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erected a post for trading purposes at the confluence of the 
Ivewes and Felly Rivers. This place was called Fort Selkirk, 
and occupied a dangerous position, owing to the animosity of 
a tribe of Indians, known as the C'hilcats, along the Pacific 
("oast. From time immemorial they had kept the natives of 
the interior in abject submission, having defeated them in a 
great battle. They refused to allow them to cross the moun­
tains to trade with the white men on the coast, as they 
themselves did a thriving business as “ middlemen.” When 
they beheld the hated white race establishing a post in what 
they considered their rightful domain, and drawing away the 
principal part of the trade, their anger knew no bounds. 
Crossing the mountains, they floated down the river, and, 
without a word of warning, attacked the fort and razed it to 
the ground. Campbell was not present at the destruction of 
his trading-post, as, two years after its erection, he had started 
down the river to sec, at any cost, w hat lay beyond.

In the meantime another entry had been made into the 
Yukon region away to the north. In 1849, Mr. J. Bell, in 
the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company, crossed the Rocky 
Mountains, and descended the Porcupine River for three days' 
journey. In 184(> he returned, and moved down the river to 
its mouth till he reached a great stream, which the Indians 
told him was the Yukon. Believing this to be in British 
territory, Mr. A. H. Murray established a trading-post at 
this spot the following year, and called it Fort Yukon. It 
was here that the first missionary work was carried on by 
the Church Missionary Society, the scene of Archdeacon 
McDonald's wonderful labours for the Master.

In this brief outline of the discovery of the Mackenzie and 
the Yukon Rivers we have seen the brave efforts of these 
noble pioneers. We shall see now how they were followed 
by the great King’s messengers with the glorious Gospel of 
salvation.
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