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most fully equipped statistical department i

v the world, Tt is practically o elearing
house for all the statisties of the Empire, other Departments publishing only admin

trative records, and these being in charge of officers trained in and appoin

the Central Office.  Tts chief funetion is the advising of the

rovernment o matters
of eeonomie poliey.  The Austrian system follows elose behind, Franee and Ttaly are
less centralized, but both have Statistical Commissions charged with broad powers of

co-ordination,  Russia is less advanced but has o Commission

3. In Great Britain, the census and vital statistios stand by themselves, but tl

general statistical tem largely conters under the Board of Trade,  Further consolid

ation, it may be said, is backed by weighty opinion® but the argument from economs
is, of course, less powerful where large offices are involved.  Tn the United State

though centralization has made greater strides than in Canada, it has dad to meet 1]

fact that appointments to the hi r positions are matters of patronage

4. But perhaps the most interesting example i< that of Australia, which may I
placed in a elass by itself. The confederation of the Australian colonics a few yvears
ago threw the original statistical system into the melting pot, making it necessary to
create a Commonwealth system and leaving the Government free to adopt the plan
which was adjudged the most eficient.  The system adopted was that of eentraliza
tion. In Australia the Central Statistical Office hias sinee 1906 controlled and pub
lished all the statistics of the Commonwealth

As remarked at the outset, the future will make demands of new and heavy

kind upon the administrative equipment of the Dominion, and especially upon the
equipment which is required for suceessful economie competition.  Of such equipment
statisties are the corner stone—the basie organization without which the endeavour
to meet new situations will be very seriously handieapped.  Unguestionably one of the
greatest lessons of the war is that organized co-ordinated effort is essential to pro
gress, if not to national existence itself,

It may be of interest therefore in conclusion to note what in Germany—the coun

try whose experience of the methods herein advoeated has been the n

ample and
who is the rival with whom our strength is chiefly to be measured-—is regarded as the
main weapon for the coming contest. * In these days,” says an eminent economist
and parliamentarian in a book which has just appeared (Mittel-europa, by Frederick

Naumann), * every Government ofli

s, every party and every society is pulling out its
notebook and putting down ideas for improvements after the war. | would wager
that three-quarters of these notebooks contain the words Better Organization.  Fichu
and Hegel nod approval from the walls,  The German ideal is and remains organiza-
tion, not random impulse; reason, not a blind struggle. It is with this that we shall
have our great period of history, like other people in other times with other arts and
excellences, It is our period that is dawning.”

R. . COATS,
Dominion Statistician and Controller of Census
CeNsUs axp STaristics OFFICE,

O1TAWA, October 1, 1916,

* As, for example, that of the | Sir « rles Dilke who sald (190 pressing
need s that we should hand over to a Statistical Department those statistios which are collected
by various Departments in the course of administrative work, and of which the publication is
not necessary for the purposes of administration. This Statistical Department should arrange
such statistios (except those purely administrative) as are collected by the other departments.”




