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Wo also thank Your Ixcellency for expressing, in meecting the Parliament of
Yanada for the first time, a fecling of gratitication at having been selected by Heor
Majesty for the high and important office you now fill, and for assuring us that you
mnow seek our aid and eo-operation with great satisfaction.

We are proud and happy to learn from Your Excellency that in acknowledging
with profound gratitude tEe reception which has been accorded to yourself, as Her
Majesty’s representative Your Excellency is also commanded by The Queen to
convey, through us, to the people of Canada, Her thanks for the loyal, generous and
kindly manner in which they have welcomed Ier daughter.

We are grateful to Your Excellency for assuring us that the contribution of
Canadian products and manufactures to the great National Exhibition at Paris last
year attracted much attention and, it is believed, will have a beneficial offect on the
trade of the Dominion with Europe. We accopt with pleasure Your Excollency's
congratulations on the ruccess which, we agree with Your Excellency in thinking,
must in n small degree be attributable to the kind and unceasing exeortions of His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, as President of the British section; and we
thank Your Excellency for saying that the Report of tho Canadian Commissioners
will be laid before us when received.

We beg leave to assure Your Excellency that we share the pleasure with which
Your Excellency has informed us that the amoant awurded for the fishery claims,
under the Washington Treaty, has been paid by the United States, and that Her
Majesty’s Government has arranged with Canada and Newfoundland for their respect
tive shares of the award. And we thank Your Excellency for stating that the papers
on the subject shall be submitted to us.

We are deeply concerned to know that the important and rapidly increasing
irade between Canada and England in live cattle has been seriously threatened
by the appearance, in various parts of the United States, of pleuro-pncumonia.
We thank Your Excellency for informing us that in order to prevent the contagion
from spreading to Canada, and the consequent intorruption of the trade, Your
Excellency has caused an Order to be issued under “The Animal Contagious
Diseasoes’ Act, 1869,” prohibiting the importation or introduction into the Dominion
of American cattle, for a short poriod, and that it is hoped that ere long the diseasc .
will be extinguished in the United States, and the necessity for continuing the pro-
hibition removed. Our careful attention will be given when invited to an amendment
of the Act reforred to by Your Excellency.

We receive with great gratification the announcoment that Your Kxcellency’s
‘Government kas commenced nugotiations, with Iler Majesty’s sanction, for the
development of the trade of Canada with France and Spain, and with their respective
colonies, and thatYour Excollency hopes to bo able to lay before us the result of
these negotiations during the present session.

We are much pleased at hearing from Your Excellency that it is the purpose of
your Government to press for the most vigorous prosecution of the Canadian Pacific
Railway and to meet the reasonable oxpectations of British Columbia. We agree with
Your Excollency in the conviction that in carrying out this intention due regard must
he had to the financial position of the country. Wo are glad to know that commu-
nication by rail has been effected between Manitoba and the United States system of
railways by the junction, at St. Vincent, of the Pembina branch of our railway
with the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad, and that that portion of the main line which
extends from English River to Keewatin is now being placed under contract, and
will be energetically pushed to completion in order to secure, as rapidly as is
possible, the connection between Lake Superior and the great North- IWest.

Our best attention will be given to the Bills, for the amendment and consolida-
tion of the Acts relating to Stamps, and for amending the Act relating to Weights
and Measures, which Your Excellency has been pleased to say will be submitted for
our consideration.

Ouar most attentive consideration will also be given to ths measure for the pur-
poses of the decennial census to be taken in 1881, which Your Excellency thinks it



