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ance to the Land Office was a corral through whlch each Ilomeseeker
had to pass.
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On Saturday the crowd began to
f all in line-two hundred in number;
a stolid and a cheerful lot, well know-

The citizens of Lethbridge watched the opening of the.Land Office doors
as tbough it had been a circus.

ing that from that hour of the day
on into the night and aIl day Sunday
when the church beils, should ring,

The long Uine of Homeseekers waiting at the Iethbridge LsndI Office.

F A MOST UNFORTUNA

and ail that night again, corne storm
or snow or wind or what flot, they
must keep the line or lose the stake.
So they stood and sat and joked and
slept; and they told stories and wait-
ed; and when they were hungry such
as had flot lunches were fed by the
Salvation Army. Past ýand future
miade these thousand men unconscÎous
of the present. Somnewhere they had
left behind a failure or a broken life.
Somewhere in Alberta they expected
each man to, take up the thread once
more and to begin ail over again un-
der the banner of hope in a new
world. And -when Monday rnorning
came, after what seemed like a week
of waiting, the doors of the land office
creaked open as though it had beei
a jail waitinig to, let prisoners out.
The long line began to shuffle up, fol-
Iowing number one, whoever that
lucky one might be. AIl that day the
ranks crept up and closed in and the
line shortened;- and by night faded
awav-when a thousand men had
filed7 their dlaims to homestead each
a huindred and sixty acres of arable
land in the great wheat belt.
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