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for the deaf, dumb, blind, and inaivnu ; the better ma: av-.ment of
prisons; tlie sale of timber limits; mining regulations^ and im-
provements in our manici,ml laws In Ontarii^ under the long
admiuistrati.,n of Hon. (now .Sir) Oliver Mowat, which began in
1872, two \ ry important laws have been passed -<mo dealing satis-
factorily with the inileljtedness of municipalities to the MunicifMil
Loan Fund, and tlie other, witli the regulation of the licjuor traffic.

Tlie latter, popularly kn.nvn as the Crooks' Act (so called from the
Hon. Adam Crooks, its framer), has done a great deal to lessen
drunkenness, vice, and crime. Then, again, the franchise has been
greatly extended in the different provinces, and voting by ballot
has been made compulsory. Unmarried women and widows in
Chitario, with the necessary property cjualification, have been given
the right to vote in nmnicipal elections, but not in elections for
members of either the Provincial or Dominion Parliament. In
Prince Edward Island the difficulty with the "proprietors" has
been settled in the interests of tiie people. Quebec has. by the
payment of four hundred thousand dollars, disposed of the "Jesuit
Estates" question, while M.-Miitoba has secured the right to build
railways within her borders. Ontario has had several legal. conflicts
with the Dominion as to lier proper boundaries, her right to regu-
late the liijuor traffic, and for right to control the c.- .wn lands
in her territory, all of which questions have been decided by the
British Privy Council in favour of the I rovince. More seri us
was the dispute carried on for several years (1890-189t;) between
Manitoba ai. ' the Dominion. This arose out of the Manitoba
Legislatu-e > >;pealing (18U0) an Act which allowed Separate Schools
in that Province, and passing another which recognized no schools
save those which are free and non-sectarian. The riglit to hav.'

Separate Schools had been granted to the Manitoba Legislature in

1871, and the Roman Catholics, when this right was withdrawn,
ai)pealed to the Dominion CJovernment for relief. A long and
bitter struggle followed. The question whether Manitoba should
be compelled or nut to restore Separate Schools became a serious
and important issue in Dominion politics. The Dominion Govern-
ment, under the leadership, first, of Sir Mackenzie Bowell, and, sub-
sequently, of Sir Cliarles Tupper, endeavoured to induce Manitoba
to change its policy ; but iu vain. An attempt by the Dominion


