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Bymbolizes. *riiB Christian, like W Lord in. His public

miuistFy, closes his life as a child of G4»d as he began it,—

with a butial aiid resurrection. That upoirwhich our salva-

tion, and the salvation of the world depends,—burial and,^
resurrection, finds its image and counterpart in the act^f

Christian baptism. I know that it is regarded as a rite by

which we are admitted into the -visible church. But how

]fo«t can give ifethe prominence you do I cannot see. Wherb
.

,>

is your scripture for ffi? « .\ ,t u
The fact that there is only one passage in Scripture (John

iii: 5) that would seem to teach this doctrine hardly

warrants you in so concluding, especially as many regard

* Born of water ^' as meaning '* Botii of the word." Scrip-

ture expressions bear this out (Seie Eph. v : 26, "Washing

of water by the Word," John' xv; 3, "Clean through the

word/' Psa. 119: 9, etc.) Then, again, there is not a

single casein the New Testament where those baptwed^are

represented as being admitted yito the visible Kingdom

through the act of baptism. Much more might be said, but

I must leave it here for the present. ^
However, if you are right in giving ^aptism the plfcce in

the purpose of God you dov your conclusion concerning the

assurance of salvation mjist of necessity foliow[. And this

is how it.would stand; if,there is no salvation aj^rt from

baptism, there is no salvation for the unimmersed, for there

is" no Christian baptism apart from immersion. This la^t I

have moved. Aiid there is no toarrant under the sun for

chanqimi the form of the ordhuime; or modifyhui it m the

leasL Scripture is clear on this. And as to form, scarcely -

anything can be clearer to the unprejudiced mind. Ihe

testimony of the ages, of scholarsjiip, and of #cri't)ture is

plain, unmistakable and a unit. „ , . i. i.u

This sounds and feels harsh,- 1 know. But what other

conclusion can #e come to ? There is the Divine mould of

doctrine plainly laid down. Then a human invention,

wholly unauthorized by Revelati6n; is put in the place of jt

;

and for centuries administered by a part of Christendom^ tor

baptism in the name of the Holy Trinity. But that does

not makgifc right ; it does not fulfil the command. Poing
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