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A Plot of the Plonoers

Written for The Western Home, Month-
ly by J. D. A. Evans, Crystal City.

IT was the guiding star to tho intrep-
id pioneer whe in the srn months
of 1879 emigrated IfIrom Ontario

homes to Manitoba's pdairie land, se-.
lecting for hiiielf a habitation upon
lands Lwhich in these times represent
"IlI aettled and prosperous districts of
Southeril Manitoba.

The eye of the pioncer scanned the
horizon as hoe trekcked forward. Hie
longed to obtain a first glance of the
butte of land situate two miles north-
*erd of the Pilot Mound of today. To
the settier of 1879, the eminence was a
prominent feature of the landscape, the
welcome guide post into the fastnesses
of a lonely' land. With eager gaze lie
awaited its appoarance, to him it would
bo ss the lighthouse marked upon the
eliart delincative of bis course, the bear-
ings by which lho had licou directed to
undertake his journey.

Today the traveller upon the south-
western branch of the Canadian Pacifia
Railway observes the "pioneer's land-
mark" after his train bas einerged froin
the defiles eastward of Wood Bay; to
bis gaze the« butte la as a mountaii
miniature iu dimension. To the con-
trary, it may be termed as the beacon
bul of an upland country stretching in
a xnortherly direction to Swan Lake and
the Pembina Valley?.

The butte of Pilot Mound is some-
what unique in characteristie. Upon
its summit today a cluster of trees are
visible; in days of autumu a forost of
shocka adorns its eastern siope; the
home of a farmer is situate at its base;
and at a distance of five miles iu a
southwesterly direction the town of
Crystal City appears in bold relief.

The dimensions of the butte cannot be
desgnated as of great area. Its lengthy
graduating siope from crowu to basef ur-
nishes a difficult problemn to arrive at any
cirumferential iz. with accuracy; it la
but the terminal of an uplaud ridge
front a wooded and brôken country at
its northern side. To the caàual ob-
server the "Ione mountain"l conclusion
is at once arrived at, and ho may be
pardoned for so erroneous an impres-
sion, but in reality the butte is the last
elevation of land from a continuation
of peaks of much less altitude and area,
a fact at once apparent from the high-
ways of the adjacent viinity. As cor-
roborative test imony of this, there can
ho observed creations of similar charac-
teristics to its northward, whilst an
ciinence known in topographical rec-
ords as Star Mound is situatie south-
ward possibly eighteen miles distant.

The question ia asked, it will continua
to ho so, ta hat source can the origin
of Pilot Mound butte lie traced? Muccl
discussion has ensued in the solution of
this quory. By no means has thia en-
quiry onfined itself to those who dwell
Witin the radius of its view. Even the
scientific world bas not been dormant
aver the matter; various conjectures
have omanated from varioua learned
bodies. Perchance there may have
arisen one idea for the liutte's forma-
tive basis in one aspect of the subject
which undoubtedly possesses its adher-
ents. It is that in the age during whichi
the Mound Builder is credited with, his
laborious tasks, bis operations were di-
rected in creation of this sentinel upon
th% prairie land; however, this theory
has received strenuous denial. Would
it flot ho doser to a correct solution -)f
the 'natter to, credit the butte's forma-
tion as resultant of an upheaval of the
land, possibly volcanie in its enigin?

In the plan of creation it was not
gîven to man but to surmise upon such,
n1atters; an age prehistoric might have
Wtned( the butte's formation at the
llands Of its supposed builders. Who
SlflOngst us can oven conjecture?

ct an lie remarked, however, that
Whist the creative opinion regarding
PilOt MNound butte may assume dif-
ferential attitudes, it is anq authenti-

T[ RACTORS are better than
A. horses for the more important

farm work. Plowing, hgrrow-
ing, seeding, harvestlng, threshing, Irrigat-
ing,hauling to market, all are accomplished
on time -anÏd at less expense with 1 H C
tractors than with horses. Tractors do the
work in s0 much less time that yen can
avoid untavorable weather entirely and ~
stili finish your work in season. Alsc, ne
matter what may happen te a tractor, it la
always possible te repair it and make it as
good as new. Worn or broken parts can
always bc replaaed at comparatively amali
expense An I H C tractor la a necessity
te economical farmers. Tractorize your'e
farm work.

Buy AnI1H C Oil Tractor1 H C tractors are largely responsible for the growing
general use of tractors,, because they are reliable,
simple, and do theïr work at sucb low cost. The aver-age cost et plowing an acre of pround with an 1 H C\~~ tractor is 45 cents as against $1.25 with hanses

Costs of harrowing, harvesting, tlineshing, and
other farm eoperations are neduced in about the
saine proportions when 1 H C tractors are used.

On amail f arma, the 12, 15, and 20-hanse
power sizes are best. The 25, 30, 45 or 60-homse
power 1 H C tractors wll do the work of the
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largest f arms. They operate on 1ev or hi gh grade fuel
eUls. The 1 H C engin. lino aise includes portable,
skidded and statlenary engmnes from 1 to 5-çbos
Power, which can be used'te run any farm machine.
The Y H C local agent will gîve yen catalogues an4
t uli information, or, write the nearest branch bouse.
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cated -fact that this 1ion%,er's land-
mark lias pert ormed ita part in~ the
drama of Manitoba's past history. Upon
its sunimit many councils of the once
in'hty hunters of the plains have taken
place, and the idea la yet current
amongst the Indiana of a reserve in
the not distant neighliorhood, that lie-
neath the sod of the butte more thaa
one brave warrior of now defunct trilies
awaits the summons to another hunt-
ing ground. There is without doubt
much connection of Pilot Mound but~te
with historical Manitoba if the story
could lie unfolded.

Iu the vicinity of the butte is an-
otber similar formation of land. Upon
its lopos in 1%62 a bloodthiraty con-
flict was engagod lunlietween several
bands of Indians. But the story of
this tiorce encounter as related to the
writer liy a man actually engaged in
the liglit, and to whom today the oc-
togenarian years have passed into mcm-
ory, may lie related ah a future date.

Lot the history of Pilot Mound butte
lie as 1h may, and its creation a mnttor
of conjecture alone, the presence of this
landmnark upon the prairie was a wel-
core sight to the pioncer, one of the
earliest of whom lu rolating lis journey
into Southera Manitoba in 1879, made
the remark that even in the old home
town in Ontariq and the railway des-
tination of Manilpba's emigrant at that
time was at the1 rontier town of Em-
erson, for the highway ef steel had not
at this date entered into Winnipeg, the
butte iu close proximlty to the town of
Piot Mound was alluded to as the guide
pont into thme thon unsettled wilderness

nto which the pioncera of 1879 were
about to penetrate.

And today this ancient landmnark
stands forth in auna of aummer and
winter's boisterous days as in the time
wheu the amoke of the Indian's teepee
curled over its summit.

Sulent witness of that great transfor-
mation scene through which this once
land of -tlehunting lodge lias passed,
today Pilot Mound butte roars ita
heiglit aboya a gigantie area dotted
with the homes of a prosperous people,
at whose fireaides are a scattering ot
those who iu the long years ago glanced
acrosa the trackless prairie for the land-
mark to whioh they had licou directed.

Plot Mouad butte la thme sentinel
standing up on a fertile plain ef the
Southeru Manitoba of today.
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