better
to be loved by a child than to be flat
tered by those whose only purpose is
to serve persomal ends.—“Tiklewellian
Ethics.”




