
INTKODUCTORY
is till' ilriain of I'vcry man to ha\f a hoiiic- of

hisoun. If lie is a ciry ilwclliT, thi-n this ycarn-

inj; for olnioiis reasons turns towards the country

districts, « here there is freedom of air ai.d spaee,

yarit and i;arilen, and elbow room for the e.\-

ereise whieh is the buililer of health and stim-

ulator of physical strenjith. I'lven, if he has a

home in the city, there is , season when the call

to the land rini;s in his ears with temptinj;

insistency.

I'iv e ., .'ars ayo, there were \ ery few people w ho
resided alont; the north shore of Lake Ontario, between Hatnilton

and I'oronto, outside of those who had settled or been pioneers in

the ordinary way. It remained for such men as the Messrs. Osier,

Katon, Ryric, (iooderham, (>)x. Stone, Sir Kdmund Walker, etc.,

to disco\er the many advantanes of this shore. I'hese were men
who had travelled the world over, and for that reason coidd appre-

ciate a iiood thinu close at home. Durinj; the past three years, there

have been fidly fi\e hundred families who have taken up either

their si.mmer residence or permanent residence alonj; the lake shore,

between 'I'oronto and Hamilton, and the w hole tlistance of ,?.i r '-s

is now beinc built up w ith charminj; villas, and w ith thri\ ini.' towns

and \illa(;e,s. The very charm of the surroundinjj country was in

itself an incentive for the building up of this most deli(;htful district.

I'he conditions and ad\antai;es of the I^ake Shore as portrayed

herewith, is not merely that of a sinjjle ideal community, but an

existinj;, semi-rural abiding place, which is in elos'.- proximity to

many of the leading ('ities and I'ow ns, situated in the very garden

of Canada. The paramount thought of almost every urban dweller

of to-day is to live in the country and the settlements, where there

are (jood sanitary systems, and water supplies, good schools and

churches, and e\ ery appointment that makes country life a pleasure

and a comfort. The fondness for the country has become charac-

teristic of the (Canadian people, and is not a sudden fancy, but a


