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the Laws of the Country where the converfion happens.

If a Jamaica gentleman brings his Slave over to En-
gland, and anothei" takes his Slave into his fcrvicc, it

IS admitted the o\/ner cannot maintain Trover for him
there. The rcafon is obvious—becaufe the Mafter

could have no property in him where the converfion is

laid : And no Man can bring Trover for any thing ia

which he has no property. But ftill, although the

Mafter has no property in the perfon of the Negro,

while he remains in England, he may, in the cautious

language of Blackftone, poffibly retain a right to his fer-

vices.
—'* But can a Mafter remain intitled to the fervi-

•' ces of a Negro, and yet have no property in his per-
" fon ?" He alfuredly may : For although property al-

ways implies a power of difpofing of it, yet, when a

Negro lands in England, he is, co inftanti^ under the

prote6lion of the common Law, and therefore ceafcs to

be property there. He is now capable of acquiring

property, and of difpoftngof it afterwards; which would
be- nonfenfe, if he was not owner of himfelf.

*' But if he is truly owner of himfelf, how happens
" it that another Man fliould be intitled to his fervices ?"

Let Blackftone anfwer the queftion.—** Yet," fays he,
" with regard to any right which the Mafter may havtf

" acquired to the perfonal ferviccs of John or Tho-
" mas, this will remain cxadVly in the fame ftate as be-
" fore J for this is no more than the fame fubje6lion for

" life, which every Apprentice fubmits to for the fpacc
" of fevcn years, or ibmetimes for a longer term."—

»

Now, the Mafter did not acquire the perpetual fervice

cf John or Thomas, by his or their perfonal fubmif-

fion J for they never fubmitted either their j)erfons or

fervices to any Mafter, as Apprentices do. '' Yet, are

" this great Man makes to be fimilar ones ?"—By no
means, if this author is rightly underftood : For he

plainly


