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16th of March SirWilliam Denison addressed the circular Despatch, already adverted to, to-
Sir Charles Hotham, tbe Governor of Victoria, and to the Governorsofthe other Australian
Colonies, as -well as to the Governor of New Zealand ; in which, ater dwelling in appropriate
ternis upon the-necessity of restoring, as ely as possible, a regular postal communicatiun,
he proposes-that the whole of those Colonies should join in defraying a. portion of the loss
which, at least for some time to conme, nust attend the establislment of a monthly stean
communication between them and England ; in which circular Sir William Denison divides
the subject ino the folloving three points for consideration:

ist. Whatsbold be the maximum surn to be paid for such service?
2d, In what proportion this amount should be divided between the· Colonies and the

niother country.,
3d. In what manner the contribution of the Colonies should be apportioned among

them.

In discussintr these points Sir Williamax Denison assumes that the maximum cost of the
service would Ibe 00,000L; and he expresses an opinion:-that of that sum 40,000 1, or two-
fifths of the whole, should be contributed by the Colonies, and the remainder-by the Home
Government; and that so far as regards the distribution of the contribution among the
different colonies, that should be determined by.the proportion of -letters which each Colony
transnits by the mnait, and should le revised annually. The views entertained by Sir
William Denison appear. to- have been 'entirely adopted by the Executive, Council of Neiv
South Wales, who passed a resolution that the Legisiative Council should beinvited to place
the sum of 15,000l. annuallv at the disposai of the Govermnent tocarry.out the aruange-
ment; as yet, however,n informaioi hias been received that that has actually been done.

With regard to the Colony of Victoria, my Lords have before them several:Despatches of
Sir Clarles ôtham, addressed io the Secretary of Stateand to Sir William.Denison, by which
i appears tlat tie authorities entered warnly. into the arrangement proposed; and it
appears by Sir C. Hotham's Despatlh to Sr William ienison of the 4thofMay, that he
had caused to be inserted ini the "Post O.iie' Act Amendment Bil," a clause pledging
the Legislature to the expenditure of a sum'not exceedin- 50,000 t. per annum for the main-
tenance of steam communication between Victoria and Great Britamn', not léss than once a
month, and that the Legislative Council had given its sanction to the Act. But Sir Charles
Hothami states, that any contribution on the part- of Victoria must be-subject to tie
followinug four conditions:

istI That no contract should be made that does not provide for the delivery of the mail
at Melbourne i n a. periud not exceedinEz 55 days from the date of leaving London, the
choice of route to rest with HerM ajesty's Government.

2d. That if, the overland rotite is adopted, the packet ;ust proceed from Point de Galle
via Cape Lewin and King -George's. Sound to ivelbourne; she nust touch at Kangaroo
Island, butto avoid alossoftwo or three days, she inust not enter Pott.Auelaide, and
that she shfall proceed from N'delbourne to Sydney.

3d. Tlat in case the.overland route, is adopted; the packet would proceed to Sydneyimmediately after the delivery.of'the Melbourne mails ; but that on lier homeward vovageshe must remaim, at least 48 hours in. the port of Melbourne, exclusive of Suidays.
4th. That preference must be given to the passengers from the Colonies on the honeward

route, over any passengeus for a shorter distance.
With regard to the Colonv of South Australia,, my Lords have befiore thema Despatch OFthe Governor, Mr. hIacdonujell, to the Secretary7of state, giing.covertoa-copy'of a De-

spatch addressed by Mr. Finnis,:wlo adtninistered'the Governxment of theColonv prior toMir. Macdoinlli's arrival, in. reply.to.Sir Willitîaii Denison's circular. letter ; the substanceof whichlis, that hehad sufBciently.ascertained the state.of public:feelng' in the colony. asto be able to say, .with some degree of confidence, that the, Legislature (wuhihwas nlotthen
in session) ywouldcigive its support ta any plaut arranged by the Home.Government:with any
steam company, by.which an ocean steamer sliail montily call offPort Adelaideoutwardand bomeward, deliverig the mails within:the same time. asunder. the ]a.tácontract niththe 'P.emnsular andOriental Company; reaîning in the port onlysufficient t oe to deliverthe maison the outward2voyage, but-remi aining 24 hours on the.homeward voyage that tosecure this advantage the Governiment wauld proposeta- the; Leislative Council a :Bili topay on behalfof th Colony. a contribution;not exceeding 12,000 . a-year. ln:respect tothe cost ofthe whole service,-the acting Goveinor oa South Austraia uggests that theColonie sod y one: £ n half,,and the Imperial Governrmenttihé other . -

My Lords have also readwith muchsat.israction; the'enlareed andlibermlviews taken ofthe prp a a whoieam the minutes ofethe' Execittive Council-of the 17th of, Apil aswell:as m the eports:ofthe Pdstmnster General of;the Colony otfthe Actin-ColonialSeere-
taÎ,teAdvocate General andste Sorveyor General * '1Ir M donnellin b s"Despatch states that he,letterof Mr. ' Fîn e ne
ofe aers e ofi lslature and of the general commun, rein favour o stees


