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Historical Society, and son of Hr. G. S. Griffin, and by the kindness 
of both of these gentlemen I am furnished with many interesting par­
ticulars. The letters extend from April, 1799, to November 4th, 1801 ; 
there are nearly a score of letters from Cartwright to the Count, most 
of them in French ; also a number of letters to the Count de Chains, 
who seems to have acted sometimes as his secretary, and in letters to 
Messrs. McGill, of Montreal, and to Hon. R. Hamilton, Queenston, are 
references to the Count’s affairs. First comes the reference to buying 
the property at Niagara, May 16th, 1799: “ The General, after staying 
for a month at the head of the lake, has bought Mr. Sheehan’s place on 
the Niagara River between Queenston and the Fort.” September 16th, 
1799, R. Cartwright <says : “ I have sent to a milliner at Montreal the 
models and samples with an order to send the goods as soon as possible.” 
The milliner’s materials must have been for Mrs. Smithcrs, 
the General’s mother-in-law, who presided over his household. 
“ I have also written to Messrs McGill to send for marcs, donkeys, the 
harness and guinea liens. The sheep and turkeys I expect to get here.” 
Another letter speaks of melon and other garden seeds, and of import­
ing shrubs and trees. Again comes a reference that shows he had 
one or more negro slaves. Although the act of 1793 arranged for the 
doing away of slavery, children who wore slaves were not to be free till 
a certain age. A letter of Cartwright speaks of having bought for him 
for “ cent piastres,” “ une petite negresse.” Again lie thanks de 
Puisaye for a present of peaches which were excellent, and which 
Madam Cartwright pronounced delicious. In connection with this, 
Mr. Warren, one of the late owners of the place, informs me that there 
were old pear trees with most delicious fruit ; although skilled in fruit- 
culture, he did not know the name, and has never seen any similar 
varieties. The Count was very anxious to build a windmill ; whether 
he succeeded is not known. Many passages in the letters speak of 
the machinery and other material, and abound in excuses for non­
arrival, and difficulty of getting workmen to build it. There seems, too, 
to have been a great deal of difficulty about a large iron kettle, which 
finally arrived. One letter speaks of a young Freneh-Canadian girl 
whom he had induced to go up on next ship as a servant, but next letter 
says she absolutely refused to go.

Several of the letters refer to the Marquis de Bcaupoil, who must 
have visited Cartwright before leaving the country, and for whom he 
shows much commiseration, as “ I have taken the liberty to give one


