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It may be advanced that this would work a hardship
on the settiers, insomuch as the price offered by United
States owners competing winth our own pulp-mills, gives
the settier a f air chance of cobtaining a f air return for
bis wood when eut and hauled to the rail. 'It must be
rememibered, ho-wever, Iliat competition is very keen in
this country itself, and every pulp district lias at least
two or three milis. Even if the companies agree on a
fixed price, the settier ean refuse the proffered price,
and ultimately -will benefit iby greatly improved prices.
If there is one thing that can ïbe propliesied with cer-
tainty, il is this: that standing tiiber is increasing in
wealth fby leaps and bounds with the passing of lime.
An export duty on ail pulp wood will prove no drawback
to the settler. Legisiation should be passed imposing such
a duty iininediately.

In passing, il miglil be added that in large virgin
timbered areas, the killing of (beaver should be strictly
linited. Beaver dams and meadows f ormn a natural
barrier to fire and týheir value eau hardly be overestim-
ated. In addition, the beaver cannot be regarded as an
animal destroyer, of f orest-lif e suc~h as the porcupine,
whicih in some districts is a menace., Right here let 'us
Say that ff sucli animal destroyers of f orest-life ibecome
loo numerous, the remedy is simple: a government bounty
for the dealli of ecd such destroyer would quickly reduce
their number.

Il is a Sad ccinmnentary on the public intelligence of
Canada that the question of forest protection lias aroused
the interest of very f ew. Only when some 'great disaster,
kynolving the loss of life, Such as look place in the Coel-
rane and Matheson fires, visita a section of our country,
iîs înterest gained, and then only for a few weeks. An
awakened publie conscience can force any governmeut to
take strong and immediate action to protect the greatest
national asset this Dominion possesses. It is the-bounden
duty of tlie great newepapers of -Canada to see that the
publie conscience is awakened to the importance of I his
question.' It should hardly be necessary for. forestry
branches to pay for inserted advertisements. Ringing
editoi'ials should be hurled broadsidce upon a lebliargie
and sleeping puii. A newepaper exists for more than
profit. It plays more than the mere part of itranemitting
uews. Surely, surely, they exist to mouid and f ashion
public opinion', to lead the publie, xnot, to follow, and în
no sphere is there sucli a fertile field to, exercise their
talents aÀs in thal of forest protection.

Sehools and universities, especially the public ehools,
should impress upon tle youtl of thir, country the value
of our timber aud our forests. In ancient Greece, dur-
ing the age of Pericles, it was said thal every free maie,
was capable of holdinglany public office. We have not
ytt reaced ihaI ideal state, 'but eurely we eau educate
t~he youtl of our country so that, wlen they becomne
citizens in the fuli sense of the word, they will have an
intelligent conception of the value of our naturel re-
sources. S8weden las done so. What Sweden lias doue,
Canada clan likewise do.

.Above ail, there must Ïbe thorough co-operation
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