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Meet the candidates

by Kim Fontaine-Skronski

As you all should know by now,
there will be a federal election on Oc-
tober 25. In the riding of Halifax, 10
candidates are running for the position
of MP. You didn't know there were 10
parties? In fact, there are a lot more
than 10 parties throughout Canada
(about 30 without counting independ-
ents), ranging from the Natural Law
Party to the Marxist-Leninist Party. |
got the chance to interview four candi-
dates of the leading parties running in
Halifax on issues concerning education.

COMMENTARY

You may not care much about poli-
tics; you may find it difficult to under-
stand or you may just not bother with
it, but as a university student soon
hitting (if not already in the thick of)
the job market, you may want to know
what's going on. We all know about
Canada’s growing deficit and record-
high levels of people on the pogey,
none of which seems to attract much
attention from our beloved govern-
ment. Well, maybe you are tired of
being ignored — I sure the hell know |
am. And maybe youwant to have some
inputconcerning your future, asamem-
ber of the generation which will be
stuck with the consequences of to-
day’s mistakes.

The four questions ] asked the hope-
ful MPs concerned the issues of federal
funding, studentaid, theiroverall views
on education and the proposed Dal-
housie cutbacks. All candidatesstressed
that education was a major issue. But
then again, would you expect them to
say otherwise?

The education issue

Steve Greene of the Reform Party,
who spoke to me about his party’s plan
to reduce the deficit to zero in three
years, emphasized that “postsecond-
ary education is not touched at all [in
the plan],” and is in favour of increased
funding “for higher education as an
investment in Canada’s future.”

Mary Clancy of the Liberal Party
said the financial situation is bad and
that people have to take cuts, but she
stresses that “cuts have to be done fairly
and across the board, and putting iton
the backs of Canada’s students is not
the way to do it.” She also says she
believes the Atlantic provinces do nor
get their fair share of federal funding. I
cannot promise that we will restore
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the commitment already made by the
Senate, the BoG and the MPHEC when
he presented his recommendations.

Stuttard continues by saying that,
“unless [Clark] agrees that vertical cuts
for financial reasons are not permitted
by Article 25 and agrees to change his
recommendations, [the DFA expects]
to bring this issue to arbitration within
three months.” In this case the two
parties would have to go to court and
allow an arbitrator to decide for both
partieswhether the cutscan go through
as presented by Clark.

In the end, however, the DFA’s
dispute with Clark is not purely based
on contractual violations, but philo-
sophical reasons as well. “The aim of
the university...isacademic,” concludes
Stuttard, “Everything else is to serve
that purpose... You want to preserve
that central purpose.”

funding at the levels of nine years ago
immediately,” she admitted, “but we
will start to restore funding.”

As for the candidate running for
the party which forms the present gov-
ernment, Jim Vaughan, the first thing
he told me was, “I am committed to
post-secondary education, and [ am
committed to thefederal government.”
Iwondered: shouldn’t MPs be commit-
ted to the people they are representing?
The very people who elected the can-
didate? I am aware that MPs must be
committed to their government, but
maybe it’s time for governments and
the people involved in politics to start
listening to and working for the people.

Vaughan envisions “amuch greater
role for the university, not only in
education but in the general develop-
" When [ asked
himabout his proposalson cuts needed
to reduce the deficit and whether this
would infringe on federal funding, he
“There is no change in the

ment of our country.

replied,

It’s time for govern-
ments to start working

for the peaple

federal fundingfor post-secondary edu-
cation, and I am firmly committed to
it.” Vaughan also added that he has
personal reasons to be committed to
post-secondary funding, ashisown son
is in the Masters of Public Administra-
tion programand has thus been touched
by the Dalhousie cutbacks.

“I think the route to take,” he said,
“first of all is to maintain what we have
now and encourage marketing pro-
grams for developing your business sec-
tors, to encourage and develop our
economy and local businesses.” This
all sounds very ‘proper’ to say. What |
keep asking myself is how you can be
committed to no change? The NDP’s
priorities are job creation and employ-
ment, and education is related to both
of those issues. The reason to get a
better education is to be able to find a
decent job, so employment is very im-
portant to consider when talkingabout
education. Lynn Jones, the NDP can-
didate, believes that “we have to pro-
vide for the future of young people, to
be educated with the view of receiving
employment following that.” She also
added that educators “can’t expect to
do that unless governments provide for
people to get educated, and part of that
includes funding.”

A very important point she made,

andshe was the only one topointitout,
was that federal funding should
increase “as cost rises.” The party and
herself also believe that whar we need
in this country is “a highly trained
educated work force in terms of getting
people jobs.” Their proposed changes
would be “access for all Canadians to
higher education and where you are
not forced to pay unfair taxes on top of
that. If there is interest on loans, it
should be fair, with lower rates and an
extended grace period because there
are no jobs out there.”

Finding the funds

Now you might ask yourself, where
are they going to get the funding to
support these changes? The NDPseems
to have few proposals.

Mary Clancy wants to change the
student loan program and fix it. She
understands that many students are on
student loans and in order to make it
efficient, “we have to have a flexible
program.” She also added that, “we are
not going to educate or fulfil the prom-
ise that we have ro fulfil for young
people if we don't give them the oppor-
tunity to be educated and trained.”
Clancyadded that rather than cutting,
the Liberals are looking more at build-
ing the economy, which is of course a
good way of thinking, but if there are
no cuts, or only small ones, how are we
supposed to reduce the deficit?

The Reform Party candidate, Steve
Greene, believes that a student loan
program should be supervised and con-
trolled by government, which would
guarantee the loans, thereby making
the banks less stiff on giving them out.

Cut backs to the Dalhousie theatre,
music, and costume studies programmes
were of great worry to all candidates
interviewed. The Liberals and NDP
spoke about the importance of Canada
keeping its culture intact. As Lynn
Jones said, “Canada is a very diverse
country, and theatre and music is the
very fabric of Canada.” The PC candi-
date did not mention culture, and the
Reform Party candidate proposed that
since these programs are very costly,
universitiesshould perhapsget together
and each university would be able to
specialize in particular programs.

I hope this has given you a better
outlook on what the candidates of this
riding believe in, and also hope I have
made your decision a little easier to
make. And don’t forget to vote on
October 25, because your vote counts
just as much as anybody else's.
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