
Special Committee Report.

going from this country. My first trip ^vas in 1S41. We left England inJune amy.ng at York Factory about tho niiddlo of August. Wore delayedf«etn„o at Stro.ness taking in suppiie.s. Saw soL ice in passagTof
btra.ts but were not detained on that occasion. Three ships came throughat same tune mthout detention. The ice was broken field ice. My secondtr.p was m 1855. We left York Factory towards the end of September Donot ren.ember that we saw any ice at all. Were not delayed at all. 1„I806 we left Lngland in June, and arrived at York lato in August. Saw
sonu, ice and were detained about two hours during our passage of the Straits.A steamer could easily have avoided the ice on that occasion. Think asteamship properly prepared for such navigation would have no difficulty inHudson s Straits at any time of the year. We had stormy weather oft" the
(Greenland coast on one occasion, but no bad weather either in the Straits oron Hudson s Bay. Saw no.fogs at any time on Hndson's Bay or Straits tomy recollection. Xcver resided on Hudson's Bay.
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*^' '"'''^^"^ °"' ^^ '^' ""'^««^ ^^y R^i'^vay scheme,and during the time I was in England in January last I conversed with many

persons in Liverpool and London as to the project. 1 also met in Londonsome gentlemen from Berlin and conversed with them. The opinion of allwith whom 1 conversed was that the Straits and Bay were navic^able forpower ul steamers the whole year round, except perhaps during the periodfrom the 15th May to 15th July, and even then they supposed tlfe navigation
to be difficult, but not impossible. There is a strong syndicate formed inLiverpool in which are some of the. largest steamship companies who arewilling to furnish vessels for opening an ocean route between the ports onHudson s Bay and Liverpool, on the assurance to them that a railway will bebunt. They have gone into the cjuestion very thoroughly, havin<r at theircommand the latest charts, log books and informatL resZJJZ
from the

<;
Depot des Carie de la Marine et Coionie^' at Paris. The verym of th,3 sjrndicsto heing prepared to enter into the scheme at their own
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