
For 125 years...

Premiers talk unity
is not suggesting a carte blanche 
attitude amongst the provinces," 
assures Odenthal, “There is still 
much need for discussion in terms 
of culture and language issues. But 
at least this is a start.”

Where does this leave the pro
posal? Should 1: be simply an 
economic union or should the 
provinces unite into a single po
litical unit? According to a survey 
conducted by Corporate Research 
Associates in Halifax, 22 per cent 
of those polled in the Atlantic 
provinces would strongly support 
a complete political union, with 27 
per cent somewhat supporting it, 
15 per cent opposed to it, and 21 
per cent strongly opposed to it.

The proposal, thus far, only 
discusses economic union; “a plan 
to enable the Maritimes to catch 
up regionally with the Free Trade 
already begun within the rest ol 
Canada,” says Cameron. It is one 
which must be seriously consid
ered. For it is one thing to try and 
protect Nova Scotian industry, but 
to protect it to the detriment of al
lowing it to compete on a larger 
scale will result in the stagnation 
of a province in dire need of 
growth.

competition among themselves. 
Competition between the four 

It appears the Premiers of the Maritime provinces to promote 
three Maritime provinces are call- tourism, trade and foreign invest
ing for a Maritime Common Mar- ment disperses the possible ben- 
ket. Yet, at the same time. Premier efits to such a small region. “But , 
Cameron, Premier McKenna and Professor Cameron warns “it 
Premier Ghiz arc emphasising would be the worst of all possible 
provincial sovereignty and dis- worlds if another regional agency 
missing the possibility of a politi- were set up to govern these things.” 
cal union. Odenthal disagrees with this. He

Political union would necessar- says, “for some things it makes 
ily result in each province ceding sense to form a regional agency", 
considerable political independ- One area where he believes this to 
ence. Historically this has been the be necessary is in energy resources, 
stumbling block to any such ar- In 1987 the federal government set 
rangement. up an advisory committee to assess

The idea of economic unity has Canada’s energy future, and it 
been promoted for more than 125 recommended that the Maritimes 
years, and has always been dis- adopt a unified ix)wcr grid. It ac- 
missed. With the Free Trade knowledged that it might not lower 
agreement encouraging more electricity prices, but it would es- 
north-south trade between the tablish a more secure and reliable 
Maritimes and the United States, power base. “This would then be 
with the possibility of Quebec beneficial to all,” says Odenthal. 
separating from Canada, and with 
the Ontario and the Federal gov- Cameron fears, is that this eco- 
emment’s declining wealth (re- nomic union would necessitate a 
suiting in their withdrawal of political union. The power au- 
transfer payments to the thority would have to be in the 
Maritimes) the provinces no longer hands of a “supraprovincial 
have 125 years to ponder the issue, agency".

This past weekend the first steps 
towards reaching an economic 

were taken in

by Marie-France LeBlanc

The problem, which Professor

“In proposing this union, APEC

agreement 
Woodstock, N.B. The Council of 
Maritime Premiers, which which 
includes Newfoundland's Premier 
Wells, in an informal capacity at 
one meeting out of four adopted 
three initiatives which they hope 
will move them closer towards a 
regional free-trade zone. The 
premiers will table White Papers 
within their respective legislatures 
this spring outlining their respec
tive visions of economic union. 
They hope this will allow politi
cians and the public to have a hand 
in shaping the much needed part
nership.

“This is only window dressing," 
says Dalhousic political science 
professor David Cameron, “it is a 
misnomer calling this a move to
wards an economic union. We al
ready have such a union within the 
Canadian Federation”. Rather, 
Professor Cameron believes this is 
a push towards closer co-operation 
in terms of government purchases 
and regulations.

John Odenthal, of the Atlantic 
Provincial Economic Council 
(APEC), agrees with this, but takes 
it one step further. He says “ we 
already have economic union to a 
certain degree, but some barriers 
still exist. There are problems in 
terms of shipping regulations, 
professional services exchange, 
and in procurement issues. Things 
have opened up but there still exists 
many restrictions”.

As a region the Maritimes is very 
fragmented. This diversity results 
in the waste, or the misappropria
tion of select resources. Also it 
diverts society’s attention away 
from productivity and towards
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THERE’S SOMETHING SPECIAL about 
the Tennessee hills as a place for making 
Jack Daniel’s.
You see, we make an old-fashioned whiskey 
that can’t be hurried in any manner.
And out here, where the pace of 
city living is all but forgotten, a 
man can slow down and do things 
right. We could probably make a 
bit more Jack Daniel’s if we made ^ 
it in a factory. (Make it faster, 
probably, too.) But after a sip 
we think you’ll agree: there’s 
something special about 
whiskey that comes from 
the hills.
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JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY

K you’d like a booklet about Jack Daniel’s Whiskey, write us here in Lynchburg, Tennessee, 37352 U.SA
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