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mre when I saw what was printed on it.
"Herbert K. Smith,

Diroctor,
Silvcrscrefl Studios, Los Angeles, Calif."
Oh, b
Wee,Vskinned round past the main

corridor an' the business office an' skirted
the gallery, arrivin' at the roar o' tho

anctûm whore thore's a sort ' back
staricaso beadin' to the furnace room.
Maybe that staircase was put there a-
purpose by the first editor who, thcy say,
many a time had to run for his life.
But I just rememberod some type 1 had
to dlean an' I got close enough to hoar
a little o' what Herbert K. Smith was
spillin' into the chief'sear. Eavesdroppin'
isn't in my lime but the type was on a
shelf an' it took me some littlo time to
get it together. Think of it, a real
movie director in town, closeted with the
boss, tellin' him maybo, whethor Mary
Picford's curîs are roal an' how many
mash notes Walter Kerrigan ets in a

da!Ilstened an' the more I eard the
more I wanted to hoar. Boied down
this is what it was:

He was a Canadian and a native son
of our town. Easyburg, he said, seomcd
the most appropriate, the most natural
startiag point for the workin' out of his
groat scheme. On's home town first by
ail means! H1e had gone away while stil
a boy and had led a very checkered life
until the cail of the screen becamo so
insistent. Yes, ho had acted, written
soenarios and directed. 0f ahl these
fascinatin' callings he proferrcd diroctin'.
(He an' Griffith called each other "Dave"1
an' "Horb.") One day he had had a
brain wave or hunch which led him to

but, of course, there liad been so many
Sriths in an' about Easyburg! They
couldn't just place hirn nor the' particular
branch o' the Smith family he helonged
to, but bless you, they took Iimii to their
hearts just the same! He set Easyburg
on fire wit.h enthusiasrn. 'hey made
ample amends. Here W'as our sole
celcbrity "returned suddenly likc a kindly
disposed cornet to shed lustre over our
commonplaceness," an' 3'ou bet lie was
dined an' tea'd some. The good folks
were kinda haîf afraid lest othcr places
xigit daim him. Sorta like:

"A thousand cities claimed great llomer
dead,

Thro' which the living Horner begged
lis bread."

But the Prof. said Easyburg was good
enough for hirn, an' he gathered the youn
people an' othcrs not so youing an' talkeg
to them like a Dutch uncle. 1 sneaked
out an' skinned over to the hall an' heard
thc very first lecture or rehearsal. After
that I neyer missed none. AIl the dames
fell for him like an angel cake when the
oven door is slammed. Thcy foll fiat.

"Ain't he a perfectly lovely man!"
sighed the widow Carter.

"Such heavonly oyebrows!" agreed
Miss Keen, the elderly librarian. ««So
Byronic you know."

"I wonder how old ho is," murmured
anothor.

Tho younger skirts were just asv bad.
Somo o' them o ven skipped thoir ovorseas
ltters that first week.

"A smart clover fllr," was the verdict
o' the male inhabitants. "Them Smith's
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abandon his art an' to come back to the
cradle o' his youth. Why? The atiswer
was-patriotisrn. Ho just had to do
somthin' for the Land o' the Maple
Leaf an' absent treatrnent was ix. He
had to feel the good old sod beneath his
fot frst. At. this point bis voîce trembled
Bmre. I swallered rny gum.

This was bis schcme:
~He wanted to produco some plays for

the boys overseas. H1e wanted them to
be esgentially home plays, Canadian
plays. Just thimk how the brave lads
would eat 'cal up. Think o' the joyous
hours back in their rest billets watchin'
the dear 01(1 drainas a'k~orne unÏold before
their war-wcary cycs, the thrills thoy
would have scein' pretty Mary Browne
starrin' in such vehicles as "The Girl
' Sugar Maple Valle 1" or "Princess o'

the Ottaw -a," laughin at the stunts o'
SOrne as-Yet-tindiscovcred Fairbanks who
woul e a fine Canadian boy, some
simple l'uuîest chap who had fiat feet or
wIls t le sle support o' a widowed mother!
Perliontluey inight even unearth a mute
inglooriouuusCiimplin. At this I verynearly
forgot nivself an' started to shout: "Ilere
hie i- ' A for vamping, why there
fnUst Le ait îuiînher o' types in Easyburg!

I(l(for Gladlys!'' I mutters,
(lG'H> ladvs is our blonde stenog.

aîel z! I s. j e:el
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nover amounted to much but this one
sure is a genius. Durnod if ho ain'î a
credit to us!"

Thus thoy wont on, gettin' chestior
an' chestier.

"First of ail," bogan the Prof. in bis
easy platforrn style. 'II want to explain
that thero is to be no filthy comrnercialism
about this business. Art liko virtue,
is to bo its own roward. M~votives boing
purely patriotic and efforts voluntary
there will be no salaries paid to the actors
and actresses. Amy expenses incidental
to thc devcloping of the films will of course
bc borne by myscîf."

A murmur of gratification ripplcd over
the assembly. There was also a little
handclapping.

"Our first scenario will require fiftýr
principals and one or two rnob sconos,
ho went on, srnilin'. "We will have to go
out on location somewhcrc as there are
a number of outdoor scenes giving us a
chance to work in plenty of local color-
pine trocs and so on. We don't want our
brave lads (voice tremulous now), "to
mîstake the locurn tenons, do we?" ,
.Thoy didn't.got that but thcy nodded

just the sane. I didn't get it myseif,
but I looked it up in a Latin dictionary
that aftcrnoon. It means "place of
holding."

So hecw-nt oin in that glad hand manner
o' bis. It was a lib'ral education just
to sit hack an' listen to hirn rollin' out
fine phrases, lie had the local spelîbinder
backed right off the rnap. He w-as a
red-hot enthusiast -witl the sou1 of an
artist, as the Daily Sqîîieak soîd. Hie as
more-a human dvî,aino in the forrn an'
fraine o' a Greek god. Only once did
1 fear for bis prestige, an' tiiot vas whcn
hie corne to pick ont his first heroine.
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Two things the motorist knows a Tire must have to
give him his money 's worth. A " double portion"
of each is served with every Maltese Cross Tire.
STRENGTH is buit into these tires by experts;
ENDURANCE is proved in themi by motorists.
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Gutta Percha & Rubber, Limited
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'So Gôod-And So Easyý!
With " Prepared junket" you don't have to add a thing
but the milk. There are six pure, natural flavors for
variety. It is made in a jiffy; and it looks good, it tastes
gqod, and it is good.

MDE wiltAML
A dainty dessert and a wholesomne food for children and grownups.

Use a junket Tablet when mnaking ice creamn. Note how smnooth.
velvety, delicious it is 1 It will mnake the crcam more wholeaom>
because more easily digested.

Cet apackage of Prepared junket or junket Tablets,
as you prefer, and delight your famîilywith dainty
dishes of wholcsomne junket.

A Rocipe Dooklt and samplé of aitlae
Prepared Junket or Juk.t Tableta a.nt
for 3c. tamp. A fuli package for 12c.

Chr. Hansen's Canadian Laboratory
TOR9ONTO. CANADA
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