
it is the shortest, the deepest, and the widest of the
sCveral1 chaînnls coiniecting the Georgian Culf
vith the Straits of Fuca.

Nov it Is perfetlv true that the -49tih parallel
of latitidIe. whil hiad been fixed by the Treaty of
1 18 as the bnîîîdarv between the Britisl Posses-
sions and tiose of the United States. fron the Lake
of Woods to the R1ocky \Iountains, was accepted
by is in 1 s46 as the boîndary fron the Rocky

Mounîtainis westward Io the sea.

But the British Goverinmnent did not accept that
boundary line absolutely. Lord Aberdeen, alter
adiitting tliat it was a reasoiiable suggestion that

the 49th parallel should forn the general basis or

principle of division,. renarked that, on the other
land, it iight be justly observed that any division
of territory in wliich both parties possess equal

rights, ouligt to proceed on a principle of imutual
conveiience, rtlier than on the adherence to an

imaginary geographical line ; and that in this respect
it inust be confessed that the boundary thus proposed

woulid be nianifestly defective. It would exclide us

from every commiiiodious andi accessible liarbour on

the coast; it would deprive us of our log-established

neans of water comnunication wvith the interior
for the prosecution of our trade ; and it wouild

interfere with the possessions of British colonists
resi(lent in a district in which it was believed that

scarcely an American citizen, as a settler, had ever

set his foot.

It will be scen fron the above-quoted words of

Lord Aberdeen's despatch, that the British Govern-

ment did not accept the 49th parallel as the basis

of division, so far as Vancouver's Island and the

adjacent waters were concerned ; and the Treaty

was accordingly drawn up so as to exclude the Ios-

sibility of any such assumption on the part of the

United States.
The Americans inake mucli of having conceded

to us the vhole of Vancouver's Island ; they seeni

to be astonished that we can think of demanding

more : but they forget that our title to the whole

of the Oregon territory before the signature of the

Treaty of 1846, was at least as good as theirs.

It is true that the pretensions of the United States

were in somne quarters pu)shed to the length of

denying our right to any territory whatever on that


