
fertile belt, in, a valle ovanging fienm one-fourth of a ilde to one mile in breadth, and
excavated to the depti of 200 to 300 f-et below the love] of the prairie or plains, until it

C co(b Oi ' lin hw 0ouîntry, son' mi les eat of Fort à la Corne The area of this extraordL
nary hut of rieh snil nd pasturage is about fort.y million acres. It was formerly a
Viooded country, but by successive fires it ias been partially cleared of its forest growth,
buit abnuinds with th lm-oist lixuiant herbage, and generally possesses a decep rich soil of
vegetable nould

In addition to Un- t -t tnniny of' Captain Pallisser and Professor Hind, respectively, on
the character nid exteit. of tli- s-aid territory, Your Committee submuit the following quota-
tiuoi fron the apendix to an) ofieial report by Mr. James W. Taylor, of St. Pauls, Minne-
sota, uider date of 2d NMarei 1%8 to the Governor of Minnesota :-"There is, in the
hiart of Nort h Ammwi i<a. a dlistitt. sub-division, of which Lake Winipeg mnay be regard'ed
as Lte centre. This sub-division, like the valley of the Mississippi, is, distinguished for
the fertility of its soi, and for the extent and gentle sIope of its great plains, watered by
nyvers of great length, and admnirably adapted for steain navigation. It has a- climate not
exceeding in severity that of many portiona of Canada ard hie Eastern States. It will, in
aill respects, compare favorably with somne of the most densely peopled portions of the con-
tinent of Europe. In other word1s, it is admirably fitted to becone the seat of a numerous,
hardy and prosprouis comunr1ity. It lias an area equal to eight or ten first-class American
States. [ts great river, lte Saskatcharwanî, carries a navigable water-line to the very base
of'the Rocky Mountains 1t is not at all improbable that the valley of this river may yet
offer the best route foi' a -railroad to the Pacific. The navigable waters of this great Fub-
division interloek with those of the Mississippi. The Red River of the North, in con-
necti<on with Lake Witnipog, into whieh it falls. forms a navigable water-line, extending
directly north and souti nearly eight hundred miles,"

MOs. E Benr-geau, who accompanic' Captain l'allisser in hiis explorati;ms, addressed
the following remarks to the late Sir William Hooker in reference to iludson's Bay
Te-raoi-y :-" But it remains for me to call the atteintion of the English Government to
the advantage thert would be in establishing agricultural districts in the vast plains of
Rupert's Land, and particularly in tht Saskatchawan. This district is much more
adapted to the cultivationl o8' sta1p1 crops of temperate cliiates, wheat, ryo, barley, onts,
&c., than one would have been inclined to believe fron this,high latitude."

On the question of clmate, to which an allusion is mî'ade in tc last paragraph, Pro-
fessor Maury, in a letter fron the Observatory, Washington, January 4, 1859, says

Mus moi) of our age were educated unde' tLe belief tiat parallels of latitude and
terrestrial climat-s are correlatives; that we miight tell th temperature of any unknown
countr'y, ot' reigion o)f counltry, if wo krnew its latitudc. llumboldt and Dove exploded this
idea with their isothermal litcs. For examtple, they show that the miean annual tempera-
ture of North Cape, lat. 70° la Europe, is the saie as ihat along tHie north shore of Lake
Superior, in lat. 50 Q. I ere is i diffîerence of 200 of latitude without any difference in the
average anuial temperature off the two plac.>

An imaportait feature in the coîmmercial geography of this north-western country is
the extent of its navigable water-line. Captain Blakeston, another of the colleagues of
Captain Pallisser, says, "Taking cither branch of the Saskatchawan River, it is navigable
for boats froam Lake Winipeg to near the base of the Rocky Mountains, a distance of 1200
miles. I a glad to say 1 was fortunate enough to travel ont il fron its mouth to Fort
Edimioton, 1000 miles up, lat a tirue of year wben I saw the water at its lowest,"

''he ucxt, and not tlo -last important consideration in view of the settlement of the
North-Westcrn territory by Canada, is brought with great distinetness to the notice of
Capt. Palliss-r by the under Secretary of State for the Colonies, in the following question -
" What mueans of access exist for B'itishi Enigrants to reach this settlement ?" Answer,
the di-eut route frot England via York Factor, and aiso that from Canada via Lake Supe
rior, are too tedious, difficult, and expensive for the generality ofseliers. The mariner i
which natural obstacles have isolated the Country fromt ail other British possessions in the
East is a matter of considerable weight; indeed, it is the obstacle of the country, and one,
I fear, aimes-t beyond the remedies of art. The egress and ingress to the settiement fromfi
the East is obviously by the Red Riveî Valley and througlh the States."

The reply of Captain Pallisser, though of a sliglhtly discouraging kind, can by no meang


