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Fditor Dominion Preshvterian:

T have just finished reading the
thoughtful and carefully prepmred pamph
let upon Church Union. from the pen of
Dr. Robert Camphell. of Montreal.

1t is quite unnecessary to sy {hat
anvthing which Dr. Campbell might fael
called nwpon to give to the pubhe would
be worthy of the earnest attention of
intelligent minds: but in this most vein-
able contribution to the discussion uno
the pronosed union of the great ew
eal churches, venture to helieve that Dr.
Camrhell hae excelled himaelf: and %as
1id the whale chureh under an obliga'ion
to him for presenting the other . and
voverling the dangerons nossibilities that
threaton the too presipitnte purpose of
effeoting Organic Tnion.

Withont reflecting unon the intention
of the most ardent advoeates of Union.
amenz whom T numher many persom!
and most valned friends, T may he per
mitted to sav that the ehurches are in
grave dunger of heing stamneded into a
conrse of action. the resnlts of which
may nrove a lasting impediment to the
nrosrese and  sniritng]  develonment of
Christ’s kinedem.  “Fnreah for Union™
ie a sort of r nolitieal «logan: and
anv who eannat frame their lips to re
wre regarded hy some, at least
as ecclesinstion]  fossils.  whose eonnsels
are dark withont knowledze, and whent
it were hetter to ignore.

TPeenonizing this danger. and
onslv Meing what i elaimed (ri
wronolv) to he the tide
jon. Dr. Camnhell enters
tive examination of the di y
ine the whale anestion of corporate union.
and nresents them with such clearness ns
envely must give panse to leaders in the

DR. CAMPBELL
UN

iternte it

eonrage

into an exhane-
enlties attend

maovement

Tt is not myv onrnose, Mr. Editor, to
freatise, save very
eallys bt thther if T mav. throneh the
eolimns of the Dominion Preshvterian,
diveet attention of vonr readers to the
Wet veferred to, mhlished hy the
Trown Co. Limited, 224 St°
Catharine street. Mantreal, and sold for
ox conte a stndvy of which will nrenare
AN moamhore of the ehnreh to give voiee
ynd vate wnan TTnica with a greater de-
wvoe of intelliconee thhn otherwise they
werdd nrohahly he ahle to do

e twn nrincinal areuments in favor
union, name'v. first, the
ananemizing of men and monev. and. ser
and  the realizing of Our Tord's prayer
fam wnite are eritieally sxamined.

With parard to the former of these it
te fybnkly acknowledoed that there has
heen an exnenditure of men and of money
tn ot o few of the villases and raral set-
Semente. hy the churches sendine in two
av hrpe nreachers where one wonld have
aMoed ”  TRnt it is alen nointed ont
that these are the very situations where
“T'nian" i« most 'ke'v to he inonerative
“The irritations resulting from rivalry, do
not eive nromise of éisv evalescence, Tt
won'd he. of conrse, within the power of
an Unted Chureh to say ‘Come together,
and work together, or we will leave von
to your own resources’ But even if
that were possihle, wonld it he right®”

This is an aspect of the subiect, which
1 helieve. not many have considered. TRe-
ligiovs convictions for the most part are
intense, Any attempt at coercion will at
ance he stoutly resisted. and the very
loealities where the desiderated economy
ie songht to he illustrated, will hecome
the nuclei of other and independent do
nominations,

Moreover, this argnment as it applies
to the Home Mission work of the church
i« fairly met and abundantly answered.
All are wgreed as to Home Missions he
ing an integral part of the church’s activ

review this synonti-

Thetor

of rorvorate

ity.  Regarded from a patriotie or re-
Jelous point of view, “ it is of the ut-
m consequence that the pioneer set
tlers, a large proportion of whom are
voung men, perhaps not yet confirmed
either in their convictions or their hahits,
should he fol'owed hy the safe-rumrding
influences of the € in order that
the truth sown in their memories and
treasured in their conseiences. as tanght
them in the homes, Sabbhath schools and
whurches, in which they were trained,
should not wholly perish.”

Mut what is to he the hase of sum'v
whenee are to come the means of meet
ing all this necessity. if not the tlready
zed congrezations?  And henee the
very pertinent and self evident statement
that “the work of the ministre in the
organized  congregations thronghont Can
ada, including the mamy now in the
Creat West, is out of sight more imnort
tant than  any or all of the Mission
schemes or ofher undertakines which the
peonle are ealled upon to maintain.

One hesitates to make the statement
in 0 broad and positive terms. lest he
mav he regarded as wanting in true mis-
sionary zeal.  “Peginning at
is the nota hene of our Lord

Jernsalem”
who knew.

as all  Tis  thoughtful  followers munst
know, that the measure of the church's
efficiency in any department of her work

it her active lovalty to Wim in doctrine
ond pelity, Tt will not do te sidetrack
the question as to what the church is

and is doi inter e, for what in enr
ovinion she mav bhe ahle to accomnlich
if she were organized upon a different
hasis

Tn a very important section of his

pamnhlet, the eantion of which fe @@
cess Unlikelv” Dr, Camnbell verv farce.
fully defends onr nresent svstom af anara

tion in Tome Mission felds

g mara

tional and effective than the nlan eon-
templated hy vrometers of covve o oon
jon,  Te savs: “Daoes

inem. honest enthnsinem it ie

of those who contemnlated the trinmnh
J rh \
s to the nre

of onv oy which mieht
of the nar
wver all the ohstacles lvine in
of an ahserntion of the
mixed nonnlation of the Weet
of taking the
and of trreting ta hn
admittalle ha tha
ehnrohee shan'd
thev

nt novatialione
the
elements in the
aftor N

savor Tard’s eance wndor
man's nrotection
man vlans. as wenld
ense if the three
don  the methods
hold to he host
on which thev ean aoree
which is nrohlemati-al?

mand a reconstrocted chnreh

ahan
whirh envoralle
for same madified mathnd
the sneeess of
Thaee wha de
and arwne
that the new comhination of farces there
Ty to he eeenred for meetine the amor.

goney in the mission fielde of the Creat
West, have last faith in the ehnrchoe ae
they are at nresent constituted nat he.
eanse they are mot Serintnral. hmt he.
eanse they do not geem to he ahle to for
nish the agencies reanired for the oreat
task nssumed to he set hefare them

Tt mav he that unioniste have not eon-
sidered the severity of the strictnres im-
plied in sa radieal a denarture from the
use and wont of the church. a methad
that is in line with that adonted hy Our
Tord in the bezinning, and that has heen
and is being hlessed in all our pioneer
work.

The #econd and seemingly more wogent
argument (although it must he charae-
terized as puerile, of not worse) put
forward by some (not all) advocates of
union, is that the Lord’s praver for the
unity of Tls peonle, in likeness to the
unity of the Father and the Son, de-

mands an organie union of the churches,

If thi= were the interpretation of the
passage in John 17:21:22, it is clear that
opponents of union are chargeable with
violation of the divine ideal, and of Cod's
final purpose. But when one turns to the

true exegesis, that exegesis which ix ne-
cessrry in order to ve in harmony with
many of the sayings of Chirst, and the
teachings of the apostles, it is difficult
to repress the thought that either an un-
pardonable ignorance on the one hand or
a purpose to secure a snap verdict from
the people on the other, has prompted
not a few advocates of union to cite this
passage as an evidence that Christ de-
#iderated  corporate  unien  of  the
churches,

1t will he worth while for anvone who
has heen misled by this so-called argu-
ment, to read earefully Dr. Camphell's
treatment of it,

But T fear. Mr. Editor, that T have al-
ready trespassed upon vour space. If
what T have written shall have the effect
of bringing Dr. Camnhel”s pamphlet he-
fore the thonghtful consideration of the
church, mv nornose in writing will have
heen aceomplished.

E. R. HUTT.

Tngersoll.

CREDIT TO PRESBYTERIANISM,

The death of Professor Thomas Smith,
DD, TLD. the last survivor of the
disntion assemhly of the Seoteh chureh,
1843, ovelt to enll the attention of cer
ta'n enemies of the chnreh to the ehar
acter of men fonnd in ite palnit. D
Smith was Veensed hy the Preshetery
of Fdinhmreh in 1878 Tle wae one of
these evangelieal minictors Tately char
acterized by the nresident of a aecond
rate eclleae in Ameriea as “onlv fitted
to eomfort a few sisters weaker than
Tord Kelvin said of Pm
fossor Speith that he was one of the
firest  arvithwet'ciane  nrodveed by the
nineteenth centurv. and at 78 veirs of
noe he leotnred hefore the Rritich Acs.
cintion wron “the extension of *he 'agar.
ithm tahles  to the twentysecond or
twentrdhind vlaee”  After he had lone
rasend his threescore vears and fen. he
Tohared

themealpa

nron  a mathematien]l treatise
which wae Toft incommlete at hie death
at #0 apd PineVeh soiemfiste are search-
fre Mlaently for & man comnelent ‘o

comvlete it Fe translated into Foalich
worke of iwvortemee from the Cerman
and the French: gave to his conntre a
neww franclation of Bacon’s “Novem (0
mnem M apd edited %y volvmes  of
fhe writinge of the Puritan divines. Vet
e origing’ wodlen won'd comat'tnte a
Thrary by themselves,  And withal. he
wis a foreien missionary for vears in
Tndia: a home missionary in the shims
of Glasgow. and a volrmteer nurse dur-
ing enidemies of hoth cholera and small-
In India he condueted religions ser
e as chanlain of the Gorlon Hizh-
Ianders under the immednte fire of the
sepoys.  In his vouth he navieted a
ship from Madras to Caleutta when the
sailors were found to be drunk and in-
comretent, And he died as he had lived,
A simnle. cheerful  beVever in  Jesus
Christ and the gospels which reves! Him,

THE GREAT NORTH COUNTRY.

Nimrod was a mighty hunter, but had he
hunted in the "Temagami” region he would
have heen a mightier one,  Nimrod hunted
for glory, but Temagamians hunt for game.
Those Indians who made the first canoe of
birch bark long ago, were our greatest
henefactors.  The children of these In-
dians know the canoe and they know how
to nse it, and if yvou will go to Temagami
this summer they will paddle your canoe
in their own superb way. They will be
the bhest guides you ever had. Students
who camp in summer along the Temagami
lakes are able to do two years’ work in
one.  Finest of fishing and hunting. Fasy
of access by the Grand Trunk Railway
System.  For information and heautiful
deseriptive publication sent free apply to
(. T, Bell, Montreal.




