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HON. JAMES DAVIES LEWIN,

ON. JAMES DAVIES LEWIN, Senator,
President of the Bank of New Brunswick,

St. John, N.B., was born at Woinaston, Rad nor-
shire, Wales. The Lewins were country crentle-

inen who had lield the property, where our
present subject was born, for crenerations. See

Sir B. Bui-ke's "Colonial Gentry." They were a
Wfiicr fami-ly* and the elder Lewin, in early life,

was an enthusiastic politician, and a stronc
supporter of Charles Janies Fox, the crreatest of
the Whigs; but witli advancing years lie re-

tired to his estates, and to, the private life of a
country gentleman. The inother of our su1ýject
w-as of Hu(yuenot fainily, her people havin-rr lied

from France durincr the persecutions of their
time. James Davies Lewin was born on the

Ist of April, 181.2. He was educated at the
grammer school at Kincrton, . Herefordshire
where he spent ten years. On leaving schoctl at
the age of eighteen, in 1830,-he received an ap-

pointment in the Imperial Civil Service. His
engagement was with the old eustoms depart-
ment, which is now no longer in existence,

having been swept away as a result of the great
political change whieh made England a free
trade country.5 It will be reniénibered. that in
the days when "Protection to Britisfi Interests

wais sought through metbods of restriction, a
part of the policy was to crive British producers
an advantage in the colonies over the produ(:t.'ý
of other countries. It was the business of the

officers of the customs department to see. that
the discriminatincy duties upon foreign products
were collected. They . were expected to see to
it also that the British iiavigation laws, whicli

also possessed features in. favonr of the interests
of the ship-owners of the inother country, were

duly observed. Nîr. Lewin. first held a subor-
dinate position in t'lie custonisoffice atMirainichi,

N.B. In. the dischai-fre of his duties he was
faithful, painsta1ýijjý,r accurate, and in every

way busiiiess-lik-e. Subsequently lie was re-
warded by proniotion to the office of surveyoi-

at the more important port of St. John. He
remained in St. John for eight years, ;--ftf the

end of the tinie nanied lie was promoted to the
surveyorshipat St. Aii(li-ews-, which, by reason

of its nearness to the border, was a very in-i-
ant place fronia custonis point of view. Th

free trade principle liad triuinphed in England
by this time, but the navigation laws still ap-
plied to the colonies, and still had to be ënforced.

While Mr. Lewin was at St. Andrews the
navigation laws were done away with, so far as
New Brunswick was concerned, but they were
still in force in Newfoundland, and to that
colony Mr. Lewin was tra'nsferred, beincy ap-'

pointed surveyor at St. Johns. In 1850, the

-nom
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the crofter colonization scheme. He thought
the trip would be beneficial, but it 'proved

otherwise. He was taken ill. in London a
couple of days before he died, and his weak-

ness, aggravated by a slight accident to, a finger
hastened dissolution. General regret was felt

all over the Dominion at Mr. Robs6n's untimely
death. The body was, brought to Victoria for

interment.]

LOUIS C. DE BERTRAM,
Ivew York City.

T HE sub ect of this biographical notice, a
gentleman who is well known, in connec-

tion wit. railway enterprises in Canada, is de-
scended from an old and distinguished French
'tinily, originally'from Alsace, and was born in
Paris a short time prior to the Revolution of
1830. Dr. de Bertram, ýinherits a title from
both the paternal and maternal side, but he bas
hitherto, preferred to be known in the plain way

than by the title whieh 'is- unquestionably his.
Concernincr his early lit'e, little may be said
further than that he recelved an excellent edu-
cation at the leading scholastic institutions in
bis native country, finally graduating with high
honours both in law and medicine. Subse-
quently he practised the latter profession for a
short. period in Paris, afterwards disting(mishing
himself in connection with an important. mis-
sion, for which he was selected by the French

Government.. He came to, America about twenty
years agio and settled in Ne'w York, where, for
a time, he practised medicine, but this he aban-
doned to embark in railwa and mining specu-
lation, in which he was successful. Some five
years since, after having, formed a syndicate of

leadin« capitalists in New York and Philadel-
nia, he came to Canada and engaged in rail-

way enterprise in the Maritime Province. Since
that time he bas constructed a considerable

iiiileacre under contract, besides acquiring two
independent roads, of whie. he is President.
In addition to these, he is the owner of valuable
interests in r,-ýtilw4ys in the States, and he pur-
poses largely incrïasing his niileage connection
in this, country. Personally, Mr. de Bertrain
is a (rentleman of most courteous and affable

manner and crenial disposition, and these quali-
ties, combitied with the highest sense of lionour
and integrity of character, command for hiw., the
admiration and esteem of all those with whom.
he comes in contact. Madame de Bertram, to
whom he was united in marriage some thirty
years ago, is a highly connected French lady,
and is a charming figure in the social cirele in
which she moves. The family residence is in
New York.
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