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For a h)ng time Ijotauical science, in the popular mind,

consisted chiefly of pulling t' "vers to pieces luid finding

their Latin names hy t'n us.- of the analytical key. All

the careful descriptions .1 the I itits o' slants in the chissic

hooks were viewed soLiy as conduciv. accuracy in placing

the pijper lahel upon herhariuni s|»«-eiin*'n8. Long after the

study of botany in the univei-sities '^«» liecorne l.iological

i-ather than purely systenatic, the o held sway in

our secondary schools; and perhaps ^ ' us to-day know

of high schools still working in tlie \v, i of that first ray

that pierced primeval darkness. How

cally passed away, and to-day life and i

cesses and its failures, absorb the att^ru

and zoiilogist. The knowledge of the nai, ""

animal is simply a convenience for discrimi^

ence. The systen^ vtic relations of a plan., u:

in showing present anatomical afiinities ant.

nient. The absorbing themes of investigation u

the life proces •'is and the means by which tVi

living in the world to-day have climl)ed upwai

themselves in the great realm of the " lit."

When the idea of nature study first dawned

tional world, it was inevitably confused with

on which it was based. Hence in earlier tin e

teach the nature study of plants by making the children pull

iii
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we tried to


