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IN THE COLONIES OF CANADA AND VICTORIA. 3 ‘

We, therefore, most respeclfnlly pray your Lordship to take such steps as you may deem  CANADA.
- expedient, in' order that the division of the diocese, so strongly recommended by your —
Lordship, may take place, and the sanction of Her Ma1e=ty the Queen, to the election of
the bishop by the clergy and lay delegates wnthm the limits of the plopoeed new diocese,
may be obtained as soon as possible. -

(signed)  Benjamin Cron YN, M.A.
Rural Dean of London, Canada West, Chairman of the
. Committee of Geuneral Management. -

‘ ‘ —-—No 2. — ‘ : ‘
(No. 26.) ~ No. 2.
COPY of a DESPATCH from Governor-General Sir E(lmzmd Head, Bart. Governor-Gen.
to the Right Honourable Lord Jokn Russell. . Sir E. Head, Bart,,.

Ed

to Lord J. Russell.

- March 1855.
Government House, Quebec, 31 March 1855, 3 M 1%55

My LOld ‘ (Received, 23 April 1855.) ‘
I sAvE the honour to enclose a humble Address to Her Most gracious Majesty,
praying for the repeal of such English Statutes as impede the meeting of the \
clergy and laity of the Church of England in synod, for the purpose of framing
rules and canons, and further praying that as the funds’ for the support of the
colonial bishoprics will no longer: be derived from England, the choice of the
bishops may be left to the clergy and laity of each diocese.

—

This Address was adopted in the Leglslatlve Council of Canada w;thout a
dissentient voice, and in the Legislative Assembly it was carried by a quonty ‘
of seventy to thirty, :

I would further direct your Lmdslup s attention to the two motions in amend-
ment of the Address set forth in the votes.* - The first of these was moved by
Mr. William Fyon Mackenzie, and was ne«atwed w1th a minority of ‘three only
in its favour. ‘

The second, moved by Mr. Brown, was in like manner reJected by a larnre
majoxlty . :

- My own opinion in this matter of the free Sy nodical action sought for on the
part of the Church of England, is briefly this: |

So long as any connexion, or cupposed connexion, between Church and State
could be assumed to exist in the colony, such action of the Chureh in synods
or meetings, for the purpose of framing canons and ordinances, w as likely to lead
to constant misunderstanding with - the colonial Legislature. It is unnecessary
now to dwell on other difficulties which might have arisen, for the connexion
between Church and. State is expressly: declared to. be extinct in' Canada, by the .
recital prefixed to the 3d clause of the ** Clergy Reserves Act,” ‘assented to. by
my pxedecessor (a copy of which Act is enclosed for famhty of reference). Under
‘these ‘circumstances, therefore,' T do not see how restrictions on the Church of -
Enpgland which: do not appl) to other bodies, can be defended in: argument

On the SlleECt of the appomtment of bnhops mthm the diocese’ or in the
colony. itself, 1 can hardly express any decided opinion. “T think that it will not
‘be casy to obt'un from the people of the colony the contributions necessary to
endow the new dioceses required, wunless some such power of nomination be con-
ceded by the Crown.  The saving of the rights of the Colonial Legislature-which
terminates: the Address;. appears. to me sufficient to cbviate. all fear of jealousy'on =
the part ‘of the temporal .authorities; indeed the.‘absence. of such jealousy is"

= suﬂ1c1ently shown by the. dmsmns aheady referred to as. appearmg in the votes.

- Thave, ther.efore, only to request that your Lordslnp w111 be pleased to ]ay o
‘ thxs _]omt Address at, the foot of the Throne, and T ‘

‘ o o Ihave,&c ‘

(s1gned) Edmzmd Head

“ See House of Commons Paper, No. 276——25th Moy 185 5 © Legal Posmon of Blshops, Cannda "
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