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The Graft and the Craft
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pardoned for wondering what was the
matter with Mr. Luther.

So Canneil and Dakin had gone
home. They had written their stories
of the bank failure for their respective
papers, had turned in their copy, and
were now bound for their homes,
satisfied, and perhaps a little puffed,
with the consciousness of good work
done on a big story. 0f course, they
had a right to feel good; it was a big-
story, and they were good men. They
had made good copy out Of this story
-what a story it was to make good
copy out of! 1 verything that a big
story should have it had in abun-
dance: mystery, names, figures, ail
prominent çnough to create consterna-
tion, and ail invoived and interwoven
in exactly the manner to delight a
good reporter. It was great -even
the story that Dakin and Canneli had
to write was great, and the reai story!1
Luther stiffened up a littie. He had a
scoop on the real story 1

He looked'at'his watch. What had
happened to him? What was he doing
in Noonan's at this time of the even-
ing with a scoop like this in his
pocket? He must have gone to sleep
like a greenhorn who had flot news
instinct enough to see what the story
meant!1 He was running for the door
before the watch was back in his
pocket.

There was a cab at the curb. Luther
was in it when the driver saw him.

"To the Chastiser office in one
grand hurry !»

He didn't pay the cabman. He ieft
hiim bewildered and angry at the office
door and ran in through the business
office upstairs to his littie room. lie
feil inito the weak-backed chair as
easily as an old cavairymran goes into
the saddie. He pulled forth the
creaky machine with a slam.

"Samuel Eckerson, president of the
Third Trust Company, is the man re-
sponsibi for the wrecking of the
National Savings Bank which yester-
day faîled for $500,ooo. Edward W.
Golsen, chief stockholder of both of
the invoived institutions and brother-
in-iaw of Eckerson, admitted this in
an interview to a reporter for the
Chastiser late last evening-."

He looked over the paragrapli care-
fully before going further. He de-
cided that it was well and good. It
told just what he wanted to tell 2nri

open one . .. Corne in 01n the ground
floor with us . . . l'Il give it to you
now . . . send it up to you, or any
way you like."

Luther laughed audibly. He had
done hiS work, and he knew that it
was good, and how near, thought he,
he had been to- He shrugged his
shoulders.

"'Hey, fellow !" cackled Curly, the
office-boy, coming in to begciaets
"another scoop, eh? How'd yen have
the heart to do it? Getting to be one
of these hero-guys dat you write
about, yerself, ain't yeh ?"

"Get out of here," said the Genius
severely.

A Saturday in August
By W. A. STAEBLER

A LANK hrown youth in a tattered
and ink-stained office coat glared
savageiy at the back of the last

tardy customer leaving the bank, but
wîth the last bang of the heavy door,
bis mood changed wonderfuIly. As he
cleaned up lis work bis tired eyes
found time to gaze away into the dis-
tance, where waving tree tops showed
beyond the hot stretches of brick and
mortar, and patches of blue sky mock-
,ed him at his toil. But somehow the
dreary routine of debîts and credits,
the nightmare of figures, the tiresome
drone of the teller caling "deposit 1"
the endless succession of staring faces
at bis littie wicket, passed into noth-
ingness before the sweet inrush of
thought born of a clear littie creek,
away off in the woodiand, along which
bis niind travelied in fancy.

From over the bis and far away
there roilicked* a glad little breeze, a
soft littie tell-tale, a midsummer
breeze. It stole tbrough the cool dim
paths of the woodland, picking up
gossip at squirrel hole and nest, then
over a clearing and into a meadow
it danced, and took note of the figures
and under one armn was smuggied a
rifle, its tiny black eye peering over
the fields.

A clear littie creek, erratic and wil-
fui, sulked through a dark swamp and
spiasbed înto a garden for wiid folk
that lay j ust beyond. Blue flags raised
their delicate tops from a carpet of
sword grass that buncbed into cause-
ways the spongy black mould, and
jack-in-the-puipits louiced down from
a terrace with envious eyes at the
colour below. Just beyond lay tbe
woodland, a rustiing green sympbony
sun-spiashed and quiet, save for the
soft, steady hum of numberless insects,
or the pulsating throb of a grouse at
bis wooing.

As mtonarch of this and ail just
beyond it, far out where the grain
fields rippled and waved, a grey-
whiskered, hi*rly old woodcbuc reign-
-A 1 -s - .1 . -
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