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31 COTTAGE & FARMHOUSE FURNITURE

a feature in Tudor and early Stuart days. Gorgeously
carved oak and richly turned walnut filled the
mansions of the wealthy, but one does not find its

simpler counterpart made for cottages till nearly 1660.
The few pieces essential to every dwelling-house may
be placed not earlier than the late sixteenth or early
seventeenth century—the chest, the table, the form,
and the Protestant Bible-box.

Chests with scratched Gothic mould mgs, tables of
the trestle type as used to-day, forms of the most
simple construction, exist, and may be said to belong
to the sixteenth century.

Bible-boxes became common during the early
seventeenth century, and without change in their
style were made till the late eighteenth century. In
mid-seventeenth-century days the well-known gate-
table was introduced.

Of early pieces we illustrate a few examples,
though in connection with farmhouse and cottage,
the early days afford a poor field, as the furniture of
those days now remaining was mostly made for great
families. The two sixteenth-century chests illus-

trated (p. 29) are interesting as showing the early
styles. The upper photograph is of a middle six-

teenth-century chest, with Gothic carving and solid
wood ends forming feet. This type of chest is made
from six boards. The hand-forged nails show the
rough joinery, and the large lock is characteristic of
such Gothic chests. The lower chest is also of the six-
teenth century. It has lozenge panels, and is further
ornamented by disc turning. The Gothic brackets
at the base are rare, and it is an interesting example.


