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everyone woulsi have detectesi it, ho de-i
batesi in hie mnd whether to sweep orE
wash up next, ansi decidesi on the former.

The broom vas new ansi 'ewishy,' ansi
by applying the vigorous method e ho
vas vont te use on the granary floor,1
ansi prudently refraining from disturh-
ing the positions- of chairs, tables, ansi
such-like obstacles, ho progressesi apace,j
ansi in a moderately short epaceofe time
succeesiedinl distributing mattress-stuf-
fing te every roin l the house, vith the
exception ef the kitchen whicb ho ro-
membered iebis ifs swopt botore break-
fast, sud little Joe's amaîl apartmeut
vhich ho omittedL for the preseni te al-
1ev the floor to 'dry off a bit.'

Goiug te the vindov ho eisurely fil-
esi ansi ighted bis pipe. Ho reckened it
muet b. between nino and half-past.
A littie eaîly for Selina, perhaps. In
front, upon the grass, littie Joe, 'who
seoeç nonee te voisesfor his exper-
jonces, vas playiug at 'keeping-house'
with bis sistors. Joo vatchesi them for
morne time snd came te the conclusion
that it vas a remarkably silly game.
Strolling into the kitchen, ho glancesi
easually a t the choap alarm-clock that
tickosi loudly upon the dresser. "What's
vrong vith ths blessesi thiug gnyway 1
ho exclaimed, giving it a shako.

Quarter te eleven, indeesi Wh.y
Selina vaent back. 1

pulling bis vatch troni hie pocket ho
ceumgultes it. It showesi exactly thir-
teen minutes te- -te ton, et course-

ne, by Jove, it vasu't though-it vas
eleven!

Even now ho refuseS to credit it, but
theroughly uueaey vent hastily into the
parler, here upon a sheif of its own,
alarge black marbie time-piece, a wd

ding presont te Selina from ber father,
marked the heurs in solitary grandeur.
It's serollesi ansi gildesi bande peinted
accusingly te ton minutes to eleven.

In the face et this three-fold evidene
it vas impossible te doubt any longer.
How nearly three selisi heure had slip-
pesi away ho coulsi net imagine. Hurry-
ing back te the kitchen ho feverishiy
collectesi up the dirty plates and dishes,
determinesi at all coos not te give
Selina the satisfaction et finding dinner
late. The lire vas eut ansi the kettle
stons colsi. Hastily threwing on some
woosi, ho pouresi ever it a liberal dose
et ceai eil. At the third match it ig-
uitosi vith a «plep' that hait blindesi
hlm vith a shower ef ashes. Glancing
at the dlock ho realizesi that bot water
vas ont of the question unlese ho meant
te ho late, se ho usesi cold. By the time
ho bad got the smeary lot et crockery
back upon the table-some et the pieces
trougly reminiseient ef breakfat-it

vas twenty minutes peet. And the Po.
tatees weire still growing. while the meat
was thirty foot down the weil! Aiready
in a perspiration ho caught up a pail
ansi disi a record sprint te the garden,
only to finsi that ho hasi forgotten the
hoe. There as nothing for it but te
scratch fer the tubera with hie fingers.
Itqý4sbot work witb the thermomoter

1~

Il Il ImaI as lasfmau, Il Is.'I ~ 1.45*.in the eghtles aud net a breath of wind
stirring,. but hoe gallaptly achievesi an-
other smart clip back with the restilt.
To erape theim vas impossible, so after
giving themn a hurriesi look at the scrub-
brush, hoe fillesi a pan .wtb colsi water,
dumpesi them in, and with a mental
prayer for thp rosuit,,placesi them ou the
fire to boil.

Out again hot-foot i theoethor direc-,
tion for the. steak. It was good two hut-
dresi yards to the weil and'when hie ar-
rived he vas panting. Forty pounsis of
beef hung at the other end of thei ope
but ho haulesi it up as if 5t, were four,
Having cone ithout a kuife, ho carriesi
the lot to the houso, vhere it vas the
work of a moment to hack off soins
pieces andi throw themn into the fr'ying
pan. Fourteen minutes te twelve! He'
would do it yet if only thoon ouided
potatees veulsi hou!1

The rest of the meat ho temporarily
bestowes in uthe 'lean to besi, inteudi.un
to 800 to it later. It oscaposi his mem-
ory, but not Fido's; andi vbat she
couldn't eat she took caro nobodv eoh
coud-

SAt ton minutes te twelvo ho cauht
sight of Selina and the horses returang
ever tho hill. Botheration! So sho vas
on time. Bringing brçad , butter, milkc
snd other neceesary articles from the
larder, ho placesi them haphazard upon
tho table. Now what cliao? Oh, yes,
thero voie the biscuits-ansi pie!

Returniug again with the biscuits. h
one baud and an open affair that appear-
esi te be filios with a mixture of treacle
ansi things, in the other, ho-,,narlycame
a cropper over little Joe, wbo basi corne
in with bis sisters te, announce «mu-
my's' return.

Placing the chil in his high chair,
ho sat him up to the table te b.ocout cf
the vay.

The stove neXt claimesi his attention.
Things vere progressing noue toorapisi-
ly andi the potatoos showesi no inclina-
tion te boil. More voosi ansi more ceai
oil at the risk of fIriug the ehinmey.

A susiden scream from the girls, ang
an alarming clatter of crockery pulled
him up short.

Ho turnesi quickly to finsi that littie
Joe basi, taken a beader fairiy ansi
squarely into the misidle of the treaclu
pie, ansi vas in imminent danger of
suffocation. "Holy amoke, but this boit.,
Tanglefoot ail to blazes!" exclairnod
the frenziod parent, springing forward
ansi pulling his offspring upright again.

But the pie came up with him, ani
Iwhen hie father frantically triesi te tear
it off, the crust came away'liko a aboli
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sideresi that end had had eenough, ho
attacked the other. Phew! It vas bot
work. Hie torehead was dripping, ansi
ho paueed te take breatb for the final
bout.

Seizing it witb botb hanSe near the
miidile, ho raised it bodily, ansi gave a
mnighty shako.

Zzzrrp ! -zzzrrrpp! ! -zzzr-r-r-ppp!!
Joe broke away yery suddenly, back-

ftepping with the celerity ef a man
Who bas inadvertently disturbesi a
wasp's neet. Down the contre et the
mattrese vas a gaping rent nearly tour
feet long! -

For a moment the extent et the ca-
lamity teek ail the tarcb eut et hlm,
ansi ho collapsesi limply upen a chair.
But ho was net easily dauntesi, andi
prosentiy his face lightened.

Pulling a hansitul etf ire nails frem,
bis peet, ho pushesi back as mue!' et
the stuffing as ho ceulsi into the mat-
trsse. t ivas by ne means ail, but ho
vwas net in the moos te s'tick at trifles.
Then drawing the torm esges et the rent
toeother he pinned them in place with
hait a dozon et the nails, andi carefully
turning it the other side up drew back
i ,triiumph.

'Tihore!" ho exclaimed, with a satis-
flodl 9Mile. " As gosi as over it was.
Oive m(I a foî,r-inch spike for fixin'

thn9-or a lenÉth o' barbed vire!"
"Oh%, 1 guess there's troubles in every

ePnrtmcent of life," ho reflected more
ohr'"Aiid wha't disi Selina want te

tell mýe te monkoy with it at ail for!"
The bed bcing 'made,' thougb net
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