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hostile gossip ofthe New England militia which his-
torians have so freely transferred to their pages.

In the following pages no attempt at either lauda-
tion or depreciation has been made. My purpose has
been simply to set forth the actions, influence, and
personality of Sir William Johnson, to show the char-
acter of the people by whom he was surrounded, and
to describe and analyze the political movements of his
time. I confess I have not depicted New York people
in the sectional spirit and subjective manner in which
they are so often treated by New England writers. The
narrow and purely local view of some of these who have
written what is called the history of the United States,
greatly vitiates their work in the eyes of those who do
not inherit their prejudices. , Having no royal charter,
the composite people- of New York, gathered from
many nations, but instinct with the principles of the
free republic.of Holland, were obliged to study care-
fully the foundations of government and jurisprudence.
It is true that in the evolution of this Commonwealth
the people were led by the lawyers rather than by the
clergy. Constantly resisting the invasions of royal
prerogative, they formed on an immutable basis of
law and right that Empire State which in its con-
struction and general features is, of all those in the
Union, the most typically American. Its historical
precedents are not found in a monarchy, but in a re-
public. It is less the fruit of English than of Teutonic
civilization.

Living also but a few yards away from the home of
Arendt Van Curler, the "Brother Corlaer" of Indian


